Digitized by GOOS[Q






AMERICAN STATE PAPERS.

- MESSAGE
FROMTUEPRESIDENTOFTHE UNITED
STATES TO BOTH HOU3ES OF COX-
GRESS.

S p———

( Delivered on the 1gth of March, 1798.)

Genilemen of the Senate, und
Gentlemen of the Haure of Representatives,
'I‘HE Dispatches from the Envoys Extraordi-
pary of the United States to the French
Republic, which were mentioned in my Message
to both Houses of Congress of the gth instant,
have been examined and maturely censidered.
While I feel a satistaltion in informing you,
thae their exertions for the adjustment of the
differences between the two Narions, have been
sincere and unremitted, it is incumbent on me to
declare, thar I perceive no ground of expe@a.
tion, that the obje&s of their Mission can be ac-
complished on terms compatible with the safety,
honour, or the esseutial interests of the Nation,
This resule cannot with justice be attributed
to any want of moderation on the part of this
Government, or to any indisposition to furego
secondary interests for the preservation of Peace.
Knowing it to be my duty, and believing it to
be your wish, as well as that of the great body
of the Peofle, to avoil, by all reasonalile conces-

g

sions, any participation inn the contentions of
Europe, the powers vested in our Envoys were
commensufate with a liberal and pacific policy,
and that high confidence which might justly be
reposed in the abilities, patriotism, and integrity
of the charaters to whom the Negotiation was
committed. After a careful review of the whole
subje®, with the aid of all . the informnation I
have received, I can discern nothing which could
have ensured or contributed to success, that has
been omitted on my part, and nothing furcher
which can be attempted, consistently with maxims
for which our Country has contended at every
hazard, and which constitute the basis of our
National Sovereignty. :
" Under these circumstances, I cannot forbear to
reiterate the recommendations which formerly'
have been rhade, and to exhort you to adopt
with promptitude, decision and unanimity, such
measures as the ample Resources of the Country
afford, for the prote@ion of our Seafaring and
Commercial Citizens ; for the defence of any ex=
posed portions - of our 'Territory ; for replenista
ing our Arsenals, establishing Founderies, and
Military Manufactures ; and to provide such effi-
cient Revenue, as will be necessary to defray exa
traordinary expences, and supply the deficiences
which may be occasioned by depredations on ourx
Commerce.
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The present state of things is so essentially
different from that in which Instrufions were
given to Colle@®ors to restrain Vessels of the
United States from sailing in &n armed condition,
that the principle on which those orders were
issped, has ceased to exist. I therefore deem it
proper to inform Congress, that I no longer con.
ceive myself justifiable in continuing them, unless
in particular cases, where there may be reasonable
groynd of suspicion that such Vessels are intended
to be employed contrary to Law.

" In all your proceedings it will be important to
manifest a zeal, vigour, and concert in defence of
the National Rights, proportioned to the danger
wuh whzch lhey are threatened.
JOHUHN ADAMb.

Unised Statesy 1916 Maréh, 1798, :

- c———

MESS4GE

F‘ROM THE PRESIDENT TO CO\'GR‘ESS

Gentiemen of the Sematr, and

‘Graitiemen of the House of Representatives,

Ex compliance with the request of the House
of Representatives, expressed in their Resolution
of the ad .of thjs month, I transmit to both
Houses, those Instruftions to, and Dispatches
from, the BEnvoys “Extsaordinary of the United
States 4o the French Republic, which were men-
vioned it my Message .of che rgth of March last,
omitting only sontc names, and a fow expressions
descriplive of the ppersons. -

1 requestthat ‘they nmay be considered in confis
derice, until the'Mentbers of ‘Congress are fully
possessed of their contents, and shall have had
opportunity .to teliberate on the consequences of
thelr publication ; after which -time I submit
xhe’m to your wisdom.,

o JOHN ADAMS,
* Untted States, April3d, 1768. o

INSTRUCTIONS

To CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY,
JOHN MARSHALL, and ELBRIDGE GERRY,
Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary to the
French Republic,

Depariment cj State, JFuly 15, 1797,
GENTLEMEN, ’ '

It is known to you, that the People of the United States of
America entertair::d 2 warm and sincere affeion for the Peo-
ple of France, ever since their arms were united in the War
with Great Rritain, which ended in the full and formal ac-
knowledgment of the Inlependence of these States. It is
known to you that this affition was arlent, when the French
determined to reform their Gevernment, and establish iton the
basis of Liberty ; that Liberty in which t'-: People of the
United States were born, and which in the con.lus.on of the
War zbove-mentioned was finally and firmly secured. It is
known to you, that this affe@ion rose to enthusiasm, when
the War was kindled between France and the Powers of Eu-
rope, which were combined against her for the avowed pur.
pose of restoring the Monarchy; and every where vows were
heard for the success of the French Arms. Yet during this
period France expressed no wish that the Unjted States should
depart from their Neutrality.  And while no duty required us
to.enter into the War, and our best interests urged us to ree
main at Peace, the Government determired to take a neutral
station ; which being taken, the duties of an impartidl Neu-
teality became indispensibly binding.. Hence the Government
early procisimed to pur Citizens the nature of these duzics,aml
the consequences of their violatio;,

The Minister of France, MNr. ('cner, who amvcd about

. this time, by lnﬁ piblic Declaration, corfirmied the idea, that

France did not desire us to quit the ground we had tak:iqn. His
measures, however, were calculated t destroy-our Nzytrality,
and to draw us into the War, ’

The principles of the Proclamation ol' Neutrality, founded on
the Law of Nations, which is the Law of the Land, were afv
terwards recognized by the National Legislatore, anl the.obs
servance of them enforced by specific Penalties, in tle AQ of
Corgress, passed the gth of June, 17 794. Py these Priuciples
and Laws the A&s of the Executive and the decisions of ile
Coutts of the United States were regulated.

A'Government thus fair arnd upricht in iis princiles, nnd
just and impartial in its condu®, mighe have conficeutis hojed
to be sccure against formal officiai censuie : but the United
States have not been so fortunate. The A€tsof thair Gos
vernment, in its various branches, though pure in principie
and impartial in operation, and conformable (o their icdispens
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s:tle rights of Savercignty, have been assigned as the cause of
the offensive and injurious measures of the French Republic.
For groofs of the former, all the AQs of the Government may
be vouched ; while the aspersions so frecly uttered by the
French Muuslers. the refusal to hear the Minister of the
United States, specially charged to enter on amicable discus-

sions on all the topics of complaint, the Decrees of the Execu- ’

tive DireCtory and of their Agents, the depredations on our
Commrce, and the violence against the Persons of our Citi-’
zens, are evidences of the latter.
dations will constitute an important subjet of your discussions
with the Government of the French Republic; and for all
these wrongs you will scek redress. '

< 1In respe@ to the depredations on our Commerce, the prin-
cipal obje@s.will be to agree ta an equitable mode of examin<
ing and deciding the claims of our Citizens, and the manner
and periods of making them compensation. As to the first, the
Seventh Article of the British, and the Twenty-first of the
Spanish Treaty, present approved precedents to be adopted
with France. The proposed mode -of adjusting those claims
by Comemissionérs appoi
wa cannot imigine it wil be refpsed. -But when the claims
are adjusied, ‘if payment in-specie cannot be obtained, it may
be found necessary to agree, in behalf of our Citizens, that
‘they shall accept Public Securities payable with Interest at
such periods as the state of the French Financesshall rendes
praQticable, These periods you will cudeavom as far as possis
ble to shorten.

Not only the recent depredations under colour of the Decrecs
of tlie Direfory of the 2d of July, 1796, and she 2d of March,
1797, or under the Decrees of their Agents, -or the illegal sen-
sences of their Tribuoals, but all prior ones. nat already satis.
factorily adjusted, should be put in this equitable train of set-
dement. To cancel many or all .the Jast montioned claims,
might be the effe of the Decree of jthe Executive DireCtory
of the 24 of March last, receiving the Decree of the gth of
May, 1793 : . but this being an ex posr fa&o regulation, as well
as a-violation of the Treaty between the (United” States and
France, cannot ‘be obligatory on -the former. Indeed the
greater part, probably naarly all the: Captuges and Confiscas
tions in question,” have been committed in dire& violation . of
that Treaty, or of the Law of Nations. .But.the injuries ari-

sing from the capture of Enemies property in Vessels of the -

Unized States may notbe very exteasive ; and if for such cap-
tured property tiie French Government will, agreeably to the
Law of Nations, pay the fieight and reasonable derurrage, we
shall noton this account any farther contend. But of Ship,
“Tunberand Naval Stores taken and confiscated by the French,
they ought to pay the full values; because our Citizens contie

These injuries and depre-

ted on each side, is so perfedlly fair -

nued dieir traflic in those amclcs under the falth of the Treaty
with France. ()n these two points we ought to expe@ ‘thatthe
French Government will not refuse to doj justice . and the
more because it has not, at any period of the War, expressed
its desire that the Commercial T reaty :hould in d)esc rcsyc&n
be altered. ’ e

Besides the claims of our Citizens- for drprcd ations orhﬂent
Property, there are many arising from express Comra&s mde .
with the French Government, or its Agents, or foumledon
the seizure of their Property in French Ports.. Oxher clalm;
have arisen, from the long detention’of 2 multi itude of ur Ve_s- !
gels in the Ports of France. The wroﬁg hereby done to our
Citizens was acknowledged by the French Government, and
in some, perhaps in most of the cases, small paypents towmis
indemnifications have been made the residue ;tdl umaml
to be claimed.

All these just demands of our Citizens will merit your at-
tention. The best 'possible means of compensation must be
atiempted. These will depend on what you s shall discover m
be pracicable in relation to the French Finances. But aa ex_-
ception must be made in respe@ to debts due to our Cizi_z__e.ns .
by the Contraéts of the French Government and 'itslAgents,
if they are comprehended in any Supulauon and ag optiog |
reserved to them, jointly or mdmdu;lly, either to accept the K

‘means of payment, which you shall stipulate, or resort to the .

French Goverument dire@ly, for the fulﬁlmentof its con-
tracts.

Although the reparation for losses mstamed by she szms
of the United States, in consequence of irregular or illegal ..
captures or condemnations, or forcible seizyres or dctenuons,
is of very high importance, and is to be impressed with the . ;
greatest earnestness, yet it is-not to be insisted on as an mdlk
pensible condition of the propesed Treaty. You a:e not,
hawever, to renounce these claims of our szem, nor, to .~
stipulate that they be assumed by the Unm:d Smes asa Loap
to the French Government.

In respect to the alterations of the, (_olmurcnl Treaty wnh
France, in the two cases which have bcen pnncny:sl Subjcas
of complaint on her part, viz. Enemxes proper in NeumlShnp:,
and the Articles contraband of War; although Frange umt
have no right t ¢laim the annulling of Stipulations at lhe mo-
ment when, by both pa:ties, they were originally mtcnded to )
operate ; yet if the French (-oummcntpress for alterauqns,
the President has no difficulty in subsmutmg the prmuple. of
the Law of Nations, as stated io the 17th and IS(h'Amcles
of our Commercial Treaty with Great Britain, to lhose of xh
23d and 24th Articles of our Commercial Treaty : and in 18- ‘
spelt to Provisions, and other articles not usually debme«. o
contraband, you 31¢ 10 agree galy o 8 temporary éompromise,

like
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. .
like that in the 18th Article of the British Treaty, and of the
same duration. If, however, in order to satisfy France, now
she is at War, we change the two important Articles before-
mentioned, then the 14th Article of the French ‘Treaty,which
auhjeks the Property of the Neutral Nation found on board
Euemies Ships to capture and condemnation, must of course
pe abolished, )

We have witnessed so many erroreous constructions of the.
Treaty with France, even in its plainest parts, it will be ne-
cessary: to_examine every Article critically, for the purpose of
yreventing, as far as buman wisdom can prevent, all futore
misinterpretations. The kind of documents necessury for the
prote€tion of the Neutral Vessels should be enumerated, and
minutely described ; the cases in which a Sea-letter should
be required may be specified ; the want of a Sea-letter should
not-of itself bea cause of confiscation, where other reasonable

. proof of property is produced ; and where such proof is fur-
nished, the want of a Sea-letter should go no further than to
save the captor from damages for detaining and bringing in
the Neutral Vessel. The proportions of the Vessel's crew
which may be foreigners should be agreed on. Perhaps it
will be expedient to introduce divers other regulations, con-
formably to the Murine Laws of France. Whenever these
are to operate on the Commerce of the United States, our
safety requires that, as far as possib’e, they be fixed by Treaty.
And it will be desirable to stipulate against any ex post fac?s
L .ws gr Regulation, under any pretence whatever. :

Gueat Britain has often claimed a right, and practised upon
it, to pohibit Neutral Nations carrying on a Commerce with
Ler Eremies which had not been allowed in time of Peace.
On this head, it willbe desirable to come to an explicit un<
derstanding with France ; and, if possible, to obtiate the claim
by an &xpress Stipulation.

Such exfensive depredations have been committed on the
Commerce of Neutrals, and especially-on the United States,
hy the (_:iiiuntof France, under pretence that her Enemies,
(pzrticu!qrij Great Britain), have done the same things; it will
Be desirable to have it explicitiy stipulated, that the condu®t of
an Enemy towards the Neutral Power shall not authorise or
ixcuse_. ihé other Beliigerent Power in any departure from the
Eaw of Nations or the Stipulations of the Treaty: especially
that thie ‘Vesscls of the Neutral Nation' shall never be captured
or detained, 'qt their Property confiscated or injured, because
bound to or from an Enemy's Port, except the case of ablock-
aled l’.o‘\jt.v _dié ,‘eplerin_g into which may be prevented, accord-

 ing o the knpwn rule of the Law of Nations. And it may be
cxpedié;;t Q \‘d'vqﬁne a blockaded Place or Port to be one ac-
wally invested by Land ‘or Naval Forces, of both; and that
210 deciaration of a blockade shall have any effe€ without such

) :

a@ual investment. And no Commercial Right whiteves’
should be ubandoned which is secured to Neutral Powers by
the European Law of Nations.

hie foregoing Articles being those which the French Go-
vernment has made the ostensible grounds of its principal com-
plaints, they have naturally been first brought to view. But the
proposed alterations and arrangements suggest the prapriety of
revisiz.g all our Treaties with France. In such revision, the
first obje@ that will attra& your attention is the reciprocal
guaranty in the 11th Article of the Treaty of Alliance. This
guaranty we are perfetly willing to renounce. The guaranty
by France of the Liberty, Sovereignty, and lndépcx\dexlce of
the United States will ald nothing to our security ; while, on
the contrary, our guaranty of the Possessions of France in
America will perpetually expase us to the risk and expence of
War, or to disputes and questious concerning our National
Faith,

When Mr. Genet was sent as the Minister of the French

Republic to the Urited States, its situation was embarrassed,
and the success of its measures problematigal. In such circum«
stances, it was natural that France should turn her eye to the
mutual guaranty : and accordingly it was required, in Mr.
Genet's instructions, to be * an essential Clause in the New'
Treaty’* which he was to propose ; and on the ground that
¢ it nearly concerned the Peace and Prosperity of the French
Nation, thata Pcople, whose Resources, increase beyond alt
calculation, and whom Nature had placed so near their rich
Colonies, should become interested by their own engagements
in the preservation of these Islands.””  But at this time,
France, powerful by her vi&ories, and securein her triumphs,
may less regard the reciprocal guaranty with the United Stater,
and be willing to relinquish it. As a substitute for the reciprocal
guaranty, may be proposed a mutual renunciation of the same
Territories and Possessions, that were subjedts of the guaranty
and 1enunciation in the sixth and gleventh Articles of the Treaty
of Alliance. Such a renunciation on our part, would obvlate
the reason assigned in. the instruction to Mr. Geact before
cited, of future danger, from the rapidly growing power of the,
United States. But if France insists on the mutual guaranty,

- it will be necessary to aim at some modification of it.

* 7The existing engagement is of that kind which, by Writers
on the Law of Nations, is called a General Guarantv; of
course casus faderiscannever apply exceptin a De fensive War.
The nature of this obligation is understood to be, that when a
War really ard truly defensive exists, the engaging Nation is
bound to furnish an effe¢tual and adequate defence inco-opera-
tion with the Power attacked ¢ whence it follows that the
Nation may be requitcd, in some circ umstances, to bring fer-

ward
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_wnard its whole force. The nature ad extent of the succours
demandable not being ascertained, engagements of this kind
are dangerous, on account of their uncertainty : there is always
hazard of doing too much or too little, and of course of being
involved in involuntary rupture.

Specific succours have the advantage of certainty, snd are
less liable to occasion War. On the other hand, a general
guaranty allows a latitude for the exercise of judgment and dis<
cretion. ' ' :

On the part of the United States, instcad of Troops or Ships

of War, it will be convenient to stipulate for a moderate sum
of money or quantity of provisions, at the option of France :—
the provisions to be delivered at our own Ports, in any future
Defensive Wars. The sum of money or its value in provisi-
ons, ought not to exceed two hundred thousand Dollars a year,
during any such Wars.  The reciprocal stipulation on “the part
of France may be to furnish annually the like sum of money
or an equivalent in military stores and clothing for Troops, at
the option of the United States to be delivered in the Ports of
France.

Particular caution, however, must be used in discussing this
subje&, not to admit any claims on the ground of the guaranty
in relation to the existing War; as we do  not allow that the
casus faderis applies toit. And if the War should continue
after your arrival in France, and the question of the guaranty

hould not be d on her part, you may yourselves be
silent on the subje&, if you deem it most prudent.

Ie will Be proper here to notice such Articles of the Treaty
of Amity and Commerce between the United States and
France as have been differently construed by the two Govern~
‘ments, or which it may be expedient to amend or explain.

" Article 2. The assentof the United States, in their Treaty
with Great Britain, to the Doftrine of the Law of Nations
respe&ting Enemies’ Property in Neutral Ships and Ship Tim-
ber, and Nw:ﬂ Stores, and in some cases Provisions, as con-
traband of War, the French Government has chosen to consi-
deras a voluntary grant of favours, in respec® to Commerce and

"Navigation, to Great Britain, and that conzequently the same

‘favours have become common to France. This constru&ion

ds so foreign-from our ideas of the meaning and design of this

"Article, it shews the necessity of reviewing all the Articles,

and bowever clear they may apper, of attempting to obviate

future misconstruions by dc’l:ratory cxplanations or a change
of terms.

Article 5. France has repeatedly contended that the jmpa- -

“sition of §o per cent. per ton on Freach Vesselsarriving in the
Uhited States, is contrary to the fifth Article of the Trexty.—
The arguments in support of his pretension are unknown ;

bug, it is presumed to be unfounded. The reciprocal right of

laying “ Duties or Imposts of what nature soever,’’ equal to
those imposed on the most favoured Nations, and without any
other restriCtions, seems to be clearly settled by the 3d and 4th
Articles,  ‘The gth Article appears to have been intended
merely to define or qualify ~he rights of American Vessels in
France. It is however desirable that the question be under
stood and all doubt concerning it removed. Boutthe introjuce
tion of a principle of discrimination between the Vessels of
different Foreign Nations, and in derogation of the powers of
Congress to raise Revenue by uniform Duties on any objects -
whatever, cannot be hazarded. The naturahzauon of I‘much
Vesse!s will of course be considered as inadmissible.”
Article 8. The stipulation of doing us good offices-to secure ’
Peace to the United States with tht Barbary Powers; has
never yet procured us any advantage.  If therefore the French
Government lavs any stress on this stipulation, as authorizing
a claim for some other engagement from us in favour of
France, it may be abandoned ; and especially if its abrogation
can be appiied as a set-off against some existing French claim.
Article 15. [f the alterations aiready proposed are made in
the 23d and 24th Articles, then the 1jth Amcle, as before
observed, must e abolished. !
Article 17. The constrution put on this Article by the
Government of the United States isconccived'to he reasonable
and just, and is therefore to be insistedon.  The Tribunals of -
the respeltive Countries will consequently be justified in tak-
ing cognizance of all Captures made within their respective
Jurisdiftions ; or by iilega! Privateers; and thore of one Coun-
try will be deemed illegal which are fitted out in the Country

of the other remiining neutral : seeing to permit such armmg

[

would violate the Neutral Duties of the latter. )
Tt will be expedient to fix explicitly the race tion to te given
to Public Ships of War of all Nations. The French Ministers
have demanded, that the Public Ships of the Enemies ¢
France, which atany time, and in any part of the Worid,
had made Prize of a French Vessel, should be excluded from
the Ports of the United States; and although they brought in
no Prize with them. An opposition to this demand, we have
contended that they were to be excluled only when they
came in with French Prizgs.  And the kind of asyium. to be
afforded in all other circumstances, is described in Mr. Jeffer-
son’s Letter to Mr. Hammond, dated the gth of September,
1793, in the following words: ¢ Thus then, the PublicShips
of War of both Nations { English and French) enj3y a pertet
equality inour Ports; #st. in cases of urgent ‘pacessity ; 2d,
in caszs of comfort and convenience; and 3d, in the fime they
choose to continue.” And such shelter :ud accommodation

are duc to the Public Sths of all N-uons bn t})c gnn,xy ¢of
bospitality among friendly Nations. - Do e
A .o IR




* Te will alsé ke expedient explicitly to declare, that the right
of asyium stipulated for the Armed Vessels of France and
their Prizes, gives no right to make sale of those Prizes.

But when Prize Ships are so diszbied a8 to be incapable of
putting to sea again, until refitted, -and when they are utterly
disabled; some provision is necessary relative to their car-
goes. Both cases occurred last year. “T'he Government
permitted, though with hesitation and caution, the cargoes to
be unloaded, oneof the vessels to be repaired, and part of the
prize goods soid, to pay for the repairs, and the caigo of the
vessel that was found unfit ever to go to sea again, was allowed
to be exported as Prize Goods, even in Neutral Bottoms.—
‘The doubts on these occasions arose from the 24th Article of
the British Treaty, forbidding the sale of the Prizes of Priva-
teers, or the exchanging of the same in any minner whatever.
But as French Prizes were sutitled to an asylum in our Ports,
it was conceived to be a reasonable constru&tion of it to allow
of such proceedings as those above-mentioned, to prevent the
total loss of vessels and cargoes. The 25th Article of the
British “I'reaty dem:nds attention : as it is therein stipulated,
that no future T'reaty shall be made that shall be inconsistent
with that or the 23th Article.  Agother doubt arose, whether
the British Treaty did not in good faith, require the prohibition
of the sale of Prizes made by the National Ships of France, as
well as of those made by her Privateers; especially seeing our
‘Lreaty with France gave her no right to sell any Prizes what-
ever ; but upon the whole it was conceived, that the United
States having before allowed the sale of such Prizes, and the
Prohibitions in the 24th Article of the T'reaty being distinétly
* pointed against the sale of the Prizes of Privateers, it was
thought proper to permit the former pra&ice o continue, until
the Executive should make and publish a Prohibition of the
sale of all Prizes, or that Coungress should pass a Prohibitory
Law.

Artitle 22, If in new modcliing the Treaty with France,
the total prohibitizn of the Sale of Prizesin the Ports of the
Party remainmg Neutral shall not be agreed on, at least the
sight of each Power to make at its pleasure such Prohibition,
whether they are Drizes of National Ships or Privateers,
should be acknowledged, for the reason more than once sug-
gested—to prevent a repetition of claims upon unfounded con-
s ru&xonsg such as under the present Article, that a ?rohi-
bition to an Enemy of cither Puarty is a grant to the’ Olher of
the thing forbidden.

Articles 2
4, and the alterations proposed have been mentioned.

There have been so many unjust causes and pretences as-
signed for capturing and conliscatig American Vessels, itmay
pechaps be impossible to guard against a repetition of them in
any Treaty which can be devised. To state the causes and
pretences that have been already advanced by the Government
ol France, its Agenss and I'ribunals, as the grounds of the

3d and 24th. These have beea alre ady consider-

(%)

capture and condemnation of American Vesséls arid Cargoesy
would doubtless give pain to any man of an ingenuous mind,
who shouid be employed on the part of ¥rance to negotiate an- -
other Treaty, or a modification of the Treaties which exist—
It is not desired therefore to *go farther iato detail on these
matters thau shallbe necessary to guard by explicit stipulations,
against future misconstructions and the mischiefs they will nae
turally produce.

Under pretence that certain Ports were surrendered to the
English by the wreachery of the French and Dutch Inbabitants,
Vicor Hugues and Lebas, the Special Agents of the Executive
DireQory, at Guadaloupe, have declared that all Neutral Vese
selsbound to or from such Ports shall be good prize.

Under the pretence that the British were takiag all \cutrai
Vessels bound toor from French Ports, that Freach Agents at
St. Domiugo (Santhonax and others) decreed that all Ameri-
can Vesse's bound to or frem Euglish Ports, should be captur-
ed ; and they have since declared such captured vessels to be
good prize. ‘That French Consuls in Spain have on the same
ground condemned a number of American Vessels merely be-
cause they were destined to or coming from an English Port.

Under the pretence, that the Sea-Letters or Passports pre-

* seribed by the Commercial Treaty for the mutual advantage of

the Meichants and Navigators, of the two Nations, to save
their Vessels from detention and other vexations, when met
with at sea, by presenting so clear a proof of the property, are
an indispensible document to be found oa board the French
confiscate American Vessels destitute of them, even when they
acknowledge the property to be American.

Bccause horses aand their military furniwre, whea destined
to any Enemy’s Port, are by the 24th Article of the Commer-
cial Treaty declared contrabands, and as such by themselves
only liable to confiscation, Hugues and Lebas decreed all Neu-
tral Vessels, having horees or any othet contraband goods on
board, should be good prize ; and they accordmgly condemncd
Vesszls and Cargoes.

“The antient Ordinances of the French Monarchs reqmred a.
variety of Papers to be on board Neutral Vesseis, the want of -
any oune of which is made a cause of condemnation; although
the 25¢th Article of the Commercial Treaty mentions what
Certificates shall accompany the Merchant Vessels and Care
goes of each party, and which, by every reasonable construc=
tion, ought to give them protetion.

1t will therefore be advisable to guard agamst abuses by de-
scending to particulars, to descnbe the Ships Papers which
shall be required, and to declare that the wantof any other
shall not be-a cause for confiscation ; to fix the mode of man-
ning Vessels as to the Officers, and the proportion of the
Crews who shall be Citizens; endeavouring to provide, in re-
spe@ to American Vessels, that more than one- third may be
Foreigners. This provision will be important to the Southern

States, which have but few native Seamen. .



(79 )

- TheMarine Ordinances of Fraice wilt show what regula-
tionis have been required to be obseived by Allied as well as’
Neutral Powers in general, to ascertain and secure the property
‘of Neutrals. Some of these regulations may be highly proper
to be adopted ; while others may be inconvenient and burthen-
some. Your aim will be to render the documents and forma-
Jities as few and as simple as will consist with a fair and regu.

Jar Commerce.

" While-betwéen the Unitéd” Stted and -France” thert’ shall -
subsist a perfect reciprocity. in respe& to Commerce, we must
eadesvour to externd our Trade to her Colonies to as many:ar~

‘ticles a possible. - Of these the most important are provisions.

of all kinds, as beef, pork; flour, butter, cheese, fish, gtainy
pulse, live stock, and every other article serving for food,
which is the produce of the Country, horses,’ mules, timber,
plants, and wood of all kinds, cabinet ware, and other manu«
fa@ures of the United States: and to obtain in retumn all the

Articles 25 and 27. These two ‘Articles

hibition of the Pastport, the Vessel shall be allowed to pass
without molestation or search, without giving her chace, or:
forcing her to quit her intended course. The 25th requires,
that besides the Passport, Vessels shall be furnished with cer
1ain Certificates, which of course must also be exhibited.” It

" will be expedient to add, that if in the face of such evidence

the Armed Vessel will carry the other into Port, and the Pa-
pers are found conformable to Treaty, the Captors shall be
condemned in all the charges, damages and interests thereof,
which they shall have capsed. A provision.of this nature_is
made in the Eleventh Article of our Treaty with the United
N'ctherlands. .

Article 28. The prohibited Goods here mentioned have n
relation to contraband ; but merely to ‘such as by the Laws of
the Country are forbidden tobe exported. Yet in the case of
exporting horses from Virginia, which no Law prohibited, in
the winter of 1796, this Article was applied by the French Mi-
nister to horses which by the French Treaty are contraband
of War. And a Letter from the Minister to Vi&or Hugaes
and Lebas, informing them that the American Government
refused to prevent such export of horses by the British, is made
qne ground for their Decree above mentioned.

Article 30. The Vessels of the United States ought to be ad-
mitted into France in the same maaner as the Vessels of
France are admitted into the Ports of the United States. But
such a stipulation ought not to authoiize the admission of Vs«
sels of either party into the Ports of the other, into which the
admission of all Foreign Vessels shall be forbiddenby the Laws
of France and of the United States respe@ively. With this
restri@tion, the principles of the 14th Article of the Treaty
with Great Britain afford a liberal and unexceptionable prece-
deat. A restrittion like that here referred to will be found in
the first paragragh of the Third Article of the British Treaty.

- The Commerce to the French Colonies in the Fast and
West Jndies, will doubtless be more or less restri@ed, accor-
ding to the usage of other European Nations. Yet on account
of the disarranged condition of the French Navigation, pro-
bably a larger latitude of Trade with their Colonies will ‘be
readily permitted for a term of years: and perhaps the mutusl
advantages thence resulting will be found so great as to induce
af erwards a prolongation of that term, to which the course or
habit of business may contribute,

hauld be r davad
" ¢onformable to each other. The 27th says, thatafter the ex-

articles of the produce of those Colonies, without exception §
at least to the value of the cargoes carried to those Colonies.
Thete have been different constructions of the Consular
Convention. The French have contended for the execution of
their consular decisions by the Marshal or other Officer of the
United States; and their Minister of Justice has formally
stated irr 2 Report to the Minisier of Foreign Affairs, that the
Judicial Sentences of the American Consuls in France will be
executed by certain Officers of Justice in that Country. “The
legal opinion of the Law Officers of the United States,’
which the Government had adépted, opposes such a coi-
struction. The Frenth have also contended,” that De-
serters from French Vessels ought be apprehended by the
Judicial Officers of- the United States, upon other evidence
than the-original Shipping Paper, or vole d'equipage ; wheres
as the Distri& Judges have insisted thit the Consular Con-
vention requires the original Role - to’ be produced. This
claim was lately revived by the Consul.Genéral of the French
Republic. The Corresp on this occasion will be joins
ed to the other Documeats which accompany these Instrucs:
"The United States cannot consent to the erecting of Fo-
reign “Tribunals within their jurisdiion. We consider the
judicial authority of Consuls as described in the Coasular
_Conveation, to be voluatary, not conpulsary, in the Country
where they reside ; and that their decisions, if not obeyed by
the parties respeively, must be enforced by the Laws of their
proper Country ; and such a provision you will see has been
made in France, where a penalty of 1400 livres is impoied on
the Citizea who refuses obedience to a Consular decision in a.
Yoreign State. . : -
The Consular Constitution-will expire in about four years ;
and if any great difficulties arise in settling the terms of a new
one, that which exists must take its course ; but if the French
Government should be silent on the subject of the Consular
Convention, silence may be observed on our part. :
The Ports of the United States being frequented by the Ves-
sels of different Belligerent Powers, it became necessary to re-
gulate the times of their sailing. The DPresident therefore
adopted what was understood to be the received rule in
Europe ; and ordered, that after the sailing of a Vessel of ong
of the Belligerent Powers, twenty-four hours should elapso be.
Jore an Armed Vessel of an Enemy of the former should set
sail,

v
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sil. This Ruls hes sat besa duly reipafied hydntmd
Vessels of Franes and Greaz Britaia.

-As the muunnxtyohh United. States requires that no
hostile movements be coramenced within their jerisdition,
and the interosts of Cammerce demand an entire. freedom to
the departure of Vessels from their Porw, it. may be expe-
dient expressly to yecognise the abeve-meontioned Rule.

. Ju will also be expedient to agree on the extent of Territorial
Jurisdition on the Sea Coast, and in what situation buoys and
spynds may be said to be land locked, and within the jurisdice
tion of the Sovereign of the adjacent Country.

On the supposition that a Treaty will be negociated ‘o alter

. and amend the Treaties which now exist between France and

t v

the Usited Statss, the following leading Principler to govern
the Negotiation are subjoined :

2. Conscious integrity authorizes the Government to insist,
that no blame or cepsure be direQly or indire@ly imputed to
the Unised States. But on the other hand, however excepe
tionable in the view of our own Government, and in the eyes
af an impartial World, may have been the condut of France,
yetshe may be unwilling to acknowledge any aggressions, and
‘we do not wish te wound her feclings, or to excite resentment.
Jt will therefore be best to adopt on this point the principle of
the Britith Treaty, and * terminate our differences in such

manner 2s, without referrinig to the - merits of our respe@tive -

complaints and pretensions, may be the best calculated to pro<
duce mutual satisfa@ion and good understanding.’®

2. That no ajd be stipulated in favour of France during the
present War,

3. That no engagements uanade inconsistent with th;obln-
gations of any prier Treaty,: .

4 That po restraiot on eur lswful Commerce with any
ather Nation be admitted.

§. That no stipulation be made, under colour of which Tri-
biinals can be established within our jurisdiclion, ar personal
privileges claimed by French Citizens, incompatible with the

Finally, she groaf ebjek of the Goverament being to do
Justice to Framee and her Cititens, i in any thing we have in«
jured them ; o obtain justice for the muitiplied injuries they
have committed against us ; and to preserve Peace, your style
and mmanner of ‘yroceeding will be such as shall most directly
tend to secure these obje(ts. There may be such a change of
raen and measures in France .as will authorise, perhaps render
politic, the use of strong language, in describing the treatment
we have received. On the other hand, the French Govern-
ment may be determined to frustrate the Negociation, and
throw the odium on this Country; in which case, any thing like
warmth and harshness would be made the pretext. If thines
remain in their present situation the style of representation witl
unite, a3 much as possible, .calm dignity with simplicity, force
of sentiment with mildness of language, and be calculated to

impress an idea of inflexible perseverance, rather than d
distrust or.confidence,

With these Instructions you will receive the following Docu-
ments. .

‘1. The printed State Papers, containing the Correspondence

between the Secretary of State and the French Minister, Mr.
Genet.

3. The Letterdated january 16th, 1797, from the Secretary-
of State, to General Pinckney, and the Documents thereinr
referred to, in which all the known complaints ot she French

Government, since the recal of Mr. Genet, are exhibited
and discussed.

3. A Report from the Secrctary of State to the House of
Representatives, dated the 27th of February, 1797, exhibiting
the state of American Claims which had been presented to the
French Government (but few of which have been satisfied)
together with somne other informaticn relative to the depreda~
tions by the Officers and People of that Nation on the Come
merce of the United States.

)
complete Sovercignty and Independence of the United States, 4. A Report ‘made by the Secretary Of State to the Presi-
N N dent of the United States, on the 2:3t of Juae 1797, and by
i matters of Policy, Commerce and Government. him laid before Congress on the 22
It will be expedient to limit the duration of the Treaty to a ) .
term of from ten to twenty years. Such changes in the cir- §. Certain Original Depositions, Protests, and other Papers,,
cumstances of the two pasties ase likely to happen within  rtlative to the French spoliations on the Commerce, and per-
cither of those periods, as to give one, or both, geed reason to  donal insults and injuries to the Citizens of the United States.
desire a change in the conditions of the Treaty. From this 6. "The Documents Jaid betore the House of Representae
limitation may be excepted such articles as are declaratory of  gives the 17¢h of May, 1797, relative to General Pinckney's,
a state of Peace, or as are intended to regulate the conduct of  Mission to Paris, and comprehending some Papers relative
the two Nations at the commencement of, or during a stite of  to the capture and condemnation of American Vessels by tbe
War, or which are founded in morality and justice, and ate in French.
their nature of perpetual obligation. Of this kind may be ¢on- 7. ‘Fhe Conespondeace with the French Consul Generad
sidered the tenth Article of the Treuty with Great bnm:, " Letombe.,
which therefore may very proptrly be iatioduced into the . TI.\I()THY PICKERING,
‘Ficary with France. Secretary of State.
. CREDENCE
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©REDENCE FOR MESSRS. PINCKNEY, MaR-
SHALL AND GERRY, ENVOYS TO FRANCE.

JOHN ADAMS, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA; TO THRE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY
OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC.

Citizens Directorsy
Desirous of terminating all differences betveer the United
States of America and the French Republic, and of restoring
that harmony and goed understanding, and that commercial
and friendly intercourse, which« from the commencemeént of
their political connection, until lately, have so happily sub-
sisted, 1 have nominated, and by and with the advice and
consent of the Senaté of the United States, zppointed Charles

Cotesworth Pinckney, John Marshall, add Eibridge Gerry,

distinguishéd Citizens of these States, jointly and severally,

Envoys Extraordinary aod Ministers Pienipotentiary to the

French Republic, for the purpose of accomplishing the great

objells above-mentioned ; Wherefore 1 pray you, Citizens Di-

rectors, to give full credence to what they and each qf them

shall say to you in these respe@s, in behalf o the United

Svaes, and also when they shall assure you of the sincerity of

Qur wishes for the welfare of the French Republic.

- " Givenundermy Hand and the Great Seal of the United
States of America, at Philadelphia, the 13th day of
July, in the year 1797, and of the Independence of
these States the ’l'wgnty-second.
JOHN ADAMS.
By the President of the United States, )
TimotnY Pi¢kEr1NG, Secretary of Staté.

FULI POWERS TO MESSRS. PINCKNEY, MAR-
.SHALL, AND GERRY, ENVOY¥S TO FRANCE.
JOHN ADAMS, PRESISENT OF THF UNITED STATES
.OF AMERICA, TO ALL WHOM TULSE PRLSENTS

“S1HALL CONCERN—GREZTING

Know ye, That for the purpose of terminating all dif-
ferences, between the United States of America and the
Trench Republic, and of restoring and confirming perfect
harmony and good understanding, and re-cswblishing a
commercial and friendly intercourse between them, and
repasing especial trust and confileacs in the integrity, pru-
desice, and abilities of Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, John
Maishall, and Eldridge Gerry, Citizens of the said United
States, | have nominated, and, by and with the adviceand
consent of the Senate, appointed the said Charles Cotesworth
Pinckuey, John Marshall, and Eibridge Gerry, jointly and se-
verally, Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary
of the United States to the French Renubiic, he.eby givizg and
granting to them, and any ard each of them, full power and au-
thority, and alsoa general and special comunand, for and in. the

L4
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name of the United States to mieet and confet with' the Minis
sters, Commissioners, or Deputies of the French Republicy
beirg furnished with the like full powers, whether separately
or joiatly, and with them to treat, consult, and negociate, of
and coricerning all claims, and all matters and causes of differ-
ence, subsisting between the United States and the French
Republic, for the purpose cf satisfying and terminating the
samein a just and equitable manner ; and also of and concern.
ing the general Comimerce between the United States and
France, and all other the Dominions of the French Republic ;
and to conclude and sign a Treaty or Treaties, Convention or
Conventions, touching the premises ; transmitting the same
to the President of the United States of America for his fina}t
ratification, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate
of the United States, if such advice and consent shall be given,
In testimony whereof; I have caused the Seal of the United
States to be hercunto affixed.
Given under my hand at the City of Pliladelphia, the
tweaty-second day of June, in the year of our Lord 1797,
.and of the Independence of the United States ef Ame.-
rica, the twenty-fiist. :
) JOHN ADAMS.
By the President of the United States,
Timorny PicxerING, Secretary of State.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, APRIL 3, 1798,

The names designated by ‘the Ictters W, X.'Y. Z. in the
following Copies of Let:ers from the Envoys of the United
States to the Freach Republic, are, in the originals, written
at fuil lengih, in cyphers. Fdr the same reason that single
Jetters are thus taken to designate certain Persons named in the
Leuers, other words descriptive of them are omitted.

TIMOTHY PICKERING.

—

{No. 1)
DEAR SIR, Paris, 0. 22, 1797,

All of us having arrived at Paris on the evening of the 4th
instant, on the next day we verbally and unofficially informed
¢he Minister of Foreign Affuirs therewith, and desired to
know when he would be at lcisure to receive one of our Secre-
taries with the Official Notitication. He appointed the next’
day at two o'clock ; when Major Rutledge waited upoa h:m
with the foilowing Letter:

CITIZEN MIN!ST!R.

The Uniied States of America being desirous of ter-
micating all diflerences between them and the French ‘
Republic, and of restoring that harmony and good understand. '
ing, and that commercial and friendly intescourse, which from
the common cement of their political conne€tion, until lately,
have so happily subsisted, the Presjdent bas nominated, and by

: and
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and with the alviee and consent of the Senate, has appointed
us, the Undersigned, jointly and severally, Envoys Exttaordi-
nury and Ministers Plenipotentiary to the French Reépublic,
tor the purpose of accomplishing these great objec¥s. In pure
S\'mnce of such nomination and appointment, and with such
view, having come to Paris; we wish, Citizen Minister, to
Wait on you at any hour you will be pleased to appoint, to pre-
sent the Copy of our Letters of Crédence; and whilst we
evince our sincere and ardent desire for the speedy restoration
of friendship and hanmony between the two Republics, we
flatter ourselves with your concurrence in the accomplishment
of this desirable event. Wewrequest you will accept the assurs
ances of our perfect esteem and consideration.

- Paris, OQtober 6uh, in the 21st year of Ametican Indepens
dence.

(Signed) CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY

JOHN MARSHALL.
ELBRIDGE GERRY.
To this Letter the Minister gave a verbal answer, that he
would see us the day after the morrow [the 8:h) at one o’clock.
* Accordingly at that hour and day we waited on the Minister
at his house, where his office is held, when, being informed he
was not at home, the Secretary-General of the Department
told Major Rutledge, that the Minister was obliged to wait on
the DireQory, and requested we would suspend our visit till
three o’clock ; at which hour we called. The Minister we
found was then cagaged with the Portuguese Minister, who
retived in about ten minutes, when we were introduced, and
produced the copy of our Letters of Credence, which the Mi-
nister perused and kept. He informed us, * that the DireCtory
had required Iiim to make a Report relative to the situation of
the United States with regard to France, which he was then
about, and which would be finished in a few Jdays, when he
would let us know what steps were to follow.”” We asked if
Cards of Hospitality were ip the mean t'me necessary ? He
3aid they were, and that they should be delivered to us; and
Le immediately, runz for his Secretary, and directed him to
make them out. ‘Fhe corversatice was carried on by him in
French, and by us in our own language. -

The next day Uards of Hospitality were sent to us and our
Secretaries, in a style suitable to our official charater.

On Saturday the 14th, Major Mounttiorence informed Ge-
neral Pinckney, that he had a cenversation with Mr. Osmond,
the private and conﬁ.lent'ml Sexvetary of the Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs, who to!d him, that'the Dm&o:y were greatly
exasperated at some parts of the P'resident’s Speech, at the
opening of the last Session of Congress, and would require an
explanation of them from us. The particular parts ‘were not
mentioned. T another conversation on the same day, the
Secretary informed the Major, that the Miaister had told him
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it was probable we should not have a public audience of the
Dire®ory till such time as our Negociation was finished ; that
probably persons might be appointed to treat with us ; but they
wouid report to him, and he would have the dire@®ion of the
Negociation. The Mujor did not conceal from Mr. Osmond
his intention to communicate these conversations to us.

In the morning of O¢tober the 18th, Mr. W. , of the
house of » called on General Pinckney, and informed
him, that a Mr. X. who was in Paris, and whom the General
had seen "y was a Gentleman of consider-
able credit and reputation y and that we
might place great reliance on him.

Ia the evening of the same day, Mr. X. called on Gcncral
Pinckney, and after having sat some time ’
whispered him, that he had a message from M. Talleynml to
communicate, when he was at leisure. General Pinckney
tmmediately withdrew with him into another room ; and when
they were alone, Mr. X. said, that he was charged with a bu-
siness in which he was a novice ; that he had been acquainted
with M. Talieyrand » and that he was
sure he had a great regard for [America] and it Citizens ; and
was very desirous that a reconciliation should be brought aboug,
with France; that to_effetuate that end, he was’ready, if it
was thought proper, to suggest a plan, confidentially, that M.
Talleyrand expe@ted would answer the purpose.: ’

General Pinckney said, he should be glad to hearit. M.
X. replied, that the Direory, and particularly two of the
Members of it, were exceedingly irritated at some passages of
the President’s Speech, and desired that they should be sof~
tened ; and that this step would be necessary previous to our
reception : that besides this, a sum of money was required for
the pocket of the Diretory and Ministers, which would be at
the disposal of M. Talleyrand : and that a Loan would also be .
insisted on. M. X. said, if we acceded to these measures, M. ’
Talleyrand had no doubt that all our differences with Fraace
might be accommodated. On enquiry, M. X. could not point
out the particular passages of the Speech that had given of-
fence, nor the quantum of the Loan; but mentioned that the
douceur for the pocket was twelve hundred thousand livres,
about fifty thousand pounds steriing. Geueral Pinckney told
him, his Colleagues and himself, from the tite of their ar-
rival here, hal beea treated with great slight and disrespect

‘that they earnestly wished for peace and reconciliztion with

France; and had been entrusted by their Country with very
great powers t§ obtain these ends, on honourable terms: that
with regard to the propositions made, he tould not even con-
sider of them before he had communicated them to his Cols
leagues: thatafter he had done 0, he should .hear from him.
After a communication and consultation had', it was ag';ced,
that General Pinckaey should call ea M. X. and reguest him
. T . 0
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to make his propositions to us all; and for fear of toistakes or
misappreb , that he should be req d to reduce the
heads into wr ting. Accordingly, on the morning of (O&ober
the 19th, Ceneral Pinckney calied on M. X. who consented
to see his Colicagues in the evening, and to reduce his propow
sitions to writing. He said, his communication was natim..
mediately with M. Falleyrand, but through another Gentle-

man, in whcem M. Talleyrand had great confidence, This |

proved afterwards to be M. ¥,

At six in the evening M. X. came and left with us the
first set of propositions; which, translated {rom the Freach,
are asfollows: ** A person who possesses the confidence of the
Dire€tory, on what relates to the affairs of America, conn.
¥inced of the mutuil advantages which would result from the
re-establishment of the good understanding between the two
Nations, purposes to employ all of his influence to obtain this
ohjeét.—He will assist the Commissioners of the United
States in all the demands which they may have to make from
the Government of France, inasmuch as they may not be con=-
tradiGory to those which he proposes himself to make, and of
which the principal will be communicated confidzntially. It
js desired that in the official communications theie should be
given a softening turn to a part of the President’s Speech to
Congress, which has caused much irritation. Itis feared thatin
not satisfying certain individuals in this respe&, they may give
way to all their resentment. The nomiaation of Commis-
sioners will be consented to on the same footing as they have
been named in the Treaty with Exngland, to decide on the recla.
mations which individuals of America may make on the Govern-
ment of Prance, or an Frenchindividuals. The payments,which
- agreeably to the decisions of the Commissioners, shall fall to
the share of the Freach Government, are to be advanced by
the American Covernmentitself, Itis desired that the funds
which by this means shall enter azain into the American trade
should be emiployed in new supplies for the French Colonies.
Engagements of this nature on the part of individuals reclaim.
ing will always hasien, in all probability, the decisions of the
French Commistionera: and perhaps it may be desired that
this clause should make a part of the instru@ions which the
Government of the Uuited States should give to the Commis-
sioners they may choose. The French Government desires,
besides, to obtain a Loan from the United States ; but so that
that should not give any jealousy to the English Government,
nor hurt the neutrality of the United States. This Loan shail
be masked by stipulating, that the Covernmeat of the United
States consenteto make the advances for the payment of the
debts contracted by the Agents of the French Government
with the Citizens of the United States ; and which are already
askt.owledged, and the payment ordered by the Direttory, but
without haviug been yet effe@uated.—There should be de.
kveired anote to the amount of these debig. Prebably thiy potg

.
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may be aceompanied by ostensible pieces, which will guarantee
to the Agents the responsibility. of the United States in case
any umbrage should cause an enquiry. There shall also be
first caken from this Loan certain sums for the purpose of make- -
ing the customary distributions in diplomatic affairs.”” The
person of note mentioned in the minutes, who had the confi-
dence of the Dire&ory, he said, before us all, was M, Talley-
rand. The amount of the Loan he could not ascertain pre-
cisely, but ur.derstood it would be according to our ability to
pay.—The sum which would be considered as proper, accorde
ing to the diplomatic usage, was about T'welve Hundred Thou-
sand Livres. He cculd not state to us what parts of the Presi-
dent’s Speech were excepted to, but said he would enquire and
inform us. He agreed to breakfast with Mr. Gerry the morn-
ing of 21st, in order to make such explanations 2s we had
then requested, or should think proper to request : but on the
momingof the 20th, M. X. called and said, that M. Y, the
confidential friend of M. Talleyrand, inste1d of communicating
with us through M. X. would see us himself and make the
ary expl We app ] to meet him the even.
ing of the twentieth, at seven o'clock, in General Marshall's
room. Atseven M. Y. and M. X. entered ; and the first
mentioned Gentleman, being introduced to us as the confiden-
tial friend’of M. Talleyrand, immediately stated to us the fa-
vourable impressions of that Gentleman, towards our Country,
impressions which were made by the kindness and civilities he
had personally received in America: that impressed by his
solicitude to repay thesc kindnesses, he was willing to aid us in
the present Negociaticn by his good offices with the Diretory,
who were, he said, extremely irritated against the Coverne’
ment of the United States, on account of some parts of the
President’s Speech, and who had neither acknowledged nor re-
ceived us, and consequently have not authorized M. Talley.
rand to have any communications with us. The Minister,
therefore, cogld not see us himself, but had authorized his
friend M. Y. to communicate to us certain propositians, and 1o
receive our answers to them—and to promise on his part, that
if we wouid engage to consider them as the basis of the pros
posed Negotiation, he would intercede with the Dire@ory to
acknowledge us; and togive us a public audience. M. Y, stated
to us explicitly and repeatedly, that he was clothed with na
authority § that he wagnot a diplomatic charaQer; that he
Was not . .
he¢ was only the fnen:l of M Talleyr:l d lnd lrusted by him §
that with regard to himse!f he had .
aud that he earnestly wished well to the United Sules He
then took out of his packet a French translation of the Presi,
dent's Speech, the paits of which objetted to by the DireGtory
were marked agreeably to our request to M. X. and are con,
tained in the exhibit A, Then he made us the sccond set of
popositions, which were di€tated by him and written by M.
Ba X. ia

’
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_X. in our presence, and delivered tous, and which, translated
from the French, are as follows. ‘¢ There is demanded a for-
mal disavowal in writing, declaring that the Speech of the Ci-
tizen President Barras did not centain any thing offensive to
the Government of the United States, nor any thing which de-
deserved the epithets contained in the whole paragraph : Se.
condly, reparation is demanded for the article by which it shall
be declared, that the Decree of the Dire&lory there mentian-
ed did not contain any thing contrary to the Treaty of 1778,
and had none of those fatal consequences, that the para.
graph reproaches to it:  Thirdly it is demanded, that
there should be an acknowledgment in writing, of the de-,
predations exercised on our trade by the English and French
privateers : Fourthly, the Government of France, faithful to
the profession of public faith which it has made not to inter-
meddle in the internal affairs of For_cign Covernments with
which it is at peace, would look upan this parazraph as an at-
tack upon its loyalty, if this was intended by the President,—
Tt demands in consequence, a formal declaration, that it1s not
the Government of France nor its Agents that this paragraph
meant to designate : 1n cousideration of these reparations, the
French Republic is disposed to renew with the United States
(')f America, a Treaty which shall place them reciprocaliy in
the same state that they were in 1778, By this ne.r ‘I'reaty,
France shall be placed, with respet to the United States, ex.
attly onthe same footing as they stand with England, in vire
tue of the last Treaty which has been concluded between
them. A secret Article of this new Treaty would be a Loan to
be made by the United States to the French Republic; and
ance agreed upon the amount of the Loan, it would be endea-
woured to consult the conyenience of the United States with
respe@ to the best method of preventing its publicity. On
reading the Speech, M. Y. dilated very much upon the keen,
ness of the resentment it lad produced, and expatiated largely
on the satisfa®tion he said was indispensibly necessary as a
preliminary to negotiation, But, said he, Gentlemen, I will
not disguise from you, that, this satisfaction being male, the
essential part of the Treaty remains to be adjusted : il faut de
17argent—il faut beaucoup d’argent : *“ you must pay money, you
must pay a great deal of money.”” He spoke much of the
force; the honaur, and the jealoys Republican Pride of France §
and represented to us strongly the advantages which we should
deri e from the neptrality thus o be purchased. He said,
that the receipt of the money might be so disguised as to prs-
vent its being considered as abreach of neutrality by England ;
and thus save us from being embroiled with .that Power,—
Concerning the twelve hundred thousand livres little was
said ; that being completely understood on all sides to be re-
quired for the Officers of Government, and therefors needing
ro further explangtion. -These gropositions, he said, being
considered as the admitted Busis ot the proposed [reaty, M.
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Talleyrand trusted, that, by his influence with the Diceory,
be could prevail on the Governmeat to receive us. We asked
whether we were to consider it as certain that, without a.pre-~
vious stipulation to the effect required, we were _not to be re<
ceived. He answered, that M. Talleyrand bimnself was not
authorized to speak to us the will of the Dire&ory, and coia
sequently could not authoria: him. The conversition con-
tizued tll halfafier nine, when they lefe usy hating engaged
to breakfast with Mr. Gerry the next morning.

O&ober 215t, M. X. came before nine o'clock; M. Y. did
not come until ten ; he had passed the morning with M. Tal-
leyrand.  After breakfast the subject was immediately resume
€d. He represented to us that we were not yet acknowledged
or received ; that the IXrectory were so exasperated against
the United States, as to have come to a determination to de.
mand from us, previous to our reception, those disuvowals, ree
parations, and explanations, which were stated at large last
evening. He said, that M. Talleyrand and himself vwore exe
tremely seasible of the prin we must feel in complying with
this demand ; but that the Dire&ory would not dispense with
it; that therefore we must consider it as the indispensible
preliminary to obtain our reception ; unless we could find the
means to change their determination in this particular : that
if we satisfled the DireQory in these particulars, a Letter would
be written to us, to demand the extent of our Powers, and to
know whether we were authorized to place them precisely on
the same footing with England ?—whether, he said, our Full
Powers were really and substantially Full Powers ? or, like
those of Lord Malmesbury, only lllusory Powers ? That if
to this demand our answer should be affirmative, then France
wauld consent that Commissioners should be appointed to
ascertain the claims of the United S.ates, in like manner as
unler our Treaty with England; but from their jurisdiction
must be withdrawn those which were condemned for want of
arole d’equipige ; that being a point on which Merlin, while
Minister of Justice, had written a treatise, and on which the
DireQtary were decided. There would, however, be no ob.
jeftion to our compiaining of these captures in the course of
the Negotition, and if we could convince Merlin by our reason.
ing, the Minister would himself be satisfied with our so doing.
We required an explanation of that part of _the conversation,
in which M. Y. had hinted at our finding means to
avert the demand concerning the President’s Speech. He
answered, that he was not authorized to state those means,
but that we must search for them, and propose them ourselves,
If, however, we asked his opinion as a private individual, and
would receive it as coming from him, he would suggest to us

* the means which, ia his opinion, would succeed. On being

asked to suggest the means, he answered, Money ; that the

DigeQory were jealous of its own Honour, and of the Honour
. : of
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of the Nation ¢ that it intisted oa receiving from us the same
respe@ with which we had trcated the King ; that this Ho-
nour must be maintained in the manner before required, une
Jess we substituted in the place of those reparations something
perhaps more valuable, that was, Money. He said further,
that if we desired him to point out the sum which he believed
would be satisfa®tory, he would do 80.  We-requested himv.to
proceed ; and he said, that there were thirty-two mil-
tions of florins of Dutch Inscriptions, worth ten shile
Lings in the pound, which might be assigned to us at zos.
in the pound; and he proceeded to state to us the cer-
tainty, that after a Peace, the Dutch Government would' re-
pay us the money ; so that we should ultimately lose nothing ;
and the only cperation of the measure would be an advance
from us to France of Thirty-two Millions, on the credit ot the
Government of Holland. We asked him whether the Fifty
Thousand Pounds Sterling as a douceur to the Direttory, must
be in addition to this Sum ? He answered us in the affirmative.
We told him, that on the subje& of the Treaty, we had no
hes:tation in siying that our powers were ample : that-on the
o:her points propased to us we would retire into another room,
and return in a few minutes wich our answer,

We committed immediately to writing the answer we pro-
posed, in the following words: ** Qur powers tc}pec\»ng a
Treaty are ample ; but the proposition of a Loan in the form
of Dutch Inscrip:ions, or in any othar form, is got within the
Yimits of our instru®ions ; upon this point, therefore, the Go-
verament must be consu ted : One of the American Ministers
will, for the purpose, forthwith embark for America ; provided
the Dire@t::ry will suspend all further captures on American

vessels, and will suspend proceedings on those already cap-

tured, as well where théy have been already condemned, as
where the Decisions have not yet been rendered ; and that
where Sales have been made, but the maney not yet received
by the Captors, it shall not be paid until the preliminary
Questions, proposed to the Ministers of the United States bg
discussed and decided:** which was read as a verbal answer;
and we told them they might copy it if they pleased. M. Y,

. refused to do so; his Jisappaintment was apparent ; he said we
treated the Money part of the proposition as if it had proceeded

from the Dire&ory ; whereasin fa®t it did oot proceed even
from the Minister, but was only a suggestion from himself, as
a substitute-to be propased by us, in order to avoid the pa nful
acknowledgment that the Dire@ory had determined to de-
mand of us. It was tqld him, that we understood that matter
perfeltly ; that we knew the proposition was in farm to be
ours; but that it came substantiylly from the Minisier, We

" .asked what had led to our present conversation ? And General

Pinckney theo repeated the first communication from M. X.
{to the whole of which that Gentlemen assented) and we ob-

-

served that those Gentlemen had brought no testimonials of
their speaking any thing from authority; but that relying on
the fair charaers they bore, we had believed them when they
said they were from the Minister, and had conversed with
them in like manner,. as if we were conversing with M.
Talleyrand himself: -and that we could not consider any sug.

gestion M. Y. had made, 25 not having been previously ap-~
proved of ; but yet if he did not chuse to take a memo-

randum in writing of our answer, we bad no wish that
he should do so: and further, if he chose to give the
answer to his proposition the form of a propositisn from
ourselves, we could only tell him, that we had no other
proposition to make, relative to any advance of money oa our
part; that America had sustained decp and heavy losses by
French depredations on our Commerce, and that France hus
alledged so [many] complaints against the United States, that
on those Subje@s we came fully prepared, and were nota little
surprised to find France uawilling to hear us, and making de.
mands upon us which could never have been suspetted by our
Government, and which had the appearance of our being the
aggressing party. M. Y. expressed himself vehemently on the

resentment of France ; and complained, that instead of our |

Pproposing some 3ubnituce for the repirations demanded of us,
we were stipulating certain conditions to be perforied by the
Diretory itself ; that he could not take charge of such Propo-
sitions ; and that the Dire@ory would persist in its demand of
those reparations which he had at first stated. We answered,
that we could not help its it was for the DireQory to deter-
mine what course its own honour and the interests of France
required it to pursue ¢ it was for us to guard the interests and
bonour of our Country. M. Y. observed, that we had taken
no notice of the first Proposition, which was, to know whether
we were ready to make the disavowal, repatations and explana.

tions concerning the President's Speech, We told him that we

supposed it to be impossible, that cither he or the Minister
could imagine that such a proposition could require an answer :

that we did not understand it as being seriously expeted ; but.

merely a3 introductory to the subje@s of real co:sideration,
'He-spoke of the respe¢t which the Directory required, and
repeated, that it would exa@ as much as was paid to the antieng
Kings. We answered, that America had demonstrated to the
world, and especially to France, a much greater respe@ fop
her present Government than for her former Monarchy ;
and that there was no evidence of this disposition which
ought to be required, that we were nat ready to give,~
He said that we should certainly not be received ; and seemed
to shudder at the couseq We wld him that America
had made every pssible effort to remain on friendly term
with France; that she was still making them : ‘that if France
would et hear ws, but would make Wae on the United
States,

.
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States, nothing remained foc us, but to regret the unavoidable .
necessity of defending ourselves.

The subjelt of our powers was again mentioned; aod we
teld hiw, that America was solicitous w0 have no mare mis.
uaderstandings with any Republic, but especially with France ;|
that she wished a permanent Treaty, and wuas seusidle,
that no Treaty could be permanent, which did not coms
port with the interests of the parties; and therefore that he
mizht be assured, that our powers were such as authorized us
o place France on equal ground with England, inany respells

i which an inequality might be supposed to exist at present ,

between them, to the disadvantuge of France. ‘The subjei of

the role d’equipage was also mentioned ; and we asked what |

assurance we could have, it France insisted on the rizht of add-
ing to the stipulations of aur Treaty, or of altering them by
municipal regulations, that any future ‘I'reaty we could make
should be observed. M. Y. suid, that he did not assert the
principle of changing Treaties by municipal regulations; but
that the Dire@ory considered its regulation conceining the
role d'equipage as comporting with the Treaty. We obsesved
to him, that none of our vessels had what the Fre' ¢h termed
a role d’equipage, and that if we were to surrender ail the
property which had been taken from our Citizens in casss

where their vessels were not furnished with such a role, the

Government woull be respensible to its Citizeas for the pro-
pecty so surrendered ; since it would be impossible to under-
:t.;kc to assért,tlmt there was any plausibility ia the allegation,
that our Treaty required a role d’equipaze.

The subjedt of disavowals, &c. conceraing the Presideat’s
Speech was again mentioned; and it was observel, that the
Constituion of the Unitel States authorized aml rejuired our
President to communicate his ideas on the aflaiis of the Nu.

tion; that, in obediance to the Constitution, he had done so 5 -

that we had not power to confirm or invalidate any part of the
President’s Speech ; that such an attempt could produce no
other effc& than to make us ridiculous to the Government and
to the Citizens at large of the United States ; and to produce-

- on the parf of the President, an immediate disavowal and re-

calof us as his Agentsj that independent of this, all America
was acjuainted with the fadls stated by the President ; and our
disavowing them woukl not change the public senument con-
cerning them,

We parted with mutyal professions of pzrsoq:! respet, and
with full indications, on the partof M. Y. of his expeltation,
that we should immediateiy receive the threatened Letcer.

The nature of the above communication will evince the ne-

cessity of secrecy; and we have promised Messrs, X, and .

¥ . that their names shall in no cvent be made public.
Ve have the honour to be, with great respe&t and esteemn,
) Your most o edient huaybie Servants,
CHARLES COT:SWORTH PINCKNEY,
J. MARSIIALL, L. GLRRY.

P. 5. O8oYerey, 1797.~The Definitive Articles of Peacs,
are signed between the Ereach Republic and the Emperor ;.the,
part.culars you will find in the public prits.  The Portuguese,
Miaister is ordered togait France, as the Treaty with Porwugs}).
has ot beea yet ratiticd by the Queen.  The Treaty itself is
deciared by the Direltory to be void. Siuceour anival at Puris, |
the T'ribunal of Cassation has rejected Captain Scott's Peti-
tony complaiuing of the condemuna ion of lus vessel by the
Civil Tribunal, for the want of a rule d'equ page. Mr, ——
in behalf of the owners of the American vessels, who have
appealed in the last resort to the Tribunal of Cassation, informs,
that notwithstanding all the arguments———made use of =—— _
—= to put off the heuring of the Rosanna, as a diplomatic
case, till the issue of cur Negotiation is known, that case is set
down for heaning, and wiil come on the 29th or 3ath,iustant.
T'lie same =-—— ais0 says, that it is obvious, that the [rie
bunal have received instructions from the Oificers of Coverna
meat to hasten their decisions, apd that it was hardly worth
while to for all our Petitions in Cassation would be rea.
jeed. Ouradvocates i
on this subject

decline giving their seatiments .
under an appechieinsion of committing them-

selves.
Colonel Prcxrrix G,
Secretary of thie Uiited Suues.
PARACRAPH OP THE PRESIDENT'S SPRECH, REFERae
RED TO IN LEITER KU. I, UNDER THE TITLE
OF EXUIBLT Ae o
v 1S

“With this condu& of the French Government it will be pro.
per to take into view the public audience given to the late Mi«
r:ster of the United States, on his taking leave of the Execua -
tive Dire€tory.  The Speech of the President discloses senti-
ments more alarming than the retusal of a Minister, -because *
more dangerous to our Independence and Union, and at the -
same time studiouslymarkedwith indignities against the Governa
ment of the United States.  ft evinces a disposition to separats
the peop'e of the United States {rom the Government ; to per-
suade them, that they have different affetions, principles, and
interests from those of their Fellow-citizens, whom they
themselves have chosen to manage their common concerus ; *
and thus to produce divisions fatal to our peace. Such attempts
onght to be repelled with a decision which shall convince
France and the world, ‘that we are nt a degraded people, hu
milinted under a colonial sense of fear, fittcd to be the mise.
rable insttuments of foreign lnﬂl.cme, and regard.ess of na.
tional ho'mur, gh;mdcr, and interess,

I1.

“The diplomatic intercourse between France and the Umte.i
States being at present suspended, the Government has ne
means of obtainig official infornation from that Country 3
neveitheless, there 15 relsoa to belicve that the Executive Di.

reitory
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rectory passed 2 Dscree, on the 23 of Murch last, contravening
in patt the T'reary of Amity and Commerce of 1778, injurious
to our lawiui Commearce, anl endangering the Lives of our
Citizens. A Copy of this Decree will be laid before you.

. 1.

While we are endeivouring to adjust our differences with
France, by amicable Negotiation, the progress of the War in
Europe, the depredations on our Commerce, the perssnal in-
Juries to our Citizens, and the gencral complexion of affuirs,
render it my inlispensible duty to recommend to yaur coasider-
ation effetual measures of defence. ’
- : 1v.

It is impoisible to conceal from ourselves or the wor'l,
what has been before observed, that erijeavovrs have been
emploved to foster and éstablish a division bétacen the Go.
vernment and the People of the United States. To investi-
gate the causes ‘which have encouragel this attempt is rot
n<tessary.  But to1epel, by leciled and united councils, insi-
nuations so dercatary to the hanour, and agzressiens so dan-
gerous to the Caustitution, Uaion, and even Indepeadence of
the Nation, is an indispensible dury. :

ANSWER OF M. DARRAS,

Presijent of the Executive DiveQory, to the Speech of Mr.

Mo~ ror. on tuking leave, 1o which the Spesciiof tie

Presidenvot tiie Unued Siates refers.

M. Le Ministre Pléaipoten-
tiaire des Etats Unisd’Amé.
rique,

En présentant aniourd® hui
au Direétsire Exécunf vos
Lettres Je Ruppel, vour don.
nez 1 'Europe une spsctucle
bien etrange.

Le France, riche de sa Li-
berté, eutourée du cortdze de
scs victoires, tort de P'esiime
de ses Alliés ne s'ahaissera pas
A caleuler les suires de ia cona
descendance duGouvernemeat
Américain pour les saggestims
de ses anciens Tyrans. Le Ké-
publique Frangaise espere, au
suiplus que: les successeurs de
Columbus, Ramhiph,*, et
Penn, toujours tiers de leur
Liberié, n'oublieront jammais

u'ils {a doivent & I Frange,
is pésevont dans leur sagesse

12 magmanime bienve=illance au

Peuple Frangaise avec Ics as-

tucieuses caresses de quelques

perfides qui meditent de le ra-

méner 1 son antique esclavage,

Assurez, M. le Ministre le
boa Peuple’ Américain que
comme lui, nous adorons la
Liberté; que toujours il aura
notre estime et_qu’il trouvera
dans le Peuple Erangais, a gé.
nérosité Republicaine gui sait
accorder Ja paix corame’eile

Me. Minister Plenipotentiare
of the United States of
America,

By presenting to-dav vour
Leters of Recal tothe Fxe-
cutive Dire€tory, you give to -
Euripe a very s.rauge specta-
cle.

France, rich in her liberty,
surrounded by a crowd or vic-
torics, strong i the cateem of
her Allies, wili not abase hers
self by calealating the coiscas
quences of the condescension
of the American Gavernmnent
to the suguestions ot hee 1ot
mer Eyrants.— Moreover, the
‘Freach Repubiic hopes, that
the succes.ars of Coalumbus,
Raml:ph,® and Pean, alwavs
proud af thew Liberty, wiil
never forget that they owe 1t
to France. They will weigh
in their wislon the m-y
nanimous benevolerice of the
French Peopic with the erafiy
caresses of certain perfidious
persons, who meditte bringing
them back to their drmer sla-
very: As,ure the goud Aine.
rican People, Sir, that iike
them, we adore Leberty; that
they will always have our es-
teein, and that they will find
in the Freych People Reput lie
can generosity, which kiows

- ——————
- -
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how togrant Peace at itdoes
to cause its sovereignly to be

respected.

As to you, Mr. Minister
Pleaipotentiary, you have
combatied for principles, you
have kiown the true interests
of your Country. Depart with
our resret.  [n you we give
up a Representative to Amee
vica, and rerain the remema
briice of the Citizen whose
pers nal qualities did honour tg
thattitie. '

%% Probably intended for Raleigh.

fait faire respe@er sa souve-
raineté. :

Quanta vous, M. le Minis-
tere  Pleniptentiaire,  vous
avez combattu pour les priaci-

s, vous avez connu les vrais
mtéréts de votre patrie—partez
avec uos regrets. Nous ren-
dans en vous un réprésentant
I’ Amérique, et ncus reienons
Je saouvemr du Citoven dont
les quatds personelles honoe
raicat ce titre.

—e

(No. 11.) )
Dear Siv, ) Parir, Nov. b, 1997,
We now inclose you in thirty-six quarto piges of Cypher,
aad in eight pages of Cypliered Exhibits, the sequel to the de-
tuils commenced in No. 1. dated the 224 of last month, and
have the honour to ke,
- Your mast oh:dient humblé Servants,
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, "
J. MARSHALL, :
E. GERRY.
Colonel PrckERING.
October 27th, 1797,
About twelve we receivel another visit from M. X, He im=
mediately meationed the great event announced in the Papers,
and then said, that some proposals from us had been expected
on the subieft on which we had before conversed ; that the
Dite&ory were becoming imputient, and would take a deciled
course with regird ta America, if we could not saften them. '
We answered, that on that subje@ we hal already spoken ex-
plicitly, and had nothing farther to add.  He mentioned the’
change in the state of things which :ad been produced by the
Peace with the Emoeror, as warranting an expe&ation of a
change in our system ; to which we only 1eplied, that this
event had been expected by us, and would not in any degree
affelt our condu®. M. X. urced, that the Direory had,
since this Peace, taken a kigher and more decided tone with
r spe&t to us and all other Neutral Nations than had been bee
fore taken; that it had Leen determined that all. Nations
should aid them, or be cousidered and treated as their Ene
mics., We answered, that such an effe@ had already been
contemplated by us as probuable, and had not been cverlooked,
when we gave to this propasitionour decided answer; and
further, that we had no powers to Negotiate for a Lodn of Mo-
ney; that our Government had oot contemplated such 4 cira
cumstance in any decree whatever; that if we should stipulate
a Loan, it should be a perfe@ly void thing, and would only
deceive France and expose ourselves. M. X. ‘again expatiated
on the power and violence 6f France : he urged the danger of '
our

- . ey Nt e oa
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Bur situation, and pressed the policy of scfeening them, and of
thereby obtaining time. The present men, he said, would
very prodpably not continue long in power ; and it would be very
uatortunate, if those who might succeed, with better disposi-
tions towards us, should find the two Nations in a¢tual War.
We answered, that if WVar should be male on us by France,
it would be so obviously Yorced on us, that on a change of mien,
Peace might be made with as much facility as the present dif-
ferences could be accommodated : we added, that all America
deprecated a War with T rance ; but that our present situation
was more ruinous to us than a declsred War would be ; that at
present our Commerce was plundered unprotefted ; but that if
War was declared, we should seek the means of protetion.
M. X. said, he hoped we should n.t form a conne@ion with
Britain; and we answered, that we hoped so too; that we
had all been engiged in our Revolution YVar, and felt its
fnjuries; that it had ‘mide the deepest impression on us; but
that if France should attack us, we must seek the best means
of self-defence. M. X. again returned to the subject of mo-
ney : said he, Gentleinen, you do nat speak to the point—it is
mouey : it is expe@ed that you will offer money. We said
we had spoken to that psint very explicitly : we had given an
answer. No, said e, you have not ; what is your answer ? We
replicd, itisno; no; nota sixpence. He again called our atten
tion to the dangers which threatened our Country, and asked,
if it would not be prudent, _though we might not make a Loan
to the Nation, to interest an influential friend in our favour.
He said, we ought to consider what men we had to treat with;
that they disregarded the justice of our claims, and the rea-
soning with which we might support them ; that they disre.
garded their own Colonies; and considered themselves as per-
feCtly invulnerable with respect to us; that we could only ac-
q'uire an interést among them by a judicious application of
money ; and it was for us to consider, whether the situation of
our Country did not require that these means should be gesort.
ed to. We observed, that the condul of the French Govern-
ment was such as to leave us much reason w fear, that, should
we give the money, it would effle& no good purpose, and wou'd
not produce a just mode of thinking with respet tous. He

saidl, that when we employed a Lawyer we gave him a fee,

without knowing whether the cause could be gained or not;
but it was necessary to have one, and we paid for his services,
whether those services were successful or not: so in the pre-
sent state of things, the money must be advanced for the good
offices the individuals were to render, whatever might be the
effect of those good offices. We told him there was no paral.
le:l in the cases; thata Lawyer, not being to render the ad-
judgment, could not command su:cess: he could only eudea-
vour to obtain it; and consequently, we could only pay him
for his endeavours : but the Diretary could devide on the issue

’
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of our Negotiation. 1t had only to erder, that no more Anres
rican Vessels should be seized, and to dire@® those now in
custody to be restored, and there could be no opposition to the
order. He said, that all the Members of the Direftory were
not disposed to re:eive our money : that Merlin, for instance,
was paid from another quarteY, and would touch no part of the
Douceur which was to come fromus. We replied, that we

, understood that Merlin was paid by the owners of the Priva-

tee1s; and he nodded an assent to the fa®.  He proceeded to
press this subjet with vast perseverance. He told us that we
paid money to obtain Peace with the Algerines and with the
Indians; and thatit was doing no more.to piy France for
Peace. To this it was answereld, that wheu our Government
commenced a U'reaty with either Algiers or the Indian Tribes,
it was understood that money was to form the basis of the
Treaty, and was its essential Article ; that the whole Nation
knew it, and was prepared to expect it as a thing of course 3
but that in treating with France, our Government had sup-
posed that the Proposition, such as he spoke of, would, if
made by us, give mortal offeace.

He asked, if our Govémmeat did not know, that nolhmg
was to be obtained here without money ? We replied, that our
Government had 110t even suspeed such a state of things.—
He appeared surprized at it, and said, there was not an Ame-
rican in Paris who could not have given that information. We
told him that the Letters of our Minister had indicated a very
contrary temper in the Governmeat of France; and had re-
presented i‘t as a&'ng entirely upon principle, and as feeling a
very pure and disinterested affe@ion for America. He looked
somewhat surprized, and said briskly to Genera! Pinckney;
Well, Sir, you have been a long time in France and in Hol-
land—what do' you think of it ? General Pinckney answered,
that he considered M. X. and M. Y. as men of truth, acl of
consequence Le could have but one opinion on the subjest.—
He stated, that Hamburgh and other States of Europe were
obliged to buy a Peace; and that it would be equally for cur
interestto do so. Once moare he spoke of the danger-of a
breach with France, and of her power, which nothi- g could
resist. We told hum, that it would be in \!ain for us to deny

her pawer, or the solicitude we felt to avoid a contest with it

that no Nution estimated her power more highly than Amea
rica, or wishod more to be oa amicable terms with her; but
that one object was still dearer to us than the {riendship of
Frauce—which was our National Independence: that Ame.
rica bad taken a Neutral station ; she had a right ta take it;
no Nation fiad a right to force us out of it; that to lend a Sum
of Moncy. to a Belligerent Pawer, aboundiag in every thing res
quisite for \War but money, was to relinquish our Neutrality,
and take part in the War ; to lend this moncy under the lash
and coercion of France, was to relinquish the Government of

B ouselves,
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Guvetlvps; and vnhit to’ a Forcigo Government.imposed,

pon ue hy-foree § that wo would make at ;eas;ongmanxy.

struggle before wo thus surreadered our National Indepen-

dunce; that our gase was different from that of ane of the mis

noc Nationd of Euseps; they wore. unable to maintain their.
Sodependence, and did not exped o doso: Ametica wasa
great; asd; 30-far &3 concersed her Scif-dofence, a powerful
Nation ;.she was sble to maiotain her Independence ; and,
smuse deserve to Jose. it, if she permitted it. te be wrested from,
her; that Francs and Brisia had been at War for near fifty,
yesurs of die last hundred, and might probably be at War foe
Sy years-of the Cenpury. to.come 3 -that Amesica had no mo-
tsives which could jaduce ber to. invalve herself in those Wars;
snd: that, if she now preserved her Neutrality and her Inde.
pendence, it was most probahle tiat she would not in future be
afrald, 1 sho bad beea for four. yeass past; but if. she now sura
xendered her rights of Self-goverament to France, or permits
ted them 0 be wrn from har, she could got expeét to recover
whem), or to yemaia Newsal in any future War. e said that
France had lent us Money during our Revolution War, and,
wily-veguired thas we should ‘aow exhibit the same friendship
forher. Wae answered, that the cases were very different;
thet Americs solicited o Loan fsom France, and left herat
Lbexty to grant or refuse it 5 but that France demanded it from
Amgcions and Jeft us mo choice on the subjet. We also told
hiza there wasanother difference in the cases ; that the money
was lent by Fance f r great National and Freach: objects 3
¢ was lent vomabm a Rival, and an Enemy whom she hated 3
that the moniey, if leat by America, would not be for any Ame-
sican ebjedn, but 1o-enable Prance to extend. still further her
eonguests. The conwersation continued for nearly two howrs
sed the public and private advance of money was pressed and
sepressag in & variety of forms. Atlength M. X, said that he
did nothlame us; thatour determination wahk certainly proper,
if we covld keep it : but he shewed. desidedly his apinion to be
"that we-osuld not keep is.  He said that he weould communi,
cate, as neatly a3 he ceuld, our conrersation to the Minister,
orve M. Y. whbegives by him to the Miniiter ; wo are not
éertain which., Wethen separated. ' On the 2ad of O&tabegy
M. 3. a French Gentleman of respeable. churadler, inform,
od Mr. Gersy, that M. Talleyrand, Minister of Foreign Re-
Jations, who prefesped ta be well-disposed towprds the United
Stares, had expefied: 0 have seen the American Ministers
frequently in their private capagitios ; and to_haye.canferred
with them individually on the objets of, their mission ; and
$ad quthorized M. 2. tomake this communieation.to Mr. Ger
29 - The bitter seat for his Colleagues ; and a conference was
held with M, Z. on the subje&, in which Gen. Pinckney-and
Goen, Mosshall sngeosood 4heis opiniens, that aof.heing ace
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quainted with M. Talieyraod, they: could dot- wich progeiety
call on him; but that, apoordmg to the custom of France, he
nu;h: expe.a this of Mr. Gerry, from a previous acquaintapge
in America, This Mr. Gerry reluctantly complied wxd; on
the 23d, and with M. Z called on M. Talleyrand, w’hot not
beingthea at hisoffice, appointed the 28th for the interview,
After the first mavduf.hon. M. ’l‘a‘lleyrznd began the confee
rence. He 2aid, that the DireQory had passed an Arrete,
which he offered for pequsal, in which tbey had demanded of
the Envoys an explanation of some parts, and 2 reparation for

 others, of the Presideat’s Speech to Congress of the 16th of

May last : he was seasible, he said, that difficulties would exisg

on the part of the Envoys, relative to the demand ¢ but that by

their offering maaey, he thought he could prevent the effectof
the Arreie, M. Z. at the request of Mr. Gerry, having stated

shat the Envoys have no such powers ; M, Talleyrand repliedy

they cau in such case take a power on th lves ; and prop

ad that they should makg aLoan. Mr. Gerry then addressed

M. Talleyrand distin&ly in English, which he said he undere

stood, and stated, that the upeasiness of the Dire@ory result=

ing from the President’s Speech was 3 sub)eﬁ unconnedted

with the objets of the mission ; that M. Barras, in his Speech-
to Mr. Munroe, on his recal, had expressed himself in a mane
ner displeasiag ta the: Government and Citizens of the United
$rates; that tho Prevident, as the Envoys conceived, had

made such observatiqns on M. Barras’s Speech as were necese
sary to vindicate the honour of the United States ; that thig

was nat considered by our Government as a subje of dispute

betiveen the two Nagions ; that having no instru@ions respeéte
ing it, we could not make any explanacians, of regarations res

lating to it; and. that M. Talleyrand himself was sufficiently

acquainted with the Constitution of the United States to be

saavinced of the truth of these observations,

Mr; Gerry further stated, that the : powess of the Ean. a8
they conceived, were adequate to the discussion and adjuste
ment of all points of real difference between the two Nations $
that they could alter and amend the Treaty ; or, if necessaryy
form a new one; that the United States were anxiously desicy
ous af remoying all causes of complaint between themselves and
France, and of renewing their former friendship .and integ~
course on terms which should be mutually honourable and. hea
meficial (q the two Nations § but not on any other terms 3 that
as to 3 Laan, we had no powers whatever to make ong ; that if
‘we wese to attempt it we should deceive himself and the Die
reQory likewise, which ag men of hapoyr we: could not dog

“but that we could send one of our number for instruions on

this proposition, if deemed expedient, pravided that the other
abje@s of the Negoriation cauld be discussed and adjysted ; thag
ashohiad expressed a desire to spnfer with the Egvoys indivi-

c duallys




doally, it was'the wish of Mr. Gerry that such a cenference
thouid take place, and their opinions thusbe ascertained, which
the tonceived corresponded with his own in the particulars men-
f_'mntd. M. Talleyfand, in answer, said, he should be glad ro
coafer with the other Envoys individually, but that this matter

sbout the money must be settled directly, without sending to-

America ; that he would not communicate the Arrete for a
week ; and that if we could adjust the difficulty respe@ing the
Speech, an application would nevertheless go to the United
States for a Loan. A Courier arrived at this moment from
Ttaly, and M. Talleyrand appearing impatient to read the let-
ters, Mr. Gerry took leave of him immediately. He followed
to the door, and desired M. Z. to repeat to Mr. Gerry what
he, M. Talleyrand had sald to him. Mr. Gerry then retirned

. to his quarters with M. Z. took down the particulais’ of this

z'merview, as hefore stated, sent for Generals Pinckney and-
‘Marshal,, and read it to them in the presenceof M. Z. who
“confirined it. Generals Pinckney ind Marshall then desired
M. Z. toinform M. Talleyrand that they had nothing to add
€ this conference, and did not wish that the Anete might be
dehyel on lhelr account.
N : O ober 291h.

° M. X. again called onus. He said M. Taléyrand was ex-
trem:ly =nzious to be of service tous, and had requested that
one 1hore effort should be made toinduce us to enable him te
Be 30, A grent deal of the same conversation which had pissed
at our former interviews was repeated. The power and tite
haughtiness of France was again displayed to us. We were
Yold, that the Destrullion of Englind was incvitable : and
that'the Wealth and Arts of that Nation would naturally pass
over to America, if thit event should find us in peace. To
this observation we replied, 'that France would probably forbid
America to receive them, in like manner as she had forbid
Switzerland to permit the residence inits country of a British
Minister.—We told him also, that we were sensib'c of the va-
lue of Peace, and therefore sought it unremittingly, but that
it was real Peace’ we sought br, and real Peace only which
©>uld be desirable,

* ‘The sum of his proposition was, that if we would pay, by
way of Tees (that was his expression) the sum of moriey de~
wunded for private use, the Dire€tory would not receive us;
bat would permit us toremnin in Paris as we now were; and
we should be received by M. TFalleyrand, until one of us coud
8> to America and consult our Government on the subje&t of

_ ahe Loair ‘Phese were the circumstanices, he said, under

which the Mini:ter of Portugal had -treated. We asked
“him’'if, ‘in the mean time, the Dire&ory would order the
*Amesican -Propety not yet passed into the hands of the
“Privatecesmen, to be restored: - He said explicitly thas- they

.. .
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would not. We asked him, whether they would sospesd for..
ther depredations on our Commerce 2. He- sdid they would
riot : but M. Talleyrand observed, thaton this subje& we cauld
not sustain much additional injury, becawse the winter seasen
was approaching, when few additional caprures would be made.
We told him that France had taken violently from Amerisn
more than Fifty Miltions of Dollars, and mreated us is cvery
respeét as Enemies, in return of the friendship we had manie
fested for her ; that we had come to endeavour w reswcd’
harmony to the two Nations, and t obtain compensation for
the injuries our Countrymen susmined, and that in licu of thig
compensation, we were told that if  we ‘would pay Twelve
Hundred Thousand Livres, we might be permitted to remain
in'Paris; which would only give us the benefit of seging
the Plays and Operas of Paris' for the ‘wintér, -that we
might have time to ask (rom our Country to exhaust her Rde
sources for France, whose depredations would be continued,
He again stated, that by this procedure we should suspend a
War; and that perhaps in five or six mondu Power mxght
change hands.
" We rold him that what we wished tosee in ‘France vm a
temper sincerely friendly to the United States, and really dis-
posed to do us justice ; ‘that if 'we could perceive this, we
might not so much regard a lictle money, such as helstated to
be nsual, although we should hazard ourstlves by giving it;
but that we saw only evidences of the most exreme hostility
towardsus: War was made upon us so far as- France could
make it in the present state of things ; and ‘it was pot even
proposed, that on receiving our money this War should cease ¢
we had no reason to believe that a possible benefit could rea
‘sult from it ; and we desired him to say, that we would not
give ‘a shilling, unless American Propesty un;unly apulro
ed was previously restored, and. further hostilities suqended 3
and that unless this was done, .we did not conceive'that we
could even consult our Governmeat concerning a lmn; that
if the Dire@ory would receive us and commence Negotiationd,
and any thing occurred which rendered a eomuluuon of the
‘Governmeant necessary, one of us would return: 3 "America
for that purpose. He sxid, that without this money we should
be obliged to quit Paris ; ad that we ought to consider the
‘consequences : the Property of the Americans would be cone
fiscated, and their Vessels in Port embargoed. - We told him
that unless there was & hope of a reconciliation, these evils could
not be prevented by us ; and the litde delay we might obtain
would only increase them ; that our. Mission tiad inddced ~
“many ‘of our Countrymen 4o trust their Vessels intothe Ports
‘of France, and'that if we remained in’ Paris, that very gir-
cumstance would- increase.the number ; and conseguently ‘the
4njury whick oyr Cmtrvmeuweuld sustain, £ ffﬁﬂﬂ ¢auld
C o . permit
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pevmit herself 30 to violate her own Engagements and the Laws
-of Nations. He cxprésséd a wish, thit M. Y. should sec us
‘edcemore. We told him thata visit from M. Y. asa private
Centieman, would always be agreeable to us: but if he came
anty with the expe@ation that we ‘should stipulate advances of
moticy, without previously establlishing a solid and permanent
Yeconciliation; he might save himself the trouble of the appli.
<ation, because it was-a #ubje@ we had considered maturely,

#nid on which we were immoveable. He parted with us, say-

ing, if that wae the case it would not be worth while for M. Y.
‘Cocome. In the evening,  while Gen. Pinckney and Gea.
Marshall wereabsent, M. Y. and M. X. called, and were.in-
vned by Mr. Gesry to btenkﬁxt with us.the next morning.
- : Qétober 30.
’ lmmeduately after bmkfut the subjet was resumed. M.
Y. spoke without interruption. for near an hour. . He said
that he was desirous of making a last. effort to serve us, by
proposing something which might accommadate the differences
between the two Nations ; that what he .was now about to
snention: had not by any means the approbation of the Direc-
tory ; nor could M. Talleyrend undertake further than tamake
from us the proposition to the DireQory, and use his influ-
ence for its suctess; that last week M, Talleyrand could not
Rave ventured to bave offered such Propositions ; but that his
“gituation had been very-materially changed by.the Peice with
the Emperor.- By that Peace be had acquired in an high de-
“gree the confidence of the DireCtory, and now possessed great
‘influence with that Body ; that he was also closely connected
* with Buonaparte and the Generals of thé Army in Italy ; and
was to be considered  as firmly fixed in his post, at least for
five or six months >’ that utider these circamstances he could

resources of his genius, would most probably be enabled to in~
vade England; in which event their Government-would be
overturned ; but should this Invasion not be abealugely effeCads
yet the alarm it would spread. through the Nation, the empre
mous expence it must produce, would infallibly ruin them, ifit
was to be continued ; and would drive them to save themaelves
by a Peace; that independent of this, France posséssed means

.which would infallibly destroy their Bank, and their whole

Paper System. Ho said he koew very well it was generally
conje@ured, that Buonaparte would leave Italy, and the Army
which -had conquered under him, and which adored him; he
assured [us that] nothing could be more unfounded than
the conjeure 3 that Buonaparte had for more than ten days
left Italy for Rastadt, to preside over the Congress which was
formed for adjusting the affairs of the Empire. Hésaid that Pitt
himself was so.confident of the absolute necessity of Peace, that
after-the Naval ViQory ever the Dutch, he had sigaified his
readiness to treat on the same terms he had offered before that
A&ion; we could not then rely on the assistance of England,
What, he asked, would be our situation, if Peace should be
made with England before our difference with France would
ke accommodated 2 But, he continued, if cven England should
be able to continue the War, and America should unite with
her, it would not be in our power to injure France. - We might

-indeed-wound her Ally ; but.if we did, it would be so much

the worse-for us. After having stated the dangers attending
us, if we should engage in the War, he proceeded to the advane
tages we might derive from a neutsal situation ; and insisted at
large on the wealth which would naturally fiow into out Coune
try from the destru@ion of England.

-He next praceeded to detail the propositions which are

‘undertake t offer, in our behalf, Propositions which bek
“this increase of influeice he could not have h ded. M.

b .in the Paper anneged, marked (A.) except that he

Y. then called our attention to our awn situation, ind to the
force France was capable of bringing to bear.upon us. He said
‘that We weré the best judges of our capacity to resist, 30 faras
‘depenided on our own resotirces, and ought not to deceive our-
‘selves on so- interestinga subje@. . The fate of Venice was
" one which might ‘befd the United States.. But he proceeded

ingisted that we should engage to use our influence with our
Government: for the Loan. He stawd expressly, that the
propositions were to be considered as made by us ; that M,
‘Talleyrand would not be responsible for the success of any one
of them ; he would only undertake to use his influsnce with
the DireQory in support of them. The proposition, he said,

¢o ebserve, it was probable we might rely on forming a League
‘with England. - If we had such a reliance, it would fail us.—=
“Lhe ‘situation of England was -such, as to compel Pitt to
fnakKe Péace on' the terms of France. " A variety of causes
‘weré in operatioh’ which made- such an effet absolutely cer-
tain. " Tosay nothing of the opposition in England to the Mi-
‘mister dnd to the War,-an ‘opposition which the fears of the Na-
"*tion would ificrease ; to say-natling of a.War agaimst England
iwhi¢h was préparing in-the North ; an Army of ane hundred
-*and fifty theasand ewny umder the command of Buonzparte,
:wpread upen: the ‘coast/of “France, and aided by all the vast
o .

ning a susp of Hostilities on the part of France,
was one which proceeded eatirely from himself ; M. Talleye
j’and had not been consulted upon it; and he could not under.
take to say that that Gentleman would consent even to lay it
before the Dire@ory. The proposition for an advance to the
Government of Fraoce, of as much money as was due from it
to our Citizens on coatrad, and as might be determined to be
due far Vessels improperly captured and condemned, was, he
aid, indispensible ; umless we made that, it was unnécessary
to make any other; for the others would not be received,
He expatuted on the vast advantages we should denve from
delay; it was,” he said, absolutely to gain our cause,” Hg¢ ros
surned
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wrhed to the-daripet of oursitta6idn and the policy of making:
with France-any sccommodation which Prance would assnt
to. Pérhapsy said he, you believe that in retemiog and exe
posing 19 your Countrymen the unreasonablesess of the de-
mandsof this Govémament, you will unite them in their res
sisamce: 10 these damseads; you are mistaken—~you ought -t
koow that die diplomatic skill of Prance, and the. means she
possestes io yosr Coontry, are sufficieat. to enazble her, with-
the French party in Ametica; -to thfow the blame which will
atend the “rupuire of the megociatiens on the Federalists; as:
You térm yourstlves, but on the British party, as France'
terms you; and you taay asture yourselves this will be done.:
Fe concluded with declarstions of being perfediy disinterest<
€d § and declaced ﬂnthuonlynodvbh speaking thus frecly
were his friendship for M. Talleyrand, and his wish to prow
xote the intdrests and peace of the Uniited Svitesi -

" We told him that the freedom with which be had #yoken,
and which was agreeable 10 us, would induce us tb sgeaté freely:
alsos and for once to accor -panynrmwoﬁhem state
of things with a retrospet of the past ; that Amerfca was the

. only Nation upon earth which felt and had -exhibited a real’

frlendﬂaph&e Rejublic of Prance; that ationg the Eme
pires round her, which were compelted to bend Ben€ath heg
power, and to obey her commands, dwewunotmbludu
had-voluntarily ackrowledged her Govemnment, or manifests
&4 for'it spontaneously, any mark of regard. America’ alone’
Bad stepped forward, 2ad given the most unequivocal- proofs of
2 pure and sincere friendship, a¢ a time when almost the whele
European world, when Austria, Germany, Prussis, Russia,
Spain, Sardinia, Holland, and Britain, were leagued against
France ;—when her situation was ia truth hasardeds, and' it
mdmm»Wﬂthhthu.
America alode stood forwird, and- openly and boldly avowed
her enthustasim i favour of the nemm. and tm deep m(
Sincere interest in her fate. -
" From that time td the present, the Government and people of
the United States have uniformly manifested a fincere and aré
Went friendship for France, aud have, as they conceive, la 0é
single insfance, given to this Republic just cause of nmbuge i
it they have done 30, they wish it to be pomted out to t‘hem.
‘After the determination of France to break off all’ regular inl
!ercourse with tBem, they have sent three npvoy: Extnord:.
hary to endeavour to make such explanations as smiight produte
seconciliation ; 3 these Envoys are prepired to investigate, and
wish to investigate any measures which may Hlave given of-
e—and are persuaded that they can cnm-ely Justify the
condud of their Government.—To this distant, unoFcndmg,
friendly Republic, whu is d:e comlud and the hnguage of
I-‘m! Wherever o‘u' propenxan be tound. ﬂle uu.e: and

‘e

talews it frops op; smpmovoked, die determined 8- teeat- us. 48,
Buoemies,. and our making no resistance predases no diminue,
tien of hostility against us ¢ she abuses and imsulsour Governe ,
ment, endenvours o weaken- it in the sstimation af the Peopls,
recals her own: Minister, refuses to receive ours, aad whop exe,
do-wwey. misunderestandings, and such altpratioas in the exista,
ing ‘velations.of the tws Couatries, a8 maybe mutually satise
faltory; s9d may wnd t0 produce harmoay, the Envoys wha
bear these powers sro net mcsivied 3 they ave not permitend 48
tteer the anticable wishes of thelr Countrp~—but in the baughta
style of a master, they.are wid that unless they will pey-8
sum-to Which their. rescurcss scarcely extead, that they
may expolk the vengeance of Prance, and, like Venice, be
erased- from -the:list ‘of Natiobs 1- thit : Franes will annibilste
the -only free itepablic'upon earth,. s0d the euly Natics inr
the aniverse which has’ veluntarily nianifested for. her 2 cora
dial and teal friendohip ! What improtsion must this make upony
the mind of América, if without prowoestion France was deter=
mined to mace War wpin us; unless we purchimed Peags 2 We
could ‘not edsily believe that even: sur Mohey would save ur—y
dur Independence would never cense 80 give pifance, and would:
always furnish's pretexe fof feshs demands. On the advane
tages of Neutrality, it was undecessary 0 say sy thing 3 all
the efforn of our Governfent weve exerted & maintin ity
and we wonld' never willingly yare with it. With respet o2
political ‘conneftion with Britsla, we told him that Amesicy
had never contemplated it. ' Whether the dungor be repras
senited that Governntent 10 be in, was or was aot 2eal, Mo
would not undertake ts' decide—Brisin we believed had muchy
reason o wish fot Pesse; #nd Francd. had sauch teason: 19
wish for Peace aleds if Peace already existed, i‘vul‘m
chiange the ¢oirse Amarica would pursue. - ye

- M. Y. manifested the most-excossive impatience; bq w
terrupted w and ssid, This- eloguant dissertation might h!
trut; Ameriés might have masifestsdy and he believed had
tmnifested great friendsisip for Brance, and had just camplaintg
against her ; but e did Aot edme 89 listen o thase complaiats,
e Minister would, en ourrequest, mike for ne cersain pros
positions’ w the Diréflory ;—he had seated them to an; aad
all the answer e wished was, ymsorne ; did we or did wenoy
solicit the Minister to mmake  the- prayosigion for ws 2 We told
hirh, thet without geing forther into the discussion, we aliosq
to remirk ofe of two: things 7 they were, shat-she exigting
Tireaties gavé -3 Prance certan: advadtages which were yory,
eisential-sthat efpécieily the Amaerican edest affarded a prde’
tion nezi Sevo mites i @ueeht scouse priges medt by France
onher enbritick sil vefirsed that protsion 4 the prioes ke
fmwi&mmmum mum«m

b I.

[T SR



!

~ (3 )

§du inbages would be Toit for ever. We also told him, we
tere convinced thit France miscalculated on the Parties in
Ameérica; that thé extrerne injustice offered to our Country
woild uniié every man against her; “M. X. informed us that
F1. Tailéyrand %ould fiot consént even to lay this propositiort
Before the Diréory withotit previously receiving the Fifty
Thousaiid Pouinds, or thé gréater part of it. M. Y. left in
Writing hi§ propcsitions, dnd we returnéd the answer dnne\ed;
dnd n‘nrkcd (8.)
November tst.

It was at leagth agreed that te wou'd hold no more indire&t
intércourse wich the Government.
‘ Nevember 3.1.

M. X. called on U3, and told Genéral Pirckuey and Genes
#21 Marshall {Mr. Gerry not being within) that M. Y. wished
Bnce more to see us. Wé answered, tliat we should at any
time be glad to see M. Y. as a'private Gentleman ; but that if
Ris object was only td repéac his propositions for money, it was
perfeltly unnecessary to do 30 ; because on that subject it was
finpossible for us to clange the auswer we hal alrealy given.
We told him further, that we considered it as degrading our
Country to carry on further such an indire® intercourse as we
had for some time subniittéd to, and had determined to réceive
o propositions, unless the persons who bore them had acknow-
Jedged authority to tréat with us. He s1id, that perhaps M. Y.
might have wricten powers from thé Minister ; and we replied,
that |f he had we should receive his communications with
p.c:sure. He spoke of a probable Peace with England, and,
faving requested us to be at home in the aftefnoon, left us.
'"About threa o’clock he came, and after s>ine conversation,
In which we repeated in subsiance what is stated above, he
shewed us a Paper, which he said was a copy of a Letter pre-

‘pared for us by M. Talleyrand, requesting an explanation of

partof the President’s Speech, and which he said wouid be
sent, unless we came into the Propositions which had been
made us. We wished to take a Copy of it, which he declined
permitting, saying he was forbidden to allow i, We sp.xké
of the Letter cuming to us as a measure we had no expetation
of preventing ; and he said he could not understand that we
wished it delayed. Ta which we answered, that the delay
of a few days could not be desired, unless a hope existed, that
* the Direfory might become more friendly to our Country.
He said thatintelligence had been received from the United
States, that if Colore! Burr and Mr. Maddison had constituted
thé mission, the differences between the two Nations would
have been accommodated before this time. He added,
&5 a A& he was not instrufted to communicate, that M. Tal-

- Jevrand wis preparing a Memorial t be sent out to the United

States, tomplaining of us as being unfrieadly to an accommo.
ntion with France. We replicd ® this intelligence from the

United States, that the Minister’s Correspondents in America
took a good deal on themselves, when they undertook 0.
say how the Dire@ory would have received Colonel Burr
aiid Mr. Maddison ; and that with respé to the Viemorial
of M. Talleyrand, it would not be easy for him to convince
our Counteymen, that.the siatements- we should mike were
untruey if, however, we were confident that our cona,’
dut would be condemnsd, M. Tilleyrand might be assured
that the fear of censure would not induce us to desenve
it: but that we should a& in a manner which our own judg-
ments and consciences wouid approve of ; and we tiusted we
should be supported hy the great boly ot candid and ho:est
men. In this conversation we again staied, that America had
taken a neucral position § that she had faithfuily sought o
preserve it; that a Loan of Maney toone of the Beiligerent *
Powers was directly to take mrt in the War; ani thatto
trke part in the War against her own judgmeat and will,
under the coercion of Fr.mr.e, was to surmnder our lnde~
peudcncc.
————
'EXHIBIT A.

{Inclosed in the Eavoys’ Letter of November 8, 1797, No .:.]

The American Eavays shill remain here for six months, in
the same manzer and upon the same footing, with regard to
etiquette, as did M. d"Aranjo, the Envoy ot Porlugal. '

) 11, .

° T'here shall be named a Commission of five Members, ngrcc-‘
ably toa form to be established, for the purpose of deciding up-
on the reclamations of the Americavs, relatve to the Prizes
made on them by the French Privateers,
. 111, .

The American Envoys will engage, that their Government
shall pay the indemnifications, or the amouat of the sums ale
ready decreed to the American Creditors of the Frei.ch Re-
This pryment shall be
made under the name of 4n advance to the French Republic
who shall repay it ina time and a manner o be agieed upon. !

1v. .

One of the American Envoys shall return to America, to
demamd of his Government the necessiry Powers to pur-
chase, for cash, the thirty-two milliens of Dutch Rescriptions
belonging to the French Republic, in case the Eavoys should
conclude a Treaty which shall be approved by the two Nae
tions.

public, and by the Comrmissioners.

V.

. 1n the interval, the Definitive . Treaty shall proceed for the

termination of all differences existing beiween the Freach
Republic and the United States, so as' that the Treaty may be
concluded immegiately va the sewrn of the Deputy, N

D . . Vi
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. The question of the rale d'equipage shal! remain suspended

until the return of the Deputy, ana the Commission shall not
pronounce upon any reclajnaiion where this paint _shaﬂ be in
question.

VIIL.

" During the six 'mon,ths granted for the going and returning
of the Deputy, hostilities against the Americans shall be sus-
pended as weil as the process for condemnation before the
Tribunals: and the money of the prizes already condemned,
in the hants of the Civil Oficers of the nation shall remain
there, without being delivered to the privatcers-men, until the
getyrn of the deputy. )

——
EXHIBIT B. ’
EReccived with the Envoys’ Letter No. 3, dated &th Novem-
ber, 1797.]

‘The Envays Extraordinary and Ministers Plemmlemnry of
the United States, cannot avoid observing the very unusual si-
tuation in which they are placed, by the manner in whjch they
are alone permitted to muke ¢ommunications on the oqu&s of
their mission: They are cailed upon to pledge their Country
(0 a very great amount, to aiswer demands which appear ta
them as extiaordinary as they were unexpeted, without being
permitted to discuss the reason, the justice, or ihe policy oo
which thase demands are founded, and not only without as-
surances that the rights of the United States will in future be
respected, but without a document to prove thatthose to wham
they are acquired to open themselves without reserve, and at
whose instance they are called on to sacrifice so much, are em-
powcered, even by the Minister, to hoid any communication
with them: Yetsuch is the anxious and real solicitude of the
Euvoys to seize any occasion which may afford a hope, how-
ever distant, of coming to those expianations which they so
tmuch wish to make with this Republic, that thcy pass over
¢he uncommon and informal modes which have been adcpted,
md will enly consider the Propositions themsclves.

I. -

The Ministers of the United States will permit no personal
considerations to influence their Negotiations with the French
Republic, Although they expected the extraordinary ineans
adopted by their Government to reconcile itself to that ok
France would have been received with some degree of atten-
tion, yet they are too solicitous to enter upon the important
und interesting duty of their Mission, to pqrnut lhemsehes
to be rcs.runcd by forms and etiquette. : .

Ik

'O this Arud’c it is believed there cam bc no-disagreemant..

HIL. -t -
This Amde, as explained, would oblige :the Yaited Smu

to alvangg, not tobeirawa, Citizens, but.to the Gavepmeng

* of Frauce, sums equivaient to the depredayons gmade by the

s g P

.

Corsairs of the Republic on the American Conmerce, and o
xhe Contratts made with their Cm;em by France ; and this
advance, instead of bcneﬁung the Citizens of the United
States, would ieave thein precisely what they now are, the
Creditors ot the French Repubiic : the more extensive the
depredations, and the more considerable the contralts uncome
plicd with, the more would the Government of France receive
from the United States. Independent of these objeQions, the
Rsinisters of the United States cannot engage to «ssume, in any
form, the debes due from France to their l’cllow-cmuns.
they have no such powes. .

1v.

If the Negotiations be opened, and the Propositions for &
Loun, or any other Propasitions, exceeding the powers of the
Ministers, be made, the Government of the United Sum ‘wil
be consulted thereon with expedition,

v. :

This or ‘any other Proyosilibn, having for its ghje@ the
claims of the two Natious on esch other, or an accomm-dae
tion of differences, wili be embrued wuh ardour by theM:-
msxers of the Umted States. i
VI

It cannot escape notice, that the question of the Rale d' Eo
quipage may involve in it every Vessel taken from the United ’
States: the Min:sters, however, consider ity and wish tq take
u up as a subjzct of \choumon.

VIl

On this Article it is only to be observed, that the seasen of
the year is such, as probably to render a return within sig
months, of the Envoy who might sail to the United Smes,
impra&ticable : provision should be made for such an event.

If thie difficuities attending the propositions for a Loan and a
Comyensation for past injuries be such as to require time for
their removal, the Ministers of the United States propose that
the discussions on the relative situation of the two Countries,
may commence in the usual forms; that the relation to each
other may be s8 regulated, as to obviate future misunderstand-
ings; and that the adjustment of the claimsof the Citizens of

.

" the United States, whose Vessels have been captured, may be

made after a decision on the point first mentioned.
" No diplomatic gratification can precede the uuﬁnuonof(he
Treaty.
(No. }11.) ’
. Puris, Nc’uw:,"fr 27, 1797, -

. P z.ux SIR,

On the.T1th instant we transiniticd the (ollowm; Official
,Len.er to the Minister of Foseign A:ﬁ.rs. ’
L L;uzrn 'I/:w:/r(, K .
o 4 The, Unuemgucd Eavays E,x(raardm,ary aud Ministers
Pnemporcnu“ry of the United Staies of Amcr'xuw the French

Repuahc,

.
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* Pie@oty, whese decision th h

(

Repyblic, had the hosour of anrouncing te you officially, op
+-the §th of Ockaber, their arrival at Paris, and of p'escntmg to
you-on-the 8th, a Capy .of their Leuers of, Ltedencc. Your
declaration 3t that time, .that a Report. an American Affairs
‘was then preparing, and would in a {ew days be laid before the
Id, without delay, be
' gade kaewn, has hitherto imposed silence on them.  For this
) icatign they have waited with that anxious solicitude
:.which ge interesting an gvent cayld not f3il to excite, and with
shac respe@ which is due to the Government of Frange. They

- Jave nat yet received ity and so much time has been permitted

to elupse, 9 ‘critical is the situation of many of their Country-

: men, and s, ¢mbarrassing is (hat of the Undergigned, both ap

- towards its former friend. .

i respe@s themselvey and the Government they represent,
thac digy can no longer. dispense with the duty of soliciting
you: aIICDll o to lhcll’ mlSSlOﬂ\

¢ The United States, Citizen Minister, at an epoch which
.evinced their sinceriy, have given incontestible proofs of their
grdent friendship, of their affelion for the French Repubhc.
these weie the resuity not of their unparalicled prowess and
power, but ot their ¢o :fidence in her justice and magnanimity ;
apd in such high esiiquition was the reciprocity of her friends

. ship held by them, as to have been a primary objeé of national

concein. The preservaton pf it was dear to them ; the loss of
% a2 subjet of ugteigned regret, and the recovery of it, by
every measure which shall consist with the rights of an indey
pendent Nation, engages. their constant attention. The Goe
vernment of the United States, we are authorised tq declare,
has examined, with the mast scrupulous justice, its condu&®
It has been led to this by a sincere
desire to remove of itself every just cause of complaint; cons
ceiving dm, with the most upright intentigns, such cayse may
probably exist; and altiiough the strictest search has produced
no seif-reproach, although the Government is conscious that it
has unuormly sought to preserve, with fidelity, its engagements

. to Prance, yet far from mshm’ to exercise the privilege of

;ngmg for itseif, on its own course of reasoning, and the lights
. in its own possession, it invites fair and candid discussion ; it
solicits a recousideration of the pist; it is persuaded its intcna
tions, its views, and its ations, must have beea misrepresented
and misundersto&d; it is convinced, the essential interests of

" both Nations will be promoted by Reconciliation and Peace, )

and it cherishes the hope of meeung wnh snmxludlspounons
ou the part of the Dire&ory.

S % Guided by these sentiments, the President of the United

States has given itin charge to the Undersigned to state to the
‘Executive Dire@ory the deep regret which hefeels at the lass
or suspension of the harmony and friendly i intercourse which
mbsxsxed betwccn the two Republics, and his nncere wish to

" yestore Q)cm 3 to discuss candidly the complaints of France,

3
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and to offer frankly those of the United States; agd he has
authorised a review of existing Treaties, and such alterations
thereof as shall consist with ' the mutual interest and satistace
tion of the contra&ting pirties. .
* This task the Undersigned are anziops to commcnr.e and
truly happy will they be, if their exertiogs can in any degree
contribute to reptore that friendship, that mutual interchange of

‘good offices which it is alike their wish and their duty w0 ef.

fe@ between the Citizens of the two Republics.

¢ The Undersigied pray you, Citizen Minister, tq present
this communication to the Exceutive Dire&ory, and to reccive
the assurances of their most pertect consideration,

(Signed)
% CHARLES COTESWOR'I‘H NN'CKN{’I,
# 1. MARSHALL..,
% ELBRIDGE GERRY,
 Paris, Nov. 11, in the 32d
Yearof the American [ndependence.
¢ To the Minister of Foreign Aflairs -
of the Freach Republic.’”

No answer having been given to it on the 21st instant, we re.
quested Major Rutledge to waiton the Minister, and inquire of
him whether he had communicated the Letter to the Direétory,
and whether we might expett an answer: he replied that he
had submirtted our Letter to them, and that they would direét
him what steps to pursue, of which we should be informed.
We have naot however hitherto_ received any official jntimatiop
relptive to this business: we age nat yet reccived ; and the
gondemnation of our Vessels for want of a Role d'Equipage is
vnremittingly continued, Frequent and.urgent autemyts have
been.made to inveigle us again into Negotiation with persong
not officially aythorised, of which the obtaining money ig
ghe basis ; but we have persisted in declining to haveany further
communication relative to diplomatic business with persons of
that description ; and we mean to adhere to this determination.
We are sorry to inform you, that the present disposition of the
Government of this Coyntry appears to be as unlriendly to-
wards ours as ever, and that we haye very little prospett of
succeeding in our Mission.

We have the honour to be, -

) Your most obedient humble Servants,

CHARLES COTESWORTH l’lN(.KNl'.Y
J. MARSHALL,

‘E. GERRY,

Col. Pickering,
L e d
.{No, 1V}
DEAR 813, Pacis, Dec. 24, v797,

We have not yet received any answer to our Official Letter
to the Minister of Foreign Affais, dated the gleventh of lust
amonth, and ncnuomd iy Number Three ; i but teiterated
aitompis

.- . .

———r——
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attempts have been made to engage us in Negotiation with
persons not officially authorized : and you will find By the Ex-
hibits marked A, B. and C. herewith sent, sorme important
information relative to the views and intertions of the.French
Government with respect to ours. We are all of opinion, that
if we were to remain here for six ntonths longer, without we
were to stipulate the payment of money, and a great deal of it,
in soime shape or other, we should not be able to effeCuate the
objects of our Mission, should we be even officially received ;
sinbess the projeed attempt on England was to faily or a total
change take place in the persaons who at present dire@ the afs
fairs of this Government. In this situation of matters, we
are determined, by the tenth of next month, should they re-
main as they are, to transmit another letter to the Munister,
representing as far as may be cxpedunt the viewsof our Go-
vemment, -
We have the honour to b,
Your most obedient humble Servants,

CHARLES CO'TESWORTH PINCKNBY.

J. MARSHALL.

E. GERRY.

Oty

EXHIBIT A.
[Tncloted in the Envoys® Letter, No. 4.]

On the 14th of December, M. X. called on me in order, a¢
he said, to gain some information relative to some lands in - - =
purchased by - « - for whom - « -. Soon afterwards Gerd.
Marshall camein, andthen Mr. Gerry's' carrlage dtove intd
the yard, Here's Mr. Gerry, said Ceneral Matshall, Tam
glad of it, gaid M. X. for I wished to meet all of you Gen-
tlemen, to inform you that M. Y. had another Message to you
from M. Talleyrand. 1 immeliately expréssed my surprize
atit, as M. Talleyrand, M. Y. and he, all knéw our deter:

.mination to have no further commuuication on the subje@® of
our Mission, with persons not officially authorized. He re-
plied, that deterinination was made six weeks ago; and it was
presumed that we had changed our opinion. I said that T had
not; and I did not believe my Colleagues had. At that mo-
ment Mr. Gerry entered the rootn, and [ privately acquainted
him with the objeét of M. X.'s visit. General Marshall,
‘Mr. Gerry, and myself then withdrew into another room,
and immediately agreed to adhere to our former resolution.
M. X was then called in: when I acquainted bim, in a few
words, with our determination: and Mr. Gerry expatidted
more at large on the propriety ofour a%ting in this manuer,
and on the very ‘unprecedented mym ‘which we had been
treated, since our arrival.

Oa the 20th of Decamber, a Lady, who is well acquainted
with M. Talleyrand, expressed so me her concern that we
were still in so unsettled asituation; but,adds she, why will you

tiot Tend usmoney? 1f you wénld bt #ake af a Loai, ¥
ghatters would be adjusted : and she added, when you werd -
contending for your Revolution, we lént yon monéy. 1 roéns
tioned the very great difference there was between the sirsas
don of the two Counttieg at that period and thé pretent; and
the very different ciscumstances tndér whicN the loan wad
thade us, and the Loan demanded troin us. She rephed, we do
not make a demand ; we think it more delicate that the offef
ghould comte from you. But M. Talleyrand has -meéntioned
to me (Who am surely not in his confidence), thé rrecessity of
your making us a Loan : and I know that he has arentiondd i¢
to two or thrée others, and that you have been informed of its
And 1 whl assure you, that if you remain here six tofiths longee
You would not advarce a single step furthizr in your Negocras
tions, without a Loan. 1f ¢that is thé case, I replied, we may
as well go away now. Why that possibly, said shie; might lead
td a rupture; which youhad better avoid ¢ for we know we have
a very considerable Party in America, who are strongly in ouf
interest. There is no occasion to enter into a further detail of
the conversation. 1 have only notéd this part of it as express
sive of what I believe (as far as relates to the Loan and Parry
in America in their favour] to be the sentimens of the French
Government with regard to us,
CH. COTESWORTH PINCKNEY.
Dec. a1, 1797,
. .
EXHIBIT B.
[Inclosed in the Envoys’ Lettér, No. 4.]
Extra@ from General Marshall’s Journal, Dec. 17, 17g7.
1 stepped into Mr. ‘Gerry’s apartment, where 1 saw M Y,
He expressed his regret at haviug beea disabled to dine with vy
at M. de Beaumarchais, by an inveterate tooth-ach. He thea
asked me whether | had scen M. de Beaumarchais lately : I
told him, notsince he dined with us; and that he had left us
much indisposed. He then obseived, that he had not known
till lately that I was the Advocate for that Gentleman in his |
cause against tﬁg State of Virginia! and that M. de Beau-
marchais, in ¢ 4 of that cir e, had expressed
sentiments of high regard for me. I replied, that M. d¢ Beaue
marchais’ cause was of great magnitude, very uncertain issue,
and consequently that a portion of the interest he felt in it
would very naturally be transierred to his Advocate. He ime
meJiately said (low and apart) that M. de Beaumarchais had
consented, provided his claim could be established, to sacrifice
fiity thousand pounds sterlirg of it, as the private gratification,
which had been required of us, so that the gratification might
be made without any altual loss to the American Govein-
ment. I answered, that a gratification on any terws, or in
any form, was a subject which we approached with much fear
and difficulty, as we were nog amthorized by our Governe
‘ment

- .
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ment to make one ; norbad it been expelled that one would
be necessary ; that I could not undertake to say whether my
Calleagues would conseat to it in any state of things; but I
could undertake to say, no oncof us would consent to it unless
it was preceded or accompanied by a full and entire recogni.
tion-of the claims of our Citizens, and 2 satisfaQary arrange-
meaton the obje@s of our mission. He said it was ig the
expefation of that event only that hs mentioned ir. We
pasted ; and L-stated the cqnversation to General Rinckney,
who was disinclined to any stipulation of the sort, and consie
dered it as arenewal of the old reprobated system of iadirelt,
umauthorised Negociation.

Having been originally the Counse] of M. de Beaumarchais,

5t had -détesrmined, and so I informed General Pinckney,
that I woutd nat, by my voice, establish any agreement in
J his favour; but that 1 would positively oppote any admission
of the claim of any French Citizen, if not accompanied with
the admission of the claims of the American Citizens of pro-
perty.captured and condemned for want of a role d’equipage.
My reasons for conceiving that this ought to be stipulated ex-
pressly, was a convition that if it was referred to Commis-
sioners, it would be ‘committing absolutely to chance as com-

plete 2 right as any individuals ever possessed. Ceneral -

Pinckney was against admitting the claim at any rate,

After my return, Mr. Gerry came iato my room, and told
e that M. Y. had called on hir, to accompany himon a
= yisit to M. Talleyrand ; that he proposed seeing M. Talley-

rand, and returning the civility of the dinner; and endeavoyr-
ing to bring about some intercoucss between him and us,
o Dec. 18.
+ .Cen. Pinkney and Mr. Gerry met in my room ; and Mr.

Gerry detailed to us the conversation mentioned in our public-

Letter. ‘The Propasition relative to the claim of M. de
Beaomarchais is entirely different from my understanding of it
in the very brief statement’ made to me by M. Y. We re-
solved that we would rigidly adhere to the rule we had adopt-
ted, to enter into flo Negociation with persons not formalty ay-
¢horized to treat with us.  We came also to the determination
to prepire a Letier to the Minister of For¢ign Relatiohs, stat.
ing the obje&t of our Mi?sion.’ and discussibg the subje@s of dif,
feresice between the two Nations, in like manner as if wé had
been actually received ; and to close the Letter with ‘requests
ing the Government to open the Negosiation with us, or to
grasit vb our Passports. '
’ . . EXHIBIT C.
[inglosed in the Eavoys® Letter, No. ¢.]
L o . © Dec. 13,

Mr. Gerry, accidentally calling on Gen. Pinckney, found

M. X, and wis 3000 informed that his obje® was w0 cbtain

mo}her interview betiyeen the Ministers and M. Y, on the
affairs of their mission. General Mapshall 'happening also to
be there, we retired into another room, and immediately
agreed to adhere to our former determination, not to have any
moye informal communications, M. X. having been called in,
’Cenenl Piackney briefly communicated our “determination ;
. ‘and Mr. Gerry observed, that he was much hurt by this pro-
position ; that the Ministers had already proceeded farther in
this mode of communication than perhaps they could justify’y
that they had refused, six weeks ago, to renew it; and that
some regard ought to be paid to their feelings, which had been’
sufficiently mortified ; that the praposition was disrespectful
to the Envoys, as it hetrayed a belief that they had losta sensq
of their dignity, and were indeed incompetent to their office
that had there been but ong Envoy Extraordinary, he ou;ﬁt to
haye had anaudience in a few days ; and that for threq to rey
main between two and three months in this situation, was too ~
hymiliating, too dehasing for any Nation to sybmit to it ; that
for his own part, had he been sent to any other Nation in Eui
rope, with two-other Envoys, he would not have consented to
have remained in sach a state ten days ; 'tlnt, 'knowing the
great desire of the Government and Nation of the United -
States to be at Peace with France, he had, with his colleagues
submitted to this indignity, atthe risque of the severe censure
of the former. Having also enquired of M. X. at what time
M. Talleyrand could be seen, the former said he would en«
quire of M. Y. who on the 16th, in the evening, sent in Mr, -
Gerry's absence from his lodgings, a billet as follows ; * M,
Y. has the honour to present his respeéts'to Mr, Gerry, taq -
jnform him that he will have the honour to wait on him tos -
mojrow morning, at ten o’clock, to go together to the Minis, *
ter of Foreign Relations. He is, with respe&®,’”* &, Opn
the morning of the 17th, M. Y. came in while” Mr, Gerry
was at breakfast, not having received an answer to his note,
apd Mr. Marshall coming in, M. Y. took him aside, and:
conferfed with him a considerable time ; after which the fory
mer and the restof the family left the room, and M. Y. and
Mr. Gerry being together, Mr. G. told him. that his obje&t in
speing M. Talleyrand was to return a cjvility, by requesting
him to fix a day for dining with Mr. G. who intended to ine
vite his Colleagues ; by this interview to promote, if possible,
3 better understanding between the Minister and the Ameriy
can Envoys : and Mr. G. also proposed to confer with the Mi.’
nister on the disagreeable situation the Envoys were in, ané
to staté to him some reports which appeared to be founded,
respeting a proposition before the Dire@ory for sending off all
Amﬁm in a short period ; but Mr. Gerry added, that he
could not hear a word on the subjet of the Mission, or the
Preliminaries toa Negociation § as thie Eavoyshad determined
& - uaanle
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txna;ﬁmm;sly against any informal communications on the sub-
jea:. M. Y. in answer said, that Mr. Marshall had just heard
him on a subjeét of this Kind ; and that we might consider it
ashe did, merely as a conversation Metween ourselves. He
,then stated that two measures which M. Talleyrand proposed
Be’iq-g adopted, a restoration of friéndship between thé Repub.
lic's,would follow immediately ; the one was a gratuity of fifty
thousand founds éterling, the other,.a purchase of thirty .
tm; millions of Dutch Rescriptions ; tha: as to the firsy,
Mans. de Beaumarchais had reccived, in 2 cause de-
pending in Virginia, between that State and himself,
145,000 pounds sterling, that there was an app:al from the
judgment; that .hs would sign an a& to relinquish forty-five
thousand pounds, if the whole should be finally recovered,
)ea’viug only on¢ hundred thousand pounds for himself; that
the forty-five: thousand pounds might accrue to the United
Sme;,' ‘who would in that case, lose but a small part of the
ﬁﬁy thousand pounds j that the purchase of sirteen millions of '
Rescriptions would t to ‘butone million, three hundred
thircy-three thousand (pounds) six shillings and cight-pence
aterlings -which, with an interest of five per cent. would
Be:cc'nziﬂly paid by the Government of Holland to the
United States, and leave them without any loss; that
tmore: than haif thé sum may now be hired in Holland, °
o:{ the credit of the Rescriptions, and an easy arrangea
ment be- made for-payment by short installments, which might
bc. obtained also by a loan ; that it was worthy the attention of
(h'e Eavoys to consider, whether by so small a sacrifice they .
wpuld establish 2 Peace with France, or whether they would :
tiste the consequences ; that if nothing could be done by the ,
Emvoys, arrangement would be made forthwith ta r;v;g.e the
R clo-asts of the United States by' Frigates from §t; Dmﬂ"‘g‘”
that small states which had offended France were suffering by
it; that Hamburgh and othier Cities in that quarter would
within a month of two have their Governments changéd 3 that
Switzerland would undergo the same operatiop; and that Por-(
gﬁgzr ;;v'odld probably be in a worse predicament; that the Ex’-'
p'ed'uiox'\ against England would be certainly ?unucfl : and that
tﬁe,forgsém period was the most favourable, if we wished to
3 measure for a pacification, .
‘!d;‘{’:“gﬁ‘,y, in answer, said, that if the French were di;-f
p;ﬁed'l('; pursue with vengeance the United S('a,‘tes,. they might
p.'erhaps r;\;agc their Coasts, and injure them in th;! way, bu(
tﬂcy never could subdue them : the measure he thought. utterly
impraticable, even if attempted by France a_n(} her Allids, T§
which M. Y. assemned.  Mr. Qérw observed furt'her, l!iat.thé
nvi;ei aliuded to would undoubtedly closely conn;Q the Qnmz&
States and Great Britain, and prevent the fonn_c'_rhfro‘n'vn returning
to the fricadship which ihey have ever had for l"ram:fi 3 thatag

¢ them politely s and ‘afiet .being. seated, Mr,
to-M. Talleyrand, in English, slowly, that M,

. i was hinted as the wish of the Dm, i M far his‘o

T T T T T M.

to the Propositions, he hould express 1o opinion on them; *
that his situation and that-of his Colleagues was. extremely
-difficult ; that the Diretory was oxclusively prejudiced againse
the Government of the United States, aud' considered -them

. 88 the friends of Great Brimin ; thatif the Envoys could have :

dn opportunity of being heardy they eoukd remeve such im-
pressions, and shew; that-the' Goveroment were the friends of ~
France as much as-of G réatBritain ; but that the:Eavoyiwers - -
now in the most painful vitwation'; thac they were treated, e
the eyes of all Europe; and.of the Amterican ‘Government apd <
Nation, with the: utmost contempt, W-'cr&mlmin:ing 0
indignities which they could not recongile to their feelings, or ..
justify to their Constituents. - . .

M. Y. said, that the observations were just: but-that ‘the -
Arerican Envoys had not expericaced . worsé treatinent than
otlier Ministersy nor indeed asbad  that the Envoy of Porfu.
gal was again 6rde;od to depare ; ‘and.that - bug little ceremgpy .
was observed 1o the Envoys ingentral. M. Y. and Mr. Gerry
then took ‘a ride" 6 M. TaHeythnd's Bureau, who receiyed |
Gerry observed .

Y: had stated ,
to-hinr that morning some: Propositions as corhing from M.
Talleyrand, 'respeting .which .Mz, G. could give no opi-
nion: that. his' objeft at’ this interview was,_ to request _
of him information. whethez, he would' fix. s time for
taking .a .dinner ,with ‘Mr.. Gemry, at. which he proposed |
to invite hts Colleagues; that. he; wighed  for more frequent ,
interviews of some kind or. other between himself and the ,
Envoysg canceiving. that, m¥y. imagioary difficulties which .
obstructed the Negotiation would vanish by thi:vme'ani; and
that those which, were real. would be surmounted : that con-
ceiving the dalicate part which the Minister.of France fyd tq,
at; atthistime, he djd not wish M. Talleyrand to ageegs.
the invitation, if it would subje him to inconveniences : that ha, .
wished to speak on another subje@ ; and it was painful to him
toacknowledge, that the Pprecarious sitwation of the Eavoys wax,
such as to render it impossible for them to take measures,
for decent arrangements ; thata short time since he}had}ﬁp—;
pased measures were takiog a favourable tumn; bu that lages.
ly he had recejved, from various quarters, informmﬁm%’h,
report. made by the Minister of the laterior, and ’undgrdw
copsideencian of the DireCocy, for seading all Americans frou,
Earis io twentyefour howrs; . that he could nat be reypony
sible for the truth of the information, but it appegred
him, as well from the various qufters from which j¢ came, 5
from the iptelligence of the person who gaye it, €9 be highly
proable ; thatit this was'the case, it was unnecessiry for the
Diteftory, as he conceived, to pass agy Agrete, as itrespe@ted
the Envoys, for that they would depart from Piris wﬁmeﬁ
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" their Ships ia future.’’

( v 29, )q .
parfhe: M‘dselm«u! bt wemmme\%,.m o . q@upllx te;euca-b)'{hls Covemmenc. or that uu- obit&s of

I U PR ST REE FEEY BN .

¢id¢ in a oltyef mme other natieh-than: thistef - France;-and to -
return to £ £fis on notics ﬁit :the” Diveftory were ‘disposed - to
opens the Negodiations ©.o.2 00 - - ‘15« g e e

¢

M. Talleyraird sppeared-to e Very undasy-at dm 4eclan., .

tion, but avoidéd saying’a word:dn-it.: He atid, that the-ine",
formation M. -Y.'had giverr me was just, and mightaliays be -

* geled on ¢ bux chaohe would reduce to writng s proposivony’y

whidh he aceordingglg:did 5 and after ke ‘bad ‘shewar ¢hem~to -
Mr. Gerry, he. bmnlu.papq-r Tho nbtmxmrfdu
Jows.: (See Now1, below.) N T

He 'thea naid that ke «Mt&d Q('the invitation ; that he
would dine with him the deude after the present, in wluch he
was eng-ged .

Mr. (‘er?y did not repédeTall What b Had: vaid té"M’ N
havin gno -doutit Ke woult Eétftuniéatd dhe Whioteto K YA
leynn&‘ And, aftef edpretsing "2 friendshif 167 e’ French
chu\ﬂlc, and & warm d‘eﬁ;e'(é Boleiv’ thé fobmer Sedéhnicne
of tbe mo Requhcs, whidh M Tafteyrafld ‘wzrn?!y Yéciproa

eated M£" Getrf Ma M. Tme}ma £didd; 1 lni ‘with him
MY . LI TieIeT BiZiaTAY

aoet ('No 'S
s at thb Envoys hould come fofmra genanﬂy and nay:
" Frince ”hIs Been’ ictvieeddld 63 e Uhited States, ‘and
now they !(nsh to be’ senxceable tb France: undcrstandmg that
the i’-‘rmch 'RepuShc has 16 \Y;Ihont of Dutch kescnpnom o
lel\ the Ualeed Stﬁei will’ puftha!t them’ at pzr, ahd inﬂ
give her further’ assu:ante when i their powcr. Lo
L Theﬁm arun‘ement being made,” the Frénch Governs
nent will Také measures foF relmbursing the cquitable demands
‘of America arising from Prizes, and to pve frée Navigation to

"-—-—'1
(No. 5.)
DearSigy Paris, Fan.8, 1798,
We embracé an unexpelted opportunity to send you ‘the
“ RedaQeur;"’ of the sth inst. containing the Message of the
DireQory to the Council of Five Hundred, urging the neces-
‘tity of 2 law to declare a¥ good prige all Néutral Ships having on

}oard Merchandizes and Commodities, the produétion of Enga

\'and, or of the English possessions, that the Flag, as they term
‘it, may no langer cover the Property ; and declaring futther,
*hat the Ports of France, except in case of distress, shali be shut
‘egaiust all Neutral Shire, which, in the course of their voyage,
Shall have touched st an English Port. A ‘Céiamission has
‘been appointed to reporton the Message, and itis exp&ed thait

D.creemllbeptnedlnmf«m:qton.

Nothing new bas occurred since our last, in date of 24th
‘wit, We can ealy repeat, that there exists o hope of our being

our mission wilj be.in any way accomphshed We have the
honour to bc, with great respect, your most obedient Servants, .
. CH.ARL ES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY.
] MARSHALL, . |
.....E..GERRY,.

..T P:da ingy, Esg.

e

. DR

‘?OSTSCMPT 0 ATTRIPLICATE 0% THE thVOYS’.

< LRTTRR;-NO.-5y AECEIVED 3¢TH MARCH,) 1798.

sThe: Lewabovy- mentidned has been.passed unanimously by
4he Council of -Five-Hundeed, and- we.igciose a.Journal con-
tadting the-arcoiint. —Thére is no doubt but that it mu be
adopxedﬂmhom oPpommn, by the Council of - Ancxenb. i

ST e R ANSTATION,
nh.ssAct to TR®E ¢ouncIL OF f1ve uuunnw. oy
THE I)TH Nx\)os:, 6rH YEZAR, (4T Jan. 1798.)

sz:m prresmfaqvn, ’ -

"On this day, the' 15th of Nivose, and ‘at the very hour at
W¥hich'the cmc\mve Dxre&ory addresses this Memge to you,'
thc Mun;clpal Admmxstrators, the Justices of the Peace,, the
Commissaries of the Dxreé’tory, and the Supcnntendants of .
the Customs, are proceedmg, in all the chief places of the De-
yanmems. in all the qu, and in all the pnnupal Communes
of the Republic, to seize the English Merchandise now in
Erance, or introduced intg its serritory, in contravention of the
Law of the roth Brumaire, sth year (OQober 31, 1596.)

Such' is the first a& by which, now thaxJ’eace is given to
the Continent, the War declared long since agzinst England,
is abo.ut to assume the real charaler. that becomes it. The
French will not suffer a power, which seeks to found its pros-
perity upon the misfortune of other Nation, to raise its Coma
sherce upon the ruin of that of other States, and which aspiring
to the dominion of the Seas, wishes to introduce, every where
the Articles of its own Manufa@ure, and to receive nothing
from Foreign industry-any longer to enjoy the fruit of its
guilty speculations.

- The English Governthrent has kept in pay, during the War,
the Coalesced Forces with the produce.of its Manufa@ures.
1t has violated all the principles of the Law of Nations, in
order to shaclle the relations of Neutral Powers 1 it has caused
to be seized the Provisions, Cotn, and Commodities, which it
supposed to be destined for France: It has declared ¢ontra.
band every thing which it thought could be wseful to the Rew
publict e desired to starve it.—AN the Citizens call for vepn
geance.

When it had to fear the capture of vessels sailing Under its
Elag, it corrupted Foreign Captzing to induce them to take on
board their vessels English Merchandize, and thus to introduce
it, by stratagem, by fraud, or otherwise, into.ether States, and
especially into the Freach Republic, .

)

The



(-3 ) S

The Neutr! Powers should hate perceived, that, ‘by this

condud, their Merchants took part in the War, and that they

lent assistance to one of the Belligerent Powers.

‘We serve a Party as well when we procure for it the means
of augmenting its forces, as when we unite ourselves to those
which it has. The Neutral Powers ‘should " have perceived,
that England, by stopping the Vessels.of othier Powers, laden in
their respe@tive Ports,'and deitined for France, by permitting
Articles, coming from her own ManufaQleries, alone to cireu-
late, aimed at an exclusive Commerce, and that it would be
mecessary to seek reparation for such an attempt..

The ordinante of the Marine, and the regulations of 1704,

have declared lawful prize, the vessels and their cargoes in
which is found English merchandize belonging to enemies.
These provisions should be extended. The interest of Europe
Fequires it . . b

‘I'he Dire€ory thinks it argent and necessary to pass a Law
declaring that the character ¢f vessels, relative to their quality of
Neutral or Enemy, shall be determised by their cargo, and the

- cargo shall be no longer covered by the Flag; in consequence,

&

that every vesse| found at sea, having on board English provi.
sions and merchandize as her cargo, in whole or in part, shall
be declared lawlul prize, whascever may be the proprietor of
these provisions or merchandize : which shall be reputed con.
traband, for this cause zlone, that they come from England or
her posiessians. .

Tc wou!ld be useful tp declare, at the same time, that except
ja thie case of distress, the ports of the Republic shall be shue
to ail Foreign Vessels, which, in the course of their voyage,
shall have cutered those of England. The Executive Direc-
to.y requests jou, Citigens pr:escngativcs, 53. adopt “these

measurer. No Weutrdl'or Allied Power can milstake theis db-
je€, nor comphiin of them, unless it be. already abandoued to- .-
England. The infallible efec of the measure is to enhance .
the value of the produce of their own soil and industry, to ip. ,
creade the prosperity of their Commerce, to repe] every thing
tinat comes from England, and essentially to influence the con-
clusion of the War? = oL

‘Buch are the motives which induce the Emcutive Dire@ory
to invite you, Citigens Reprosentatives, to take ths obje& of

this Message into the most prompt consideration.

P. BARRAS, President.
" "LAGARDB, Sccreiary General.

S—

(S

PAAN OF A DECREY RZFORTED RY M. VILLERS TO
.TUE COUNCILOIJIVE BUNDRED,IN ITSSITTING
,OF THRE_IITH OF JANUARY, 1798, TRANSLATED .
. FROM A PARIS PAPER, ‘:u;n"n.x'n JOURNAL puU
.SQIR, QF TUE SAMI DAY, INCLOSED 1N Tag
TRIPLICATE OF THE INVOYS' (LEITTER, NO.§,
DATED 8TR JANvVARY 1798, :

s Fins, The chara@er of 3 vesgel, relative to the quality
of Neuter or Enemy, is determined by her cargo.

‘ In consequence, every vessel loaded in, whole or in part
with English' Merchandige, is declared lawfyl prize, whoever
the owoer of the said merchandize maybe.

: ¢ 2d, Every foreign vessel, which, in the course of her voye
e, shalihave entered an English Port, shall not enter France,

.exceptin case of distress 2 she shall depart thence as soon at

the causes of her entry shall have.ceased, )
, This Decrée was immediately and unanimously adopted. ]
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