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OUR OPINION

T 11t1ng at wmdrmlls

Natelson, like him or
not, proves one person
can make a difference

. o would have ever '
thunk it? A year ago vot-
- ers were about to decide

2 GOVErnor's race, state House and
Senate contests and a battle be-

tween the state's two U.S. House .-

of Representative members for
Montana's lone House position,

The big names were Racicot,
Bradley, Williams, Marlenee,
Baucus, Burns, Not a Natelson to
be found anywhere. .

Well, to dredge up some recent
h:story, we have a Gov. Racicot, a
Rep. Williams, a Democratic
Senate, a Republican House and a
failed sales tax.

We've also got Rob Natelson,
"The head of Montanans for Better
Government, The guy credited
with negating a $§73 million in-
come tax increase passed by the
last session of the Montana
Legislature.

One year ago, had you ever
heard of Natelson? We're not sure
what 2 name identification poll

would show but it wouldn’t.be sur- .

prising to find that Natelson, a law. .
_professor from Missoula writing

an occasional newspaper column,

now has as much name recogni-

. to anythi

tion as any of the socalled bxg
names in the state.

The political agenda in the state
is not being set by anyone elected -
ing, When Natelson and
his group succeeded in gathering

-enough signatures to stop the in-

come tax increase and putitto &
vote of the peaple before it can be-
come law, the political hndscape .
in Montana took a decided turn m—
ward Missoula.

Politicians and mterested citi-
zens are taking their cues from

- Natelson. Agree with him or not, a

lot of what is going to happen in

- this state for the rest of the

decade will have his stamp on it

While that is distressing to
sorne, it shouldn’t be. Citizens are
constantly told that their one vote
can make a difference. Natelson is
proof that one man can certainly
make a difference. Whether he
saw the parade moving in acer-
tain direction and got out in front
of it, or whether he marched the
parade down the anti-income tax
road, is of little consequence. He
was the right person at the right
place at the right time.

The system needs people like
-Matelson:Citizens who aren’t
afraid to tilt at windmills. How bor-
ing if we all marched to the same
drurmner - 5 oLk




