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source, and geographical centre, yet he says of animals
and vegetation, page 344 :— ;

““We now know that every great continent has its
own peculiar fauna; that the original distribution
maust have been, not one, but many; further, that

these areas, or circles around these centres, must have

- been occupied by their pristine animals in ages long

anterior to the Noachin deluge ; nay, that in even the
later geological ages, they were preceded by animals

Origingl Gommunicatione,

of the same general type. There are fourteen such’
areas, or provinces, enumerated by the later natu-
ralists, 7? . .

On page 350, he says :—

For the Boston I g
“Bhe Testimony of the Rocks.”

Mgr. Eprror : -~ Those who have read the sketch of
Hugh Miller’s life, will remember that in matters
of religion he was strictly Orthodox. As a. church
member, he believed in the existence of a God, who
created all things; in the goodness of that God; in
the Bible account of the ereation of man ; in the fall
of man—by which misery, disease, and death, came
into the world; and also the Noachin deluge, as nar-
rated in the Scriptures. .

Now let us see what he was driven t6 confess as a

- geologist, by the ¢ Testimony of the Rocks,”” —a tes:
tivaony greater and more reliable than any written
upon parchment, as he admits himself. (See ¢ Tes-

. timony of the Rocks,” pages 102 and 103.) He
says i— . :

¢ This early exhibition of spine and sting,—of wea-
pons constructed aiike to cut.and to pierce, to unite
two of the most indispensable requirements of modern
armor—a keen edge and a strong back—nay, stranger
still, the examples furnished in this primeval time of
weapons formed not only to kill, but also to torture,
must be altogether at variance with the preconceived
opinions of those who hold that until man appeared

: in creation, and darkened its sympathetic: face with
the stains of moral guilt, the reign of violence and
outrage did not begin, and that there was no death
among the inferior creatures, and no suffering.

¢¢ But- preconceived opinion, whether it holds fast
with Lactantius and the ol@ schoolmen to the belief
that there can be no antipodes, or assert with Caccini
and Bellarmine that our globe hangs lazily ir the
heavens, swhile the sun moves around if, must yield
ultimately to scientific truth. i}nd it is a f;ml:h as

“ The veg
by Schouw.””

Now here we have the testimony of Mr. Miller and
his ¢ Rocks,”’ to show that the animal kingdom ra-
diated from at least fourteen different centres, and
the vegetable from twenty-five; that the fauna of each
great continent is peculiar to'itself; and yet in order
to make the Bible and geology harmonize, if possible;
on some poift, he limits mankind to one centre from
which fo radiate, and thereby makes out the account
of the Noachin deluge a probability, ~

His theory of how that deluge occurred, by the
‘sinking of that"portion of the earth surrounding the
Caspian Sea, as far as it had-been settled by man,
and how it rose again, thereby drowning all but eight
persons, is certainly ingenious, but it is. too lengthy
for quotation here. Mackintosh, however, says :—

‘41t is really amusing to observe with what com-
placency a modern geologist will set about the raising
or sinking ofa continent. In order to reach the con-
clusion at which he aims, he makes no scruple what-
ever at heaving one half of the continent of Europe
up or down a thousand feet or so, and that not once
or twice, but as often as suits his convenience; and
all this he will accomplish with a few dashes of his
pen.”? . .

If Mr. Miller had left the story of the Noachin
deluge for priests to harp on, and admitted that the
different races of men, like other animals, have sprung
and. radiated from different geographical centres, it
would have seemed more rational, and consistent with
Nature.—[To be continued.]

Yours, &c., D. K. EMERSON.

le centres are d at twenty-five
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certain as the existence of a | phere, or
the motion of the earth around both its own axis and
the great solar centre, that untold ages ere man had
sinned or suffered, the animal creation exhibited ex-
actly its present state of war.”

* Here we see, in spite of the Bible (see Rom. v., 12,
and 1st Cor., xv., 21,) that he was forced to admit |
the existence of misery, torture, and death, Jong be-

fore the existence of man, and that too notwithstand- |
ing the authority of the early Fathers. What Mr. |
Miller’s ideas of the goodness of his God was, he does

not inform us,but at page 103, makes the following '
remarksi— -

It has been weakly and impiously urged, as if it
were merely with the geologist man had to settle this
matter, that such an economy of warfare and suffering |
—of warring and of being warred apon, would be, in
the words of the infantile Goethe, unworthy of an-all-
powerful and all-benevolent Providence, and in fact
alibel on his government and character. But that |
grave charge we. leave objectors to settle with the
Creator himself.”

In passing, however; I would ask believers in the
doctrine of Universalism how much lation the,

| the ‘Yice Chancellor

, (Wis.,) Feb. 14, 1861,

For the Boston, Investigator.
Pugilistic Clergymen. -
MR. EpiTor : —For more than forty years I have
bad ample opportunities for observing the develop-

ments of Human Nature ; and long since the-convie- |

tion was forced upon my own mind, that what is called
religion never altered a man’s real disposition, Hau-
man Nature remains the same in its elements always.
Hence, clergymen and their followers act precisely as
they would do, if there were 1o such thing as religion.
Read the following account, which I take from' the
Boston Transeript, of Feb. 20th:— - - ¢ -+ .

‘A SineuLar Case.—The English papers report
that the Rev. J. Sumner Brockhurst, of Emmanuel }
College, horsewhipped the Rev. Edward Dodd; Fel- |
low of Magdalen College, and Vicar of St. Giles’s,
Cambridge, Having been brought before the Vice
Chancellor, and formally convicted of the assault, Mr. |
Brockhurst was suspended from all his degrees for a
period of four years, Mr. Dodd was commended by
for his conduct under such re-

fird in the ¢ Testimony of- the Rocks,” and what:
guarantee—although their ¢ God is love’’—that he '
bas not prepared a place, or state of torment, for the
souls of men after death, supposing men had souls
which could exist independent of the body? But to
proceed.

Although: Mr. Miller clung so: tenaciously to the

i

I
; had actually omitted from the grace the name of the

pro , as exhibiting the utmost Chris-
tian fork "The criminal made the following
singular statement in justification of his assaulf :—
He says that he was told that'a Fellow of the College

Lord Jesus Christ, and had sald when asked for his
Teason, that it was on-account of the p ofa

please a.wealthy fellow-commoner, I felt that matters
had reached a point that a man feeling the veneration
I do for the Lord Jesus, must take notice of. # * *
Having finished the infliction, I threw down the whip
at his feet and said, ‘ Now, Sir, I bave done that to
you, take it up if you dare, and do it to me.’ I then
said to the bystanders and college servants, after I had
taken ap the whip, ‘Go and tell all over the Univer-
sity that Mr. Brockhurst, of Emmanuel, has horse-
;yhipped Mr. Dodd, of Magdalen, for having been
alse to his -Saviour and false to his friend.’ [ made
some- observation to the crowd without .the college.
If I'said, ¢ Thank God,” T pray God to pardon me if
I used his name irreverently, but I don’t think I did.
If I did, I did it in the cause of the Saviour.”’
¢ A singular case,”” indeed ! And this is the worst
term the Transeript (which has strong sectarian pro-
clivities,) can apply to such conduct as this. But
this case is not so very singalar. Ihave known clergy-
men who were similarly pugilistic. . One in New Lon-
don, (Conn.,)in the year 1827, by the name of Robert
Bowser, an Englishman, and a preacher in the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, attempted to chastise-one of
his clerical brethren, in the street, who was vastly his
inferior in size. And T once referred your paper to
a Methodist priest in New York, (John A. Collins,)
who was then connected with the Methodist Book
concern. He was from Baltimore, and bitterly op-
posed to his anti-slavery brethren ; and when he heard
of one of them (Charles K. True,) who had become
conspicuous in that cause, Collins was so angry that
he declared he ¢ could w'xjing True’s nose, to the glory
of God.” -This isa cant phrase among votaries, doing
certain deeds, as they say, ¢ for the glory of God.”?
And observe in the above account of the Reverend
Mr. Brockhurst, how very pious he -was, (as the
Methodist Judean down East, when speaking: in
Lovefeast, safd, he was “ pious as hell.”’) So, this
pious priest in England, his great ¢ veneration for
the Lord Jesus,”” bid him thus to horsewhip a brother
clergyman, and for the cause that his brother did not
‘“say grace’ over his dinner, in a style to suit the
pugilist. . .
Another of these pugilistic priests I knew in.1840,
when I was editing a paper in New York. This man
persecuted me with a malignity that was truly cha-

racteristic of a sectarian bigot; and a few years since,

he was arrested for having assaulted a man with a
.cane, in the streets of Washington city.

The Reverend William W. Walker, as reported in
the papers a few days since, was arrested in West-
-moreland County, Va., and bound over to keep him
 from fighting a duel with J. E. R. Crabb.

Such is-the aceount which faithful history gives of
popes, bishops, priests, elders, ministers, and Chris-
tians; they get angry, they steal, and fight, and they
commit adultery, and murder, precisely as if there
‘were no such thing as they call religion, What they
call religion, is a notion-they have of invisible things,
of which nothing is known ; and it does notyand can-
‘not alter the elements which enter into the composi-
tion of human nature. 8.

Boston, Feb. 21, 1861.

For the Boston Investigator.
Henry Ward Beecher and Company.

Mr. Eprror :—In an article published in the In-
VESTIGATOR twelve or fifteen years ago, I expresséd
the opinion that the Beechers think too much to be
always slaves, ' This may be a mistake; yet some of
them ray with propriety be called arch-heretics, One
of them has adopted the Hindoo theory, that men are
punished in this world for sins committed by them in

Jew at the table, But Christ died for all men, and
1 say that the man who would.omit the name of Christ
in asking a blessing on a college dinner, must be lost

a previous state of This is like hanging a
man for erimes of which he and no other person has

that she heartily loathes the doctrines which for many
years she professed to believe.” I think she is now a
member of the Episcopal church, which shows that
at least she does not harmonize on the subject of reli-
gion with the mob. Another has publicly declared
that the slavery of ministers is as great an evil as
African slavery, which no doubt is correct.

Henry W. Beecher a fow ycars ago was frequently
a buffoon in the pulpit; but in that respeet he has
apparently reformed. Within a year I have read at
least fifty of his sermons. It is evident he has no re-
gard for Christianity, as it is usually understood ; but
being very popular and well supported, he doés not
say anything directly against it. He often lugs Scrip-
ture into his discourses, with the obvious design of
making his hearers think that he reverences the Bible.
Most of his sermons contain but. little except absolute
nonsense. For example :—he recently occupied a
whole discourse in trying to show that 'men’ought to
eat God, or eat at him, every day. ' Many 6f his ser:
mons are equally ridiculous. Cn .

No doubt one reason why he writes so much nou-
sense, is, that b writes vastly more than any person
can write, and write well. ‘It is very common for
people to admire a di they do not understand,
if he who delivered it belongs to their party, and isa
person of distinction. If I should preach to his hearers
such nonsense as he generally preaches, no doubt they
would leave the house in disgust. But in him, non-
sense is wisdom.  Still, he frequently says things that
are intelligible, and such parts of his sermons are very
liberal. Sometimes almost a whole discourse is of this
gharacter. On the whole, he says a great many just
such things as Infidels would say, and such things as
ministers and Christians in general would very much
dislike. -As one of his balderdash sermons is printed
every week in the New York Independent, (which
may almost be called an Infidel paper, and has a large
circulation,) he must be doing very much to promote
Infidelity.

and preach and publish for many years to come.
Under the garb of Christianity he no_doubt is doing
vastly more to spread Infidelity than he could do-if ke
was an avowed Infidel ; -for multitudes read his ser-
mons who would never read a word which was known
to be written by an Infidel,

Rev. Edward Hitchcock, D. D., L. L. D, promotes
Infidelity by showing that many parts of the Bible are
not true, Henry Ward Beecher does it by showing
that everycrime on earth can be supported by the
Scripture! ¥ Hence he says, *‘ When the Bible is
opened that all the fiends of hell may pass through it
to ‘make iischief on earth, I say, blessed be Infi-
delity.” ~ And he goes on to say that Chuistians fre-
quently stop those who are advocating any good cause,
¢ by stuffing into their mouths the leaves of the Bible.?
His religion is substantially the religion of Infidels,
I have never seen in his writings any allusion to fu-
ture punishments, which, seems to show that heis a
Universalist. MOSES B. CHURCH.

Rochester, (Iowa,) Feb. 20, 1861,

[The reason why the sciences have not advanced,
is, that scholars have been afraid to depart from the
ideas entertained by the schools, lest they should
sacrifice their prospects, or draw down upon them
the ire of old fashioned professors; and, if' a man dare
advance a sentiment with respect to morals, or reli-
gion, at variance with what was whipped into his
grandfathers, a thousand years ago, it is immediately

ed as that terrible monster—an

any knowledge. Another avows that she embraced

idea that the different races of mer sprung from one“iudeed ; but when I found that the omission was to |the Orthodox creed by smothering her reason, and

N

everywhere rep

Infidel.]

said, “*he is wise above what is written;’ and he is *

. For this reason I strongly desire that he may live .
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For the Boston Investigator.
Brahmin Gangooly on Caste.

Mnr. Entror :—I have read some extracts from the
book of the converted Brabmin, Gangooly, and find
that his narrative of Jaganatha differs from mine; he
but slightly alludes to the Orthodox history, but gives
a rational, and, as he belicves, a bistorical account of
the youthful Krishua, whom he describes as the mor-
tal son of a king of Agra: being ahout such an ex-
planation as many Unitaians, Deists, and Atheists
give of 'the history of Jesus.  Iiven the one-sided ac-
counts given by English writers, indicate that many
Hindus explain that most of the avataras (so called,)

pourid the Christian Scriptures in defiance of our
priesthood, There are many instances of this; and
Wilson, one of the highest authoritics, says, ¢ their
teachers are frequently taken from the lower castes,
and the distinction of caste is in a great measure lost
in the simildrity of schism.”

Gangooly says even a king cannot become a Brah-
min. In opposition to the practical import of this, is
the fict, set forth in the Vedas, that some of the Rishis
(sages, or pricstly bards,) who by intuition perceived
divine truths, and poured them forth in some of the
sacred hymns and prayers compriscd in the Vedas,
waro of thc warrior caste; a fact so inconsistent with

are histo mortals, who have, by exag-
rerations, become deified ; and whose heroie or useful
acts, have been e '\,mtul into nnra\.lc& That

By nnd , that some
Brahmins have nnentul narratives of mnmculous cir-
to account for ionable cases of such
A p

‘m;,ool; gives Ifis exp ly, as a pop-
ular idea in a village of Bengal, .s -mothcr evidence
of the injustice of Christian anathemas on the super-
stition of the Hindus. Though we must admit, that

nealogies of royal families
of the warrior caste show that members of their fami-
Tics have renounced the diadem, to become ascetics,
and they are recognized as holy men, and founders
of Brahminical sects.

as Gangooly has 1 that Christianity is the
true religion, he may dislike to relate the version of
the life of Krishna that an orthodox-Vaishnava Brah-
min ought to belicve in, lest his new patrons should
discover that between Krishna and Christ thereis a
distinction withont any important difference.

But, if L may judge of Gangooly by  the extracts,”
o writes on some subjects in the pride of Brahminism,
and from a limited experience, and thus gives a false
impression regarding some Hindu customs; for in-
stance, he tells us, not the true operation of the sys-
tem of castes, but that which Brahmins gencrally have
always wished to be true ; for, if true, they would be
lords paramount over things temporal and spiritual,
instead of adapting thémselves to the new supersti-
tions of the inferior castes, and filling menial offices,
as so many of them do. 1f, as Gangooly states, the
Hindus, as a religious daty, support overy member
of a Brahmin’s family, how is it that Brahmins con-
descend to be cooleys to sudras, and to mendicant
sects, and ¢ have recourse to almost cvery calling in
order to support themselves”??  (Ward’s View, &e.,
. of the Hindus; and L. E. Xnowledge, *“Ilindus.”)
Something like Gangooly describes may be true of his
village, and in his experience; small communities,
living g after the
Jives of common people, do cherish customs as if they

Gangooly says, ““In Hindu countries everything is
fixed, binding, and must be attended to. * # #* They
do not and cannot seck after a change.”  Gangooly,
if he knew the history of his country, would know
that Buddhism caused a national change, in which
caste was renounced as well as the national religion,
by the voluntary act of the people. He would know
that the Sikh nation was formed principaily by Hin-
dus, who between 100 and 150 years ago assembled
from various castes — renouncing castes, creeds, and
holy books. Their numbérs made them appear dan-
gerous to the Mohammedan government, which, in
seeling to subdue theny, proved their power, and they
became, what they still are, & military people; but
caste is not among them.

Gangooly himsclf is a suflicient illustration ; in re-
nouncing the religion of which he was a holy member,
and taking up Christianity, he disproves that  every-
thing is fixed, and must be attended to.”” That which
he has done, millions of Hindus may do, if they feel
the desire to do so ; he has committed a double offence
against the highest caste, and is liable to all the dis-
abilities that any can encounter. Ie is not banished
his country, or his village; he has, I suppose, visited
Ingland and this country under the influence of the
missionary societies, to gwe assurance to those whose

to

were sacred ordinances; but, wherever and wh

moncy sends missi the Hindus,

the circumstances arise that tempt o cl that
make any custom be felt to be ivksome—the Iindus
can throw that custom off, as we can throw off our
long cherished customs of thought or action. They
have to suffer, as we suffer, from ithe regrets and
reproaches of relations, friends, and ncighbors, who
arc not prepared to throw ofl time-honored ideas and
customs when we arc. Facts in support of this are
abundgnt. T published in “The New Harmony
Advertiser,” four articles, setting forth some of these
facts.

I do not believe that one half of the caste regulas
tions that we heav of osist generally, in practice ; they
arc found in Hindu books. The Jewish religion

trammels its disciples by rigid injunctions respecting
" sites, ceremonics, and observances, in almost all the
acts of life; but from a knowledge of the Tondon
population of Jews, Iean say that the majority dis-
rogard many of these injunctions, acting cither con-
trary to their spirit, or to hoth letter and spirit; the
fow rigidly Orthodox regarded this degencracy, some
with pity, some with indignation and contempt, but
the majority, probably from community of fecling,,
were very easy with the oflenders ; and so long as the

that they do make a convert. He will re-
tarn to India to convert others. _Of those who will
take any notice of him, some will fecl contempt that
in abandoning a superstition he was educated in, he
could accommodate his mature judgment to a foreign
superstition of about the same quality as the one he
has renounced ; but, I belicve he would meet with
more polite indifference than would be experienced

; and a g from caste
i he bas to become a wo;lnﬂw man, Dxﬂ‘erences of |
creed make diffe castes ; and the folli
veniences of caste exist everyw]xere, though more sys-
tematized in India than elsewhere.
Last month, a Hindu professor of Hindustanee, ac-
knowledged to be by far the most competent of the

For the Boston Investigator.
Judge Tabor and Joseph Treat.

Mr. Eprror: —Enclosed you will find two dollars
for the subscription for the next year of of this
place, and two dollars for the new subscriber I pro-
mised you, for the new year’s gift.

In this wnnecuon I would like to say a word or

candidates for teaching that language, at Cambridg
University, was rejected by the priesthood because
he was a heathen! (London Dispatch, Dec.9.) And

_|if my memory do not deccive me, Sir Isaac Newton

and his tes, the priesthood of C: Uni-
versity, rejected a Mohammedan teacher of Arabic,
on the same high caste principle ; exhibiting an intol-
erance which, on Christian testimony, is not exhibited
by Brahmins. - It is well said, that, to be consistent
with this, we ought to have :*a cry of heretical boots
and Infidel breeches, and a call for godly tea, and
port of sound church principles.” .

We have long been deluded by the assurance that
the caste system, with all the inflexibility and tyranny
over soul and body, aseribed to the Indian system,
existed in ancient Egypt. Now the learned Egyptian
antiquaries positively affirm that caste did not ever
exist in Egypt. (See Types of Mankind.) Inever
saw any evidence that it did ; and we have been al-
most as much deceived as tn its influence where it
does, as whére it did not exist.

MARGARET CHAPPELLSMITH.

New Harmony, (Ind.,) Jan. 20, 1861.

For the Boston Investigator.

Nature and Art--Mind and Matter.

Mg. Eprror :—There is an artificial tegument over
the reality of our existence. The glare of external
objects upon our senses cripples the penetrative power
of our consciousness, as to this actual

.|in a frecman’s bosom.

two in of the testimony of Judge Tabor.
Inever shrink from the avowal and defence of Infi-
delity, whenever I am questioned on the, subject ; and
never allow any one in my presence to eulogise Chric-
tianity, without giving my disclaimer. The result
is, that my religious sentiments are widely known
throughout the place. On last Saturday evening I
was told by a gentleman, he never thought he should
be 50 bold and outspoken on the subject, before I came
here. Therefore, I say with Judge Tabor, ‘¢ Stand
Firm!? and fear mot. Fear has no place, of right,
All it wants to remove the
stigma that now rests upon Infidels, is for some one,
however lowly his estate, to stand out as a breakwater
for the shelter of the timid; and finally, like an in.
fant’s first endeavor to walk, their tcttering knees will
strengthen, and. erect and fearlessly step out, ready
to assist in the glorious struggle for the emancipation
of mankind from the bondage of priestcraft.

I yesterday went twenty miles to hear a lecture by
Mr. Joseph Treat, in Philadelphia, and felt repaid.
He is well able to fill the vacant place of our Joseph
Barker, and do worthy battle against the arrogance
that would soon appear among our opponents, the
priests, if they had not a salutary fear of being called
to account. Mr. Treat is a man of evident talent,
and well posted. His enunciation is rapid, yet dis-
tinct, enabling him to travel over much ground in
the course of an evening. A good logician, he brings

beneath the compact crust; and yet, we are aware
the real exists, and must exist as a basis, or the tegu-
ment could not, Select, for instance, the street of a
commercial city. You find a dense mass of buildings
on each side, and pavements under foot; vehicles,
and animals, and merchandise, move through the
thoroughfare, addressing the eye, the ear, the smell,
the touch.

‘Where is Nature? Buricd under the paving-stones
and rubbish, and excluded by.the buildings. Her
agents—air, light, and water, cold and heat—are all
modified by the surroundings. Below the surface is a
nétivork of sewers, aqueducts, and gas pipes ; garbage,
sluggish water, and stench, with their generations of
subterranean inhabitants, are the contents. The at-
mosphere above teems with dust, noise, and odor.
Consider the street as it once was; its natyral condi-
tion; actual land, coyered with grass and wild fowers,
and d with trees. Acorns and nits, or frmc

among English or i bya ted Chris-
tian, who should mot only declare Christianity a
superstition, but should striye to cause the worship of
Vishnu and Krishna to supersede that of Jehovah and
Cluist. The priesthood would spurn, denounce, and
in Burope proscente and punish him ; bigotted fami-
lies would shun him as an outeast from grace, and an
outrager of almighty cusfom ; and a large number of
those whose reason is untmmmelled by superstition,
Dut whose pecuniary interest makes them “ run with
the stream,” would imitate their bigotted neighbors,
The Christian would lose caste, as much as Gangooly
will.

1 do not find that persecution has Leen as general
a fedture of Brahminical, as it has of Christian prac-
tice. A statement of severe rules in favor of the

backsliders did not throw off the gogue, and did
attend to some of the most important rites and cere-
monies, they could not be said to suffer for their un-
orthodoxy, Even if one committed the greater sin
of leaving the synagogue for the Christian church, the
penalty was not too hard to bear. Iknow such an
offender, who married a Protestant, and whose nume-
rous offspring were educated as Protestants, and dur-
ing fifty-cight years they have been respected, and
partly sustained in business, by a Jewish population.

Such is the case with the Jews, whose Scriptures
tell them that they, and they only, are the chosen
people, (but, as they are human, their reason tells
them the contrary,) is it not reasonable to suppose
that Iindus, who believe that all religions come from |
God, who readily take part in Mohammedan celebra:
tions, and pay reverence to thg memory of the great
and good men of that faith, are more tolerant of change
than most people arc; and is it not absurd to suppose
that any unpleasant consequences can attend him
who s to carpentry instead of his father’s trade of
catching fish?

It is true thata man loses caste if he makes any
marked change in his creed or occupation ; but when
he desires that change he don’t care for what he loses,
any more than a Methodist cares for the loss of tllat
sectarian appellation, when, he renounces both his
church and its ereed. It is true that a low caste man
cannot become a Brahmin, because to be that he must
have pure Brahwin blood in his veins; but he can
Decome a pricst, he can expound the Ve ed'us, not by
Bralminical law, but by more powerful public opin.
jon, in defiance.of .the Brahmins, just as we can ex-

Brahmins, is y kept before us, but they are
not rules in operation ; they are not, nor have they
ever been, that we know, the laws of any place in any
time; they are found in an ancient book of unknown
date, and unknown author, “ The Laws of Mana,”
which contains cnough that is excellent to justify
Hindus having a respect for it. But it is admitted,
that, < for a long time it has formed only a very small
part of the Hindu judicial system,”” and ¢ learned
Hindus say that many laws enacted by Manu were
confined to the first three ages of the world”’ ; that is,
previous to this last reconstruction of the worhl since
the Hindu flood. (See Penny Cyclopadia, ¢ Manu.””)
We might as well refer to the * Books of Moses,” to
find the laws of this country, as to the ¢ Laws of
Manuw,” to find Hindu laws; yet, ~|1most mvanably

pm‘haps ; the song of the birds, chirp of tl\e Ll‘l(.l[Eﬁ

bum of the bee, nibbling of the sheep, lowing 0fc.1t~
tle, grazing of horses, rustling of the plants and grass
by wind, bird, and grasshopper, the flashing squeak
of the squirrel, generated a melody now unknown in
that crushed district. These are perm;mem accom-
paniments of Nature, liable to be set aside tempora-
xily, and ready at any time to resume their occupations
in the haunts of their predecessors, while the products
and works of art must decay.

So with the mind of man; it may be temporarily
obscured and bewildered by surrounding objects and
events; but, these are transient and must pass away;
the tegnment ‘must crumble and disappear; the dis-
appearance will reveal the real interior, which has
been only suspended from the sight and attention.
The mind can afford, on account of its durability, to
await its time; and will finally resume its empire,
though nations disband, cities perish, and pyramids
pulverize. Neither Nature nor mind is compelled to
force its way through the i strata of art

home his with a damaging precision ; ener-
getic and enthusiastic, he hasa magnetic influence
which is not impaired by a certain boldness of expres-
sion that in itself would go far to carry conviction of
the truths he seeks to impress.  Ile reasons closely,
and his arguments are convincing, He stated that he
bad been quite unwell, and had not in cgnsequence
been able to do the subject (the Bible and Civiliza-
tion,) due justice; but such as it was, it will be suffi-
cient to compel another twenty mile pilgrimage next
Sunday, to sit again ‘““under the droppings of the
sanctuary.’’

I would give you a synopsis of his address, only I
fear T have aheady too far trespassLd on your good
nature, and would end by saying if any of our friends
want to hear *the Word,” they cannot fail, if they
give him ““a call,”? to insure a *“ treat” of no ordmary
character.

I would here notice the fact that at the lectures of
Mr. Barker, of which I had the partial control, the
old INVESTIGATOR was always remembered in the
notices from the deésk,—a part of the services that
ought not to be omitted.

. Respectfully, F. L. TAYLOR.

Burlington, (N. J.,) Feb. 25, 1861.

For the Boston Investigator.
The “Nameless Hero.”

Mr. Eprror :—I think there isa call for further
consolation. I was amused with the account, in the
InvesTIGATOR of the 20th, of your correspondent’s
attempt to'lure *‘them asses”’ into doing honor to
his “ Nameless Hero.”” I think him a fit subject for
some of my consolation,

learn from a foreign source, that even the ¢ Name-
less Hero ”? (to whose portrait bigotted legislators deny
its appropriate place in the Halls of the Nation,) is
duly appreciated by those who are as “hav-
ing authority.” In the lectures of William Smyth,
Professor of Modern Ristory in the University of

and of matter, It has only to wait awhile, and these
will dissolve, and leave both in their primitive fresh-
ness and vigor, as the dissipated clond leaves free

C: i (Eng.,) edited by Jared Sparks, I find
the following passage :—

 The pamphlet of Paine, whatever may be Justly
thought of the coarseness and fury of such terms as
I have , was read and admired

passage for the splendor of the briefly led sun.
As there is an elasticity in the constitution of Nature
which will finally rise above the'xigid clamp of art,
80 is there an elasticity in the mind which defies the
transient envelope of matter and its bewilderments.
The real work is incessantly going on beneath all this
superficial bustle, g0 chaotic and conflicting in its

that which we are told of B; is
the repetition of the same questions from this same
book ; we are scarcely ever presented with actual
cases, such as the bistory of Christianity presents in
horrid abundance. There have been cases of Brah-
minical persccution. Buddbism, which would not
persceute, is supposed to have been overcome by such
means; but by many facts, I am assured that Brah-
minism has not persecuted wntln the intensity and
y that cl Ch

Caste exists everywhere, not csmbhshcd by sys-
tematical, though partly abortive efforts of a dominant
class, as in India; but growing spontaneously from
habit, superstition, and arrogatice of opinion, of sta
tion, and of wealth, Aristocracy is a caste; a quaker
loses caste if he marry ot of ¢ the society? ; a work-

ing man abandons caste when he is able to sct up

A perfect ity of human nature'is
the substratum which is no more disturbed by the
uproar above, than is the augmenting coral fabric at

surface. Beneath, is the actual theatre of operation
where the unity of plan can be exccuted on the sub-
stantial integrity of human nature, as the only proper
subject to be elaborated into a higher quality or de-
gree, and prepared for a higher sphere and more ex.
lensive employments. LIBERALIST,
Suspav.—The New York city dailies are oppos-
ing the repeal of the penal statutes for the observance
of the ‘“Sabbath.” Effectually protected in their
own Sunday labor, they can afford to deny the peo-
ple innocent amusements, and healthful freedom on

that dny

the bottom of the ocean agitated by the winds on its |-

in ‘America, and is said to have contributed most
materially to the vote of lndependence passed by
Congyress in 1776,

There’s a bit of ¢ cmnudency,” as Byron hath it,
that recurs again and again to my mind. I must
write it to make it ¢ Zie down.”” In Whittier’s ¢ Re-
former?? is the following stanza :—

« So wisely tanght the Indian seer ;

Destroying Seva, forming Brahm,

‘Who wake by turns Bnrl.h's love :Lnd fear,

Are ong, the same.”
It strikes me as a comical coincidence that destroy-
ing Seaver should be associated with Mendum. Ac-
cording to this theory where’s the use of a Mendum ?
In-coincilence were a more accurate term here—but
that is not what I want. It makes me feel fongue-
tied when the right word won’t come. If-I knew
how, I’d sketch Glorious old Kit’s veil ; ” but you
see 1 don’t know Low to sketch a straight line.

Charlestown, Feb. 28k, 1861,

—

Nor Muce.—The contributions of O. S. Presby-
terians for religious pnrposes last year did not exceed
two dollars each !

Y



) For the Boston Investigator.
Habits of Thomas Paine. -
Mg, Eprror: —To those who are so virulent res-

" pecting the alledged, but properly disputed, habits of

Thomas Painey we recommend the following :—
Apullius represents Socrates as sitting vagabond-
like, in tho streets, in a tattered cloak, nearly naked,

" so dirty that he was compassionately picked up, con-

ducted to a bath, scrubbed and anointed, and the coat
of filth which defiled lim was laboriously rubbed off

Dby Aristomenes.—[ The Golden Ass, Book I. |

The wisest of the ancients believed occasional de-

* bauches to be commendable.@-[Bruce’s“Class Por-

traits—Socrates.

Montaigne thought hard drinking absolutely neces-
sary for great statesmen.—[Ibid. .

The Emperor Julian’s beard was not ouly shaggy,
but populous; and he prided himself on bis filthiness.
—[Ibid—Julian.

All contemporaries of Mr. Paine, both in England
and France, as well as in America, deemed a person
mean who had not his sideboard of liguor, or its

quivalent, ling to his ci A house
without it was considered inhospitable, and felt
cheerless. .

Let these strictures on Socrates and Julian, and
on hundreds of other great men, be ‘compared with
those Jaunched hlessly against the
Taine.

And of his cited inclination to ridicule what to him
seemed really ludicrous:in the Jewish writings, and
yet so fortified’ from ordinary assault by the thick
canopy and shield of ecclesiasticism, let us quote
Socrates himself, and the poet Horace, ~

“VWithout the aid of ridicule,” says the former,
‘¢ one cannot in serious matters arrive at the truth.” |
—[Plato Legg. VIL] Bishop Watson should not
have ignored this.

“¢ Ridiculum aeri
TFortius ac melius plerumque secat res — 7’
says Horace.
Translatio
A knotty point oft ridicule assails
Strongest and best, where reason nought prevails.

At the apostolic lottery which supplied the vacant
place of Judas Iscariot, Mithridates of Pontus would
have been a formidable competitor for Matthias.
Bruce says he could speak fluently tweaty-two differ-
ent’ languages, and swallow with impunity any ordi-
nary poison,—[Bruce’s Charlemagne.
ANTIQUARIAN.

For-the Boston Investigator.
Dr. G. A. Hammett's Notions.

Mgr. Epitor :—I don’t see how you can stomach to
print so much stuff from G¢ A. Hammett. I was like.
Mr. Brown ; I thought he was ¢ fooling,”” but he says
now that he is not. 1 still think that he is ¢ fooling,””

. Ihave|d

open their doors to admit Christians and all, so that

they can come in and rule. But I'sce that Iam not

competent, therefore I will be content to trust to some

person that is. B

" Yours, for the spread of knowledge, virtue, and

freedom, JOSEPH LEE.
San Jose, (Cal.,) Dec. 17, 1860.

idernd Luineiples wull Piews,

' For the Boston Tnvestigator.

Free Speech, Mobs, &e.
Mr. Eprror :—I don’t know whether you know
, that I have been in-Albany at two conventions— Anti-
' Slavery and Woman’s Rights, and that Mrs. Mott,
Mus. Stanton, and myself had a hearing before the
Judiciary Committed on the Divorce Bill, now before
the House. The first afternoon of the Anti-Slavery
Convention, we had to contend against the mob spirit
ever ready to crush free speech ; bt the Mayor of
Albany, unlike those of other cities, took a noble
stand against mob law, and conquered the evil spirit
that says, ** You shall not speak what I don’t wish to
'hear,”” 1 spoke that afternoon on the laws that regu-
late stcamboats, hotels, and public meetings — the
tacit agreement entered into by a speaker and those
who choose to come and hear him speak. - The effect
seemed to be good, for we had no more disturbance
that afterncon, nor evening; but upon coming out in
the evening, it scemed as though all Bedlam was let
loose, and were it not for the energetic action of the
Mayor and about sixty eflicient policemen, who es-
corted us home, the mob demon would have done his
work. But finding they could not vent their malice
on us, the mob burned the Mayor in effigy. It will
be an unfading crown of glory to him to have been
made a martyr for vindicating the right of free
speech, Enclosed you will find a copy of bis letter.
Lhope you will give it a place in the INVESTIGATOR,
for I am sorry to see that some of the readers &nd
contributors of your paper don’t yet understand the

A, B, and C, of the right of free speech.

ErnesTiINE L. Rosk.
New York, Feb. 21, 1861.

{
!
i
!

CrTy oF ALpany, Mavor’s OFFICE,
February 1st,.1861.

To D. V. King and 100 others, Petitioners :—

Gentlemen :—I have received from you a petition,
of which the following is a copy :—

‘‘To His Honor, George H. Thacher, Mayor of
Albany :—

“J having been publicly announced that the Anti-
Slavery Convention will be held in this city early in
February, the undersigned, citizens of Albany, earn-
estly entreat your interposition, as the Chicef Magis-
| trate of the city, to prevent the gathering of an asso-
ciation of indivi se well-k i
expressed at this ime, while the country is in such a
distracted condition, we fear would lead'to disorderly

—cither jokingly, ig 5 0
too good an opinion of him to think he is ignorant
enough to thinlk that there is any reason in his trying
o rationalize any part of Christianity.

e says, (in InvesTicaToRr, No. 30,) that when he
uses the term God or Deity, to signify a non-intelligent |
first cause, he uses a metaphor justifiable. I can’t sce
any more reason in those words to signify non-intel-
ligent, than intelligent causes; and then I never saw
any sense in saying ¢ first cause.” We know there
is not and never was such a thing as a ¢ first cause.”
To admit a fivst cause is as wicked as a Methodist,

Then he tells us what Jesus says, as if such a man
ever lived, thus making himself a pure Christian.
1 challenge. him or any other to show any reason for
believing that such a person as Christ or Jesus, or any
person of the kind, ever lived in any shape or char-
acter whatever, Ie speaks as if the.early Christians
used deception fora good purpose. Ican’t see any
good purposes or effects from anything peculiarly
Christian.

tending to disturb the public peace
and cast discredit upon our city? While we recog-
nize the right of Free Speech, and would not in the
least circumscribe it, we feel that everything tend-
ing to disturb the public mind, or calculated to em-
bitter public feeling, should be studiously avoided ;
and deeming that a meeting of this kind would resalt
in disorder, we trust you will exercise your authority,
by taking immediate steps to prevent its being held.

« Albany, January, 1861,

You do not inform me who the parties are by whom
the ¢ disorderly demonstrations’’ are likely to be
made. My long acquaintance with the people of Al-
eir p i ion as order-loving
iding citizens, preclude the idea that they,
orany portion of them, would so far forget themsclves
and their duties to their country, as to originate or
participate in any  disorderly d i tend-
Ing to disturb the public peace, or to cast discredit
upor the city.”” They surely cannot be the disturb-
ers of the public peace to whom you refer. I have
a right, therefore, to suppose that you apprehend dis-
orderly conduct on the part of the members of the
proposed convention, You may rest assured that
should those persons commit any act of a disorderly
nature, should they violate any of the laws of the

'

Dr. Hammett pretends to see < the genius and phi-_city, during the holding of their convention, they
losophical spirit displayed in the moral precepts of‘}"llbe promptly arrested by the authorities, and pun-
the New Testament.”” . Now, Sir, there is o such ;s;;l;s they shall deserve, 16 however, I have wis.

o . ‘ - apprehended the. purpose of your communication, i
spiit displayed in the New nor Old Testament, but you jniend to invo‘I;B g:y inw}x"pos'lﬁon to prevent the
both are filled with absurdities. Nor did the early assembling of a convention in our city, and a free
Christians throw off the superstitious rites of their discussion and expression of the views of those who

Jewish ancestors; nor did they show any moral cha-
ractor to lead one to the conclusion that they kad the
least Theism in their heads or hearts.

All of that stuff about Jesus being God, and sent by
God, is beyond my capacity to see any sense to reply
‘to. He says that Nature in many respects operates
like an intelligent governor; but I can see no signs
of any governing at all." I see things in motion, and
nothing to stop them, therefore they go on. - Of course,
when so many things are in motion as we see in Na-
ture, and all moving in different directions, we see
some things meet ; but in thus megting, it looks more
like disorder than intelligent government.

1 hope, if Dr. Hammett says anything more about
his Christian Atheism, that Mrs. Rose, Joseph Treat,
¢ Philo-Spinoza,” or some other that is competent,

will give him quantum suff. |

1 would like to pitch into those that are trying to

.get our Infidel Association to widen their platform and

| participate in its proceedings, I most respectfully but

decidedly decline to comply with your request.
I When I assumed my present position as Mayor of
| the city, T took the following official oath—* I do sol-
emnly swear that I will support the Constitution of
,the United States, and the Constitution of the State
of New York, and that I will faithfully discharge the
duties of the office of Mayor of tlie city of Albany,
to the best of my ability.””

The Constitution of the United States prohibits:
Congress from passing any law  abridging the free-
dom of speech or of the press, or the right of the peo
ple peaceably to assemble and petition the govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.” The Constitution
of the State of New York declares that ¢ every citi-
zen may speak, write, and publish his sentiments on
a'll subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that
right.”” Under these two Constitutions the people of
the State of New York have reserved and secured the
most Eerfect individual liberty to speak, write, and
publish their sentiments on all subjects. They have
Jealously guarded themselves against interference on
the part of Congress, the Legislature, or any sobor-
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