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I may be, Tam,

ion._cptipled:

\tee,like'tho Grst conver
swith i gofuine
|1t e notyshalt we load men it,

by using the sume term, we assume
that ibis?

Tam aware that the, Lord seid to|
YPatir: " Whea fhion ort converted,
stdengti thy Seehrens” bub i i

very spacial nsage, meniing only,
when thon dhalt be ‘brought back from,
*Jthy sin by penitence and pardon. If
this case justifies the usage now in
“1question, then there may.be not only
|a second conversion, but the huns

~|great sins into which's Christian may
Tall 2nd yes be restored:

Again: Authority for the doctrine
ot & second conversion will be, sought
in the groat Pentecostal bap iem of|
the Holy Ghost. Ireply to this: (1)
Thefe were special reasons for mak-
ing this firet groat offusion of the.

irth? And if|do

astonished that bo oan believo
But s postion macunvvsmm
1 have 0o right fo call him &
sectaiao gud n bigot.  Tho ouly
question Vefween him gind ‘me - is,
s ereed s bruo or fglse, .
s supposo that in any one of
fhose towns that are_eonfessedly
“overpurdened With churches” &
ooy number.of Christians, beloug-
ing 10 different donominations, bave
becoue thoroughly - convinced that
the iv: 4 antagonisms, tie
distractions and wenkaess, the reck-
fess masts th of matenialand o
energies, aro no longer tolerableand
that they have set therselves devout-
1y to seek a remedy, fo inquire how

rivalries, and come into full co-opera-
tion in all the work of the Lord.
There is but one possible course of,
procedure whichi promises them

Spirit very signel
ot ovem as to the origianl “ one hun-|
dred and twenty,” the chango was
not called’ a'second Gonversion, end|
could not have beed 50 cafled Witk
propriety. (2). Their frst converts
(the' “ three thotsand ™) were. told|
that upon their repentatica and bap-
thm they sbould receive the Haly
Ghost. Hence thelr first conversion
and their second were not distioguish-|
able. They had no lower Chrlstian
life before they entered upon the
higher.. That Is to say, this distinc-
tion s not elementery, fandsmental.
(3.) Their experience gives the pos-
sibilities of every convert from that|
day to this. If properly taughtibe msy
receive tiie Holy Ghosb in precious
baptisms ot the first, and may relain
thom from the first, even Ull his death.
His firet conversion and his seeond
would thus hacome one and the eame.
The nabure of the case creatos no ne-|
cessity for s first conversion which
shall iack the'baptism of the Spirit,
and a second at some subsequent day
which'shall bring it. He mey have
them both 4t once. Nothing in the|
nature, either gf tho human soul or
the Spiritrs fanctions, forbids this and

least hope of their de:
sive. They must not forsake the Mas-
ter. They must not in any particular
discogard His known will. But they
must eease to impose on each otber
any mere hunian device. 1f they can
aait o obegiog all which they e
teem the ordinances of God, snd in
rlinquisbiog all he oxfinszces of
man, the desired ‘possible;
othernise it Is impossible.

Lot us now -uppm, that, pursutng
the Inguiry in this spirit, they bave
cometo a cordial agreement, and are
united in earnest co-operation in all
Ghristian svork, would thoy b oharge-
able with « sectarien spirit-if they
were zeelous for the church of their,
cholce? Was it not aft unsectarian
spirit which led them to form it, and
o inspires them with fervent zeal
for ts growth and prospority? And
will it vender them any more Nable!
tothe eharge of 4 ieda\mn ipm( it
it should dappen (as b n-
evitably will), that e et o1
theit choice coiricides in all essential
pasticulars with that polity which
crossed the Atiautic in the M
flower? Mgy not, then, one be zesl-
ous for soms form of the church, ot
because be s a seelsrisn, but because

baptism, and & second with it,
INDIFFERENTIVH.

There is, fn devont minds, in whit-
ever sect found (snd that -charity
which never faileth belicves thoy are
found fn al), & deep sud growing
conviction that the apiris of sect i
conteary to the apirit of ‘Cbrist, thet
it Is 8t oncs the shemo and the weak-
ness of the Christiaw Church, The
+{growth and sotivé previlence of this
sentiment s our hops for the futute,|
‘Bat while we rejoieo In the increase

ware Tost we fall into another ervor|
o still more dangerous tendency.
There are not wenting those who,
while they enrnestly deprecato the.
rovalenca of the spirit of sect, still
nssume with undoubting confidence
that the division 6¢ Christian people
info numerous sects is an iuevitable
consequence of religious liberty, and
must therefore be a8 lasting as the:
Church of God on earth. They there-
fore conclude thak thelr own sect is
to bo maintained in,all the future, 28
one of the tribres of Tsrael, and de-
termine to adhero to it, and to train
| their children-to adbere fo it, and tol
make converts 1o it from without
whenover [n their power. And yet
they feel bound to repress any decid-
e prefétence of their own sect ovor
| &y ottier which they regard as Evan-
gelleal, and especiaily to svoid any
Gpén epression of such preferoncs,
and to discountenance it in their
Dretheon, They regard auy attewpt
10 defond the system. o whick they
adhere, and to point ont the orrors of
hich diffor from it
t,

other systems w]
as & manifestation of o bigoted spirit
which tends to mar the peace and
‘harmony of the one fawily of Christ.
To call any attention to the matters
Christion_denomina-
tions, seems to them a diversion of
men’s minds from essentials to non-
essentials, and an;occasion of relig-
ious controversy which they regard as
alwags disgraceful. One may adhere
to his sect, but to edhore to it cousel-
entionsly ‘and " from earnestly ex-
presied convietion, is to be a secta-
rinn bigot. ‘And if one’s own sect|
choild fall intos minority, and aoth-
er sect should need and demand the
whole ground, he onght cheerfully to
give up bis own little prefercuces,
and fall in with the majority, provid-
ed only that majority is Evangelical.

1 cannot sufficiently deprecate such
views of the question of sect in the
Church of Christ. Itis not true that|
earnest convietions and oufspoicen ut-
terance and defence of our opinious|
on such matters s an indieation’ of a|
bigotod and sectarian spirit. If one|
really believes tha the Apostolic suc-
cassion is of the very essence of the
Church of Christ, tha the power of
the bishop is directly derived from
God, 5o that &1l who refuse submis-
sion live in: rebellion agalnst God,
that man ought, With those convie-
tions, to be a conscientions prelatist,
and to fnsist on submission to Episco-|
pal authority as the imperative daty
of all Christisns. In defending his|
position, he is not acting as & Digot,|
but as a1 honest man. - Wo may won-
der st the delusion be lives under.
We may do whit we can to waken
him from the nightmare thet i3 on
him. But we have no xight to re|
‘proach himas a sectatian. The Highe
churchman has one claim {0 our re-
spest which I willingly concade to
him, He adberes to the obarch s &
divine institation, He has not given
it over to the domain of expediency
and convenience and custom. He
has not bowed the kueo to the modern,
Baal. Tho samé may, be sald of one,
who from sincers conviction adheres
to what i commonly’ called Baptist

5 X prcame S, v somsoTILR, |

of an unscetarian spirit, we must be-|

*| morest expediency, or couvenicnce,

7 | mess a5 wo apply to the choieo of our

he fanot? 11 L am rightly tnformed,
the Ohureh of the Disciyies fn Now.
York, Dr. Hepworth's, was organized
in this very way, and they allowed
i to be called a Cougrogationsl
church, becanse they found it was
such, though they bad intended noth-
ing but to form & church of Christ.
In the case Inst supposed, justas
in the case of the High-churchman,
and of the close-communioz Baptist,
the question is no longer oné of mere!
sect, but of truth or falsehood, right
or.wrovg: If this so-called -union
church it to be assailed by the ad-
herents of any of the exisling sects,
it must bo either on the eharge of
neglecting to adhere o somo of the
ordinances of God, or of insistig,
contrary fo its professions, on some
ordinance of man, Iucither case the
question i sharply mado, whether
ihis or thet doctriue, this or that
pmcﬁue, is aceordant with the Seript-
ures. The agitation of this question
is alwags salutary, and must alvays
resalt ere long in the trinmph of
truth, n is devoutly to be wished the
day m s00n, when all the
questions hich ivide raligious sects
may be reduced to this sharp and
eRinile lsste, and when this afected
and impossible indifferention: shal
ot be heard of avy more. It is the
bane of Christendom, and exposes
the church n all its branches to i~
minost perl, It is of infiuite mo-
ment to s sl that our relig
should be bounded on all sides by
definite convictions of truth and duty.
Wo shall then live honest, enrnest
lves. At present, even in matters
intiately related o the monal and
spiritual nterests of mankind, we are
t0  grent extent liviog lives of the

or fashion, AlLour religious relations,
are too grave, serious, solems, 10 be| W
determined wpon with as little devout-

dress, ot of the dishes which shall
compose our dizner,

We canuot establish indifferentisy
as our Tuls of fife Witbout establish-
ing & precedent which will be applied
rmuch more widely than we ourselves |
swould apply it. If any of us are wi
ing to aduwit thot it is & matter of fn-
difference which of the evangelical|
sects provolls, nono of us believes
thab & i# of n0 importance whether,
our country, and the world, I to be
Protestent or Catholic, Ritualistic or
Evangelical. Yet if we school our-
wolves, and trein our children, and
acoustom the community around us,to
believe that it is the mark of a nar-
row and sectarian spitib Lo poiat out|
the errors of any of the Protestant
sects around us, we mey be pure thet
some tolerance will soon be extended
to the extremest doctrines of Ritual-
ism and Popery. Any esposition we
may attempt of ther errors and su-
perstitions will soon come (o be ro-
garded s only an outburst of bigotry
aud exclusivencss. In many quarters | o
even now there are sad indications
of o growing and fncreasing disgust
with all disoussions of questions re-
lating either to the dootrines or the
polity of the church, however vital or
fundanental those questions may be.

The greatest of all abjections to the|
indiffereatism which I deprecate, is
its inconsistency with itself; its n-
sincerity and bypocrisy. We say by| i
our words end oceasional acts, that
sectis nothing; that our soct Is really
o better than others; that there is
ronlly no good reason for the bars
that separate us from 2 neighboring

they may lay aside forever all thelr|is

the|If our conception of the church i

\y-|the hour of our need.

| in ® time of general religions interest,

with ¢he tenacity of » drowning man
asping the only plagk that can buoy
bim npaeaid devauring waves. Let
jus all be done with such dawdling.
[Tt us ot the menn. this matter: Tf
! ¥ hto no gaod rensous for'dur de-
sominaticnal preferences, let us give
them up, and stad shoulder to
sheulder wilh all the Lord’s host in
this grent conflict. . we think we
we have good rensoms, let us
fraokly own them, avd subject the
whole question to tho ordenl .of
manly and Chyistian discussion. Lot
us no louger bo indifferentists in our
words and on a few great occasions;
but sectarians io all our ordinery and
dnily religious life.

Nowhore perhaps,is thisjudifferent-
m 0 prevalontas among us Congre-
gationatists. From our point of view,
this s deeply to be regretted for the
past, and deprecated for the future.

that in which all the Lords peoplo
inevitably uniteand coalesce, When-
ever they devoutly seek 1o bo one in
Christ Jesus; if i is the solvent be-
fore which the compact structures of
ccclesiusticism are to melt away, and
leave the whole church of God t0 the
atural atumctionsof 4 common faith
and & common love, why should it
ave lingered for moro than & half-
century on the left bank of the Hrd-
son? And why should its friends
hesitate or delay to carry its princi-
pies and to organize churehes aftcr
its model, from the lakesto the Gulf,
2nd from the Atlanlic 10 the Pacitic?

OHRIST OUR BEST FRIEND

Until we compare’ Christ with our
humsn friends, we cannot realize how
infinitely superior to them He is.
They are not always with us. The
necessities of this enithly life often
koep loving ones apart. Duty calls
them to different spheres of action,
and widely separated places of abod:
They may love us betfer than life it-
Soif, and yet be unsble to help us in
And wo ere
constantly linble to o wider separa-
tion than any pertaining to the carth.
We may be talled 1o snother world;
ot they may be taken from us, and wo
be left to look for ther sympathy ia
vain.

But Christ is all powerful, can be

Ho's out fiead, ond If o
give Him our love, He will remain
our frieud through all the changes of
time and the ages of eteraity. When
we aall, He will hear us, and wil give,
without mersure His sympathy and
Tove. He will be with us fn sickness
and sorrow, and the sunshing o His
love will cheer and gladden our
hearls. And when we are cafled to
ieave the world,and enter upon scencs
to us vakuown, Ho -will -give us
strength acd coneolation, and receive
usinto His presence with joy, Let
s give obr purest love, Rnd conse-
crate our lives, to he sevvice of this
true and evei®@viog Friend.

BUMILITY I§ YOUNG OONVERTS.
1 not long Ago met & man who had
recently indulzed hope. O Inquir-
ing 18 to how he Was getting along,|
bis prompt Teply was: * First vate;
frstrate” This was spoken with &
self-contidence that, in the clrcum-
stances, did nos strike mo vory favor-
ably. The wan Lad Fenrs before in-
dulged a like hope, sad made a pub-
lic profossion. But he had sadly dis-
onored it, and had becn disciplined
4nd excommunicated. And now that,

hohad taken up hope again, it be-
cune bim to be humble aud self-dis-
tenstial
And such A spirit is becoming fn
all young converts, They have not
et sttalfed. They are but babes in
Christ; and it Is well that they should
vealize it, and fecl It 1 ik better
tho spirit of that lamb of my fock,
0, on heing asked in regerd 10 her
xp\n‘ull state, inmocently repliod:
find that I can’t do avythiag in
my own stresgth.? A very import-
ant lesson this o learn; and it is
wll thatit be learned atihe outset,
T
ne o Baviour’s own foath-
ing‘ ithont we ye can do noth-
ing Yt was a saying of the great
apostle: * When I am weak, thon
m I strong” Ho was “strong in
the grace thabis in Christ Jesus.”
o

|
|

Srelections,

A NEW YORK MINISTER AND A
BURGLAR

The Hempstend, T L, Enquirer gises the |
folaving grusbic ot of o ot e
nco of Rev. Joseph P ., with
borgla. 5o 1o oa Epltcopes dorgtoat, aoa
has for osar forly years performed bis Gn-
ties as snoh fa Now Fork City, thongh the
post summer, ss weusl, o hag apeut & mouth
or o with his son st Hompstead:
On Friday of last week, Dr. Pri
d occasion to isi he, ey, hith,
eriie ment Lo offiats b the'tooers
e 1 apioe, ad 8o Antos
Chmnen, i Eighiornih Strest. Atter
llisg ‘at one or two places, e ro-
peired Lo his oo rosldence, 100 Wes
Fenty-sacond Six T
nse-

sy to roiront Lowards the front door,
but; ehm nm intercepted him,seized
ol ot

scct; yet wo keep them up as thongh
they were our ouly defence against
deadly foe. We say thers is no‘
reasan for adhering to our sect which |
we could assign and indicate without ] *;
betraying the narrowness and bigotry |
of eur splrit; but we adhere to 1t

parior, and prossh zze of Lhe.
Tavolvar aghinst his forehond, by way
of intimdstion, ordored him to it

reverend gentleman, finding
he was ai_the mercy of the Would-be
uzsassin, depended for bis eafety npon
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I ndifferentism.
Rev. J. M. Sturtevant, D. D., Jacksonville, 1.

The Congregationalist (Boston, Massachusetts, Wednesday, September 20, 1876; pg. 2; Issue 38. (1960 words)

Category: News

Gale Document Number : GT3004402810





