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K-12 Online Education Task Force Recommends Changes
The K-12 Online Education Task Force last Friday submitted its formal recommendations to the bipartisan team of four legislators who commissioned their work. Among the five recommendations are some long-overdue changes to provide fairness and flexibility in online education, as well as a visionary pilot program to advance some student-focused changes in the areas of funding, accountability, and interventions. Back in February, Ben DeGrow sat down to interview fellow task force member Elizabeth Davis (principal, Colorado Calvert Academy) on air about the issues and the process as it began to unfold.

More from Ed Is Watching:
Colo. Digital Learning Alternate Policy Route Gives Some Spring Break Hope
Not Pretty: Colorado Is Getting Caught in Other States’ Digital Learning Dust

School Boards Seek to Reward Effective Teaching
Several weeks ago the Colorado Education Association announced a two-pronged legal and legislative strategy to enhance teacher tenure protections. Radio guest and UCCS professor Joshua Dunn compared the union’s court case here with a legal effort to challenge tenure in California. Ben’s latest Greeley Tribune op-ed explained that while unions are pushing back against recognizing and rewarding effective instruction, some local school boards are taking the lead by advancing compensation reforms.

More from Ed Is Watching:
Give Me Colorado, Not California: A Tale of Two Teacher Tenure Court Cases
Colorado Education’s Political Soap Opera Almost Makes Me Want to Change Channels

Jefferson County Builds Open Negotiations Trend
While Jefferson County’s new board majority has jumpstarted the work on educator performance pay, they already have increased transparency by opening union negotiations for the first time in recent memory. Colorado continues to see progress in this area since Ben DeGrow’s 2010 issue backgrounder launched the call for change. Speaking of Jeffco, Raaki Garcia featured a discussion of other changes in the large district with the audience of her Spanish-language radio program.

More from Ed Is Watching:
Open Negotiations in Jeffco Schools: That Old Momentum Looks Like It’s Back
Jeffco Teachers Union Takes Political Spectacle from Boardroom into Classrooms

Podcast Fever: Colorado School Grades and More
Raaki’s program has taken on other key education topics, too, including a February 25 interview with Colorado Succeeds’ Kristina Saccone about the Colorado School Grades project. Kristina’s colleague Luke Ragland was interviewed by Ben on his weekly segment about two of the bigger education issues at the State Capitol. Ben also conversed with Tom Kaesemeyer about Foundations for Great Schools’ annual recognition of Denver-area schools that are beating the odds, and PACE’s Tim Farmer about the need to change teacher licensure in Colorado.

Dougco Choice Scholarships Go Before Supreme Court
More than a year after the Douglas County Choice Scholarship Program’s victory in the Court of Appeals, the Colorado Supreme Court announced last week that they would hear the very important case. The announcement was the lead story in the March 20 episode of Choice Media TV’s Reform School, with Ben DeGrow as special guest.

Dougco’s former school board president John Carson not only won the Independence Institute’s latest Vern Bickel Award but also was featured along with Pam Benigno and Ben DeGrow in Citizen Magazine’s latest cover story. Meanwhile, Dougco’s current school board president Kevin Larsen talked with Ben on air about the district’s role in changing the conversation about state testing.

More from Ed Is Watching:
Colorado Supreme Court Will Hear Dougco School Choice Case, More Waiting Ahead

Eddie Agrees It’s Time for Colorado Kids to Win
As the Choice Scholarship Program lingers over the coming months in the state’s highest court, the Education Policy Center continues to educate Colorado about another school choice idea to benefit students. Raaki talked with her Spanish-speaking audience about K-12 scholarship tax credits on March 18. 

Our young blogging prodigy Eddie also believes it’s time for Colorado kids to win with tax credits, seeing similar school choice debates spread across the United States:
A Beautiful Day to Celebrate Coming Major School Choice Victory in Mississippi
Choice Media: Experts Set President Straight on School Voucher Research Claims
Time to Go Wild: Legal Win for Kids Helped by Arizona’s Cutting-Edge ESAs
New York City Mayor’s Attack on Charter Schools Enough to Give Me Nightmares
McShane is Right: Choice Team Needs to Do More Than Cry about “Bad Schools”
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