From: George Merritt

To: Courtney Smith; Brenda Smith; Jennie Peek-Dunstone
Subject: Comment for ACLU suit
Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2011 1:49:34 PM

FIRST: All unknown numbers calling today go to voicemail, please.

I think it is very likely that we will be asked for a comment. | think this is another
scenario where we need to keep our cards close to the vest and let the ACLU do
what it does. So far, this is playing out exactly as you all planned, so congrats.
While this is welcomed news, | think we want to stay the heck out of the way on
this lawsuit. 1F we are asked for comment by a reporter, we should keep it short
and rather dull. What do you all think of this. It's our "3 things" with a little twist:

"We will certainly be watching this lawsuit closely. In the meantime, our continued
focus is on the district’'s budget,” We will continue work with the district to ensure
neither this program nor this lawsuit draws money away from our already-sparse
budget for classrooms. From the start of this process we insisted this program does
no harm to our budget, holds all participating schools accountable and provides an
equal opportunity for all our students.”
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