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c H A P. XCVIL c. CHAP.

XCVIII.
(W Ve W

it ACT for the valuation of real and perfonal property  1sg6.
within this flate. +

‘ E it enaited by the Senate and Houfe
DECTION I. B of Reprefentatives of the flate of Dela-
ware in General Affembly mer, That all real and per- rest and per-
{onal property in this {tate, not belonging to this {tate, ?ﬂ":iﬂ%ﬁmy to
or to the United States, or to any church, county,
religious fociety or parifh, or to any college, or to
any county {chool, or to any corporation for charita-
ble ufes, fhall be valued agreeably to the direétions
of this act, and fhall be chargeable according to {uch
valuation with the public affeflment: Provided al- Articles exelud.
«ays, That provifions neceffary for the ufe and con- { ™ ¥*"
{umption of the perlon, to whom the fame (hall be-
long, and his or her family, for the year (not 1nclud-
ing live ftock) plantation utenfils, the working tools
of mechanics or manufacturers actually and conftant-
ty employed in their relpeétive occupations, the im-
plements of a perfon’s trade or profeflion, ftock on
hand of 2 manufatturer or trade{man, houfehold fur-
niture, (other than plate,) grain and other produce
of land, wearing apparel, ready money, bonds and
other {fecurities for money, goods, wares and mer-
chandizes 1mported, {uch carnages of pleafure or tra-
vel as are already taxed by law, fhall be, and- are
hereby excepted from any rate or {feflment: Aud pro-
vided always, That it thall and may be lawful for the How the frock of
Afleflors of the feveral hundreds refpeétively, to efti- 2 manufacturer
mate and value the {tock on hand of a manufa@urer i
or tradefman, and the goods, wares and merchandize
imported of a merchant or thopkeeper, according to
the real profits arifing to the owner or poffeflor there-
of, regarding the debts due from the perfon or per-
lons relpe&ively, from the beft information that he
can obtain.

SECT. 2. And be it enaled, That fix {uitable, dif~ Commifoners
creet, and experienced perfons fhall be appointed by of fax tobe ap-
, : . nted,
the Governor, in each county of this ftate, who fhall y

» -
2t called Commiffioners of the Tax; and thev, or a
Majory


Rob
Highlight

Rob
Highlight

Rob
Highlight


1245

CHAP,
XV,
LV Ve W
1796.

To be ¢lafled,

Rotation.

Shall be exempt-
ed from military
duty, &<,

Penalty for not
ferving.

Vacancies how
fupplied.

Commiflioners
to afcertain the
quantity ef land
ans peifonal
property in
each county.

Afeffors to
make returns

thereof,

LAWS OF THE STATPE

majority of them, fhall be Commiffioners for eacl,
county : Tmmediately after they fhall affemble, they
{hall 1n each county be divided into three clafies ; the
{eats of the firft clafs fhall be vacated at the expira-
tion of the firft year; the feats of the fecond clafs,
at the expiration of the fecond year; and the {eats of
the third clafs, at the expiration of the third year;
fo that one third may be appointed every year ; but
no perfon fhall be capable to ferve more than oncein
any term of three years. |
SECT. 3. And be it enaffed, That every Commif-
fioner, who fhall rtake upon himfelf the execution of
this act, fhall, dunng the ume he fhall {erve as Com-
miffioner, be exempt from all military duty, and

from ferving on any jury; and 1f any perfon appoint-
ed Commiffioner fhall refufe to {erve, or after quali-

tying as Commiffioner, fhall neglect to a&, not hav-
ing a reafonable excufe 10 the judgment of the Com-
miffioners of the Levy Court and Court of Appealsof
his county, he fhall, for fuch refufal or neglect, for-
feic the fum of Thirty Dollars, to be recovered by

.aétion of debt, one moiety thereof, to him, her, or

them who will {ue for the {ame, and the other moiety
to and for the ufe of the ftate : And if any one or more
of the faid Commiffioners {hall die, refufe, negled,
or be rendered 1ncapable to act, the Governor thall
appoint others in their ftead,. who fhall {erve during
the term of the perfon or perfons refpectively whole
place he fhall fill, and no longer ; and this rotation,
of two Commiffioners being difplaced at the end of
cvery year, in each county, and their places {fupplied
by a new appointment, fhall be continued afterwards
in due order annually.

SecT. 4. And be it enafled, That the faid Commu-
fioners of the feveral counues are authoriled and re-
quired to afcertain the quantty of land, and perfonal
property, in their refpeGive counties; and for that
purpofe, the Affeflorsin the {everal hundreds in each
county refpe&ively, {hall take an accurate accountof
the land in their refpeCtive hundreds, and return the
fame, in writing, to the Commiffioners, {pecifying
therein the quanuty of acres belonging to every per-

{on or perfons, what part thereof 1s improved, and
| what
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what part is unimproved, wish the buildings and im- Cxﬁ*&:?
provemnents thereon : And the f{aid Ai:feffors fhall ef- o~
timate each_tra&t or parcel of land at its a&ual worth 1796

in ready money, fl'Oln the beft informarion they CAIl and to value the
obtain, regarding all circumftances and advantages land.

of the fame from fituation or convenience to mar-

ket ; and the {aid Afleffors are authorifed and requir- May call on the
ed to call upon the owner or owners of the land in the g 55 ©
(everal hundreds relpetively, in the county in which quantiy.

the land lies, to dilcover and afcertain the quantity

thereof, and alfo on the Recorder of Deeds and Sur-

veyor of their refpective counties, who is hereby re-

quired to give any information to the faid Affeffors,

or any of them, which his records may afford. {a) *-

SecT. 5. And be 3t enafled, That the faid Afleflors How they hais
(hall afcertain, and make a return as aforefaid of the 3 an
~lots and houfes 1n the cities, boroughs, towns, and of houfes and
villages, within their hundreds refpe&ively, and by *®® ©*™
whom held, poflefled or claimed, and the value there-
of 1n ready money, and the rents‘of fuch houfes and
lots, and-by whom paid ; and they fhall have power
to call on the owner, or poffeflor, of fuch houfes and
lots to afcertain the quantity of land, and the value
thereof, and to difcover what rent is paid for ‘the
{ame ; and fhall affefs the value thereof as is herein
before directed, upon the beft information they can
get, and view of the premifes, if neceflfary ; and fthall
value the ground rent according to the rules herein
atter mentioned.

SECT. 6. And be it enafled, 'That as a rule to alcer- Ground rents
tain the value of ground rent, in the faid cities, bo- g rued and
roughs, towns, and villages, the perfon or perfons
tntitled to eround rent to the amount of Eight Pounds,

(hall be affeffed as for One Hundred Pounds capital,

and 1n the {ame proportion for any ogreater or lefs fum

of ground rent: And the leflees, or perfons holding vLefees to be
the ground, fhall be aflfefled on the aétual worth of eded on im-

b _ provements;

the 1mprovements made fince the leafe or conveyance,

and the prefent value of the land, after dedu&ing

therefrom the value thereof at the time of the leale Hos vatued,
or

fa] This fe&. hath reference to {242 4y of chap. 1902, 2, 16 Gen, 11, and to {eét,
9 of chap. 187. a. Anro, 1-66,
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C H A IP or conveyance, which value fhall be eftimated at Qpne
280, Hundred Pounds for every Eight Pounds of ground
1796.  rent referved, and o pro rato for every greater or lefs
May deduct the {Um of ground rent; and the leflees, or perfons hold-
fumraedto o the groun{d, thall be chargeable and pay the fum
their leffors out
of the rear. . Tated to the letlors, and may deduét the {fame out of
the rent, unlefs otherwile agreed between the perfon
But where not hold.ing the ground, and the perflon claiming the rent;
found, the per- - bug 1f the leflee, or perfon holding the ground, when
fon intitled to . d
the rent hall the fame was affefled, cannot be found, fo that the
paythe ux- fym rated to the perfon inutled to the ground rent,
.cannot be colleted from the perfon holding the
| eround, then the perfon intitled to the rent fthall be
Value of houtes 10€ItIed to pay the afleflment on the fame: And as a
=inrdﬁ!ndts how rule to afcertatn the value of houfes and lots, in the
R faid cittes, boroughs, wvillages, and towns, yielding
an annual rent, the leflor, or the perfon 1ntitled to
the houfe or lot, fhall be affefled for every Twelve
Pounds of the rent referved, as for One Hundred
Pounds capital, and in the fame proportion for any
How leffees ant E0€ALET OF lefs {fum referved ; and upon leafes for
be afleffed where above three years, and where the value of the ground,
the value of the .
houfe, or houles, and improvements, exceeds the

premifes exceeds

the value of the yalue of the rent referved, the leflees, or perfons

rent referved, . )

. holding the ground, houfe, or houfes, and improve:
ments, fhall be affefled upon the {fum which the ac-
tual worth of the ground, houfe, or houfes, and im-
provements, in ready money, exceeds the value of
the rent referved, calculating Twelve Pounds at One
Hundred Pounds capital as aforefaid, and the leflees,
or perfons holding the ground, houfe, or houfes, and
improvements, fhall be chargeable with and may pay
the fums rated their leflor, and may deduct the fame
out of the rent, unle{s otherwile agreed upon between
leflor and leffee ; but if the leflee, or perfon holding
and poflefling the ground, houfe, or houfes, and 1m-
provements, or their effe@ts or eftate cannot be found,
{o that the fum rated to the leffor may be colletted,
then the leflor fhall be chargeable with the {ame.

Houfesand lots And houles, lots, and parcels of Jand, 1n the {ame

hewvalids  places, fhall be valued at their actual worth 1n ready
money ; but where lands have been lealed, or taken

on ground rent, and the leflee or grantee has defert-

ed
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ed the ground, and left it to the leffor or grantor, cH A p.

: - XCVIH.
and the leflor or grantor cannot obtain the rent agreed ,

to be paid, in fuch cafe the ground (hall be eftimat- 146,
ed at its real value, and not upon a calculation from |

the rent referved.
Sect. 7. And beit enafled, That every Afleflor (hall Afieffors to vas

. " lue all petfonal
inform himfelf, by all lawful ways and means, of all ;7o in their

perfonal property in his hundred (except as before hundreds,
excepted) and fhall immediately, on fuch informa-
tion, proceed to value fuch property, agreeably to

the direétions of this act; and (hall form a ftatement, What fatement

in writing, of the particulars of all perfonal property § f'e.2me ther

in his refpective hundred, and of his valuation there- retura.
of, 1n which fhall be exprefled the number of flaves
of each defcription, and the weight of plate, and the
value of each of the above fpecies of property, and
all the other perfonal property, and the value there-
of, and the amount of the whole perfonal property of
every perfon within his hundred, and the amount of
the value of all perfonal property in the hundred;
and fhall return, with his {tatement, an alphabetical
it of the names of all perfons, wholfe property he
{hall value ; and if any Afleflor cannot difcover the
owner of any property, real or perfonal, 1n his hun-
dred, he fhall value and mention the {ame 1n his re-
turn, and note that the owner is unknown. ()

SEcT. 8. And be it enaéted, That the following {pe- How flaves thall
cies of perfonal property fhall be valued as follows, b valued:
fo wit, every male and female flave, from eight to
fourteen years of age, in any fum over Ten Pounds,
and not exceeding Forty Pounds; and every male
flave, from fourteen to forty-five years of age, in any
fum over Twenty Pounds, and not exceeding Seven-
ty Pounds ; and every female flave over fourteen, and
not exceeding thirty-fix years of age, in any f{um
over Fifteen Pounds, and not exceeding Thirty-five
Pounds ; male and female flaves under eighe years of
age, and male flaves above the age of forty-five years,

and female flaves above the age of thirty-fix years,
Vor. II. 4 M (o

{5) This fe®. hath re{grence toffeQ. s, of chap, 102, 2. ard to &@. 10, of
chap. 187, a, ‘
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CHAP. toa trueproportioned value to male and female flaves
ALV, above or under thofe ages, who fhall be particularly
1i736.  noted ; and 1if any {lave thould not be perfet in his
limbs or fight, or from the want of health or any vifi-
ble infirmity, fhall be rendered 1ncapable to perform
his ufval labour, the Afleflor (hall make a reafonable
abatement for fuch caufe, and fhall note the fame in
Plate. his return: And f{ilver plate fhall be valued at Eight
Shillings and Four-pence per ounce; and other ar-
Other arices.  ticles of perfonal property fhall be left to the difcre-
tion and judgment of the {everal Affeflors, who (hall
| eftimate the fame at its actual worth 1n ready money :
Provife. Provided, That the {aid Afleflors fhall be at hiberty to
eftimate male flaves, who are tradefmen, at {uch va-
lue as they may judge them to be worth, regarding

their refpedtive trades and their proficiency therein,
Ownersofflaves,  OECT- 9. Aud be it enadted, That any perfon owning
vken required -any flave or flaves, or any perfon having the care and
falirender 3 nanageiaent of {uch flave or flaves, thall deliver to
them, the Afleflor of the hundred in which he or fhe refides,
when required by fuch Affeflor, an account of all the
flaves owned by him or her, or under his or her care
.and management, with the name and age of each;
.and {uch account fhall be dated, and figned by the
perfon making the {ame; and the Aflefidr fhall view
and examine each flave, and diligently enquire into
his age, and return the account of the owner or own-
ers, or perfon having the care and management of
fuch flaves, with his determination of the age and
Pemlty forre. Value of {uch {lave, to the Commiffioners ; and o
fualoromifion. any owner, or any perfon having the management of
any flave, fhall refufe or omit to give in any flave to
the Afleflor of the hundred 1n which he refides, or
wilfully leflen or increafe his age, fuch owner, or pet-
fon having the managcment of {uch flave, {hall pay

double the tax on the real value of {uch flave.
Pesfons refufing  OECT. 10 Aud be it enalled, 'That every perfon,
torender 3 full. when required by the Affeflor ot the hundred 1n which
f}fif:n:hﬂ:;’r?,’;u_ his or her real and perfonal property, or the real and
pty, thege-  perfonal property under his or her care and manage-
R ment, lies, thall give into {uch Affeflor, in writing,
dated and figned as aforefaid, ir capable of writing,
and if not, the {ame ihall be thewn 10 the Aﬁbgor,
al




OF DEL AW ARE | 1253

and by him inventoried, and the faidunventory fhall cu 4 p,
have the ufual mark placed at the foot of the fame XCVil,
by fuch perfon or perfons, a full and particular ac- A
count of all other his or her real and perfonal proper-

ty in the fame, and of all real and perfonal property

in his or her pofleffion, or under his or her care and
management, liable to afleflment, and to whom the

{ame belongs ; and if any perfon fhall refufe, or af-

ter ten days notice by the {aid Affeflor, in wnting,

thall negleét, to render fuch account, or (hew his pro-

perty as aforefaid, he fhall forfeit the fum of -Three

Pounds, to bz recovered by altion of debt, one moie-

ty to him who will {ue for the {ame, and the other

molety to and for the ufe of the ftate : And the Aflef- How it man
for fhall, on his own knowledge, or the beft informa- then be valued,
tion he can obtain, value the real and perfonal pro-

perty of fuch perion to the utmoft fum, he believes,

in his confcience, the {ame may be worth 1n ready

money, and fhall certify to the Commuiffioners the fum

{0 valued, and alfo the refufal or negleét ; and the {aid and the tas
Commiffieners fhall -double the affefliment of fuch doubled:
perfon, and the fame fhall be collected as the public
affeflment : And if any perfon fhall give in-a partial Penalty for giva
account of his or her real and perfonal property, un- 1% 2 ptia
der his or her care and management, or of the pro- |
perty 1n his or her poflfeflion, with intent that the

payment of the aflfefiment or rate on any property

omitted, may be avoided, fuch perfon fhall forfeit

the value of the property fo omitted, 1if perfonal, and

~1f real, Forty Dollars, to be recovered and applied as

is herein before directed. (¢}

SEcT. 11. And be it enafled, That the Commif- Metting of the
fioners (hall meet, at the place where the eourts of Aleor
jultice are ufually held in their refpeétive counties,
on the laft Tuelday of September next, and onthe
laft Tueflday of September in cvery {ucceeding year,
and as often after as fhall be neceflary ; and the Al-
i?ﬁ'ors of the feveral hundreds for each county relpec-
tively, fhall, at the time and place aforefaid, appear

before

{¢] This and the five preceding leQtions have reference (o {e®ts §, of chipjrea,
2o-and to feétls, 10, 11, 0f rhaP, 18:;_ a,
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CHAP. before the Commiffioners ; and at their appearance,
2~ the faid Commiffioners thall openly read, or caufe to
1796.  be read, fuch parts of this act as relate to their duty,

CommiGoners  aNd {hall advife them in what manner to make their
frall advifethem affefIlments, and 1n what form to return the certificates
li::ifi;f:f:n thereof, and how to perform the f{everal duties re-
duty. quired of them by this a&, according to the true
When their vo- meaning thereof ; and the faid Affeflors {hall appear
bnacs 1o ¢ again before the {aid Commiffioners on the firft Tue(-
day of December next, {d) and on the firft Tuefday
in December in every fucceeding year, (¢) and bring,
in writing, their {everal valuations of real and per-

{onal property in their refpeétive hundreds.
Affeflors refufing SECT., 12. And be 1t eﬂaé?ed, That if any'A{feﬁ'or
;';If‘;‘:;: 4ot fhall make default, and not appear at the time and
place aforefaid, or on his appearance fhall refufe to
{erve, not having 1n the judgment of the faid Com-
miflioners a reafonable excufe, he {hall forfeit and pay
Twenty Dollars ; and if any Afleflfor fhall neglet to
- return to the faild Commiffioners, certificates of the
valuation of the real and perfonal property in his
hundred, agreeably to the diretions of this a&, he
fhall, for every fuch default, negle®, or refufal, for-
feir Sixty Dollars, to be recovered and applied as is
Vacancles how  DETE1N before diredted ; and if any Afleflor fhall not
fupplied. appear at the time appointed, or fhall appear and re-
tufe to {erve, the {aid Commiffioners, or a majority
of them, {hall appoint, by warrant under their hands
and {eals, fome other perfon, qualified as an Affeffor,
in the place of the perfon {o making default, or re-
fufing to ferve ; and if fuch perfon al{fo makes default,
or refufes to a&, he {hall be liable to the like for-
ferture, and they may proceed to a new appointment
in like manner, and as often as neceflary, until the
vacancy be fupplied ; and if any Affeffor fhall die,

or

{d ) This time extended in chap. 119, ¢. {e&. 1, paffed Nov, 17, 1796, to the
firlt Tuefday in January then mext— and after in chap. 125. c. fet. g, paffed Jan.
9, 1797, further extended to the fuft Tuefday in February, with a power to the
Commiflioners to adjaurn from time to time, if necetfury, until the Jaft Tuefdayin

February then next.

{¢] By chap, 125. c. feQ. 3, the future annual meetinge after the prefent year,
to be had by the Commiflioners of the tax for this purpofe are to be op the firlt Tutl.
da;' in Jangary., -
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or be rendered incapable to adt, ,befgrc he Iha'.II have %{g‘,ﬁf—
fully completed his valuation, the {aild Commiffioners ~~o
(hall, in like manner, appoint fome perfon, quahfied  79%
as an Affeflfor, in the place of the perfon fo dead, or

rendered incapable of ferving ; and fuch warrant fhall

be immediately thereafter fent to the faid perfon,

who fhall be obliged to ferve, under the like for-

feiture. (f)

SECT. 1 3 And 5&' it €?Iﬂﬁ€d, Thﬂ.t lf any perfon, _Pcrfnns remOve
who ought to be affefled by virtue of this act for any T
perfonal property, thall by removing his or her effects how proceeded
from the county where they ought to have been va- >
lued, or by any other fraud or device, elcape and not
be taxed, and the fame be proved before any Com-
miffioner, or Juftice of the Peace, of the county
where the perfon refides, at any time within one year
next after his property ought to have been valued,
every fuch perfon thall be charged in the county where
he or the is found, upon proof thereof, double the
valuc of the fum he or fhe ought to have been rated
at by this a& ; and the fame fhall be colleted from
tuch perfon, as 1n other cafes, in the county where he
or fhe fhall be found ; and if any perfon fhall remove
his or her property for the purpofe aforefaid, and the
{ame thall thereby, or by any other fraud or device,
efcape being aflefled, fuch perfon fhall forfeit Thir-
ty Dollars, to be fued for and applied as is herein be-
fore directed.

SECT. 14. And be it enafled, That as foon as the Commitioners
{aid Affeflors-fhall have returned to the Commiffion- to mect and dif-
ers the valuation of the land and perfonal property jarons,
aforefaid, the faid Commiffioners fhall advertife, in
two places at leaft in each hundred, of the time and
place of their meeting for the purpofe of thewing their
valuations to all perfons concerned, at leaft ten days
before the time of meeting ; and when the owner of
any real or perfonal property does not refide in the
county, 1n which the faid property may be, the Com-
miflioners fhall caufe a certificate, under the hand of

their

qff/ This fedt, hath reference to fe@, 2. of chep. 103. 3, and to [e&, 6, of chap.

;H?. a.
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ngvﬂﬁf' their Clerk, of the {aid valuation, to be made, and
o~~~ the fame fhall dire, under cover, to the owner of
1795 {uch property, in the fame manner as letters are ufu-
Power tohear  ally direCted and forwarded ; and the faid Commif-
:2;:;‘;;;‘““ fioners fhall hear and determine the complaints of any
perfon or perfons that may be aggrieved, and fhall
generally arrange the faid valuations, fo that no per-
fon or perfons may be unequally or over rated : Pro-
Provifo, vided always, That no perfon or perfons’fhall be pre-
vented from appealing to the Levy Court and Court
of Appeals of his or their refpective county, as here-

tofore. ()
Shill laythe re-  OECT. 15. And be it enafled, That the faid Com-
guras of the A miffioners of the refpective counties fhall return to the
cartof Ap-  Levy Court and Court of Appeals of their county re-
peals. fpectively, at their places and times of meeting in
each county, refpetively, for the purpofe of hearing
appeals, the returns of the valuation of the Afleflors,

and the lift of the names of the perfons {o affefled,

and the fum which he or fhe may be valued at refpec-
tively. (b}
AfTeffors and SEcT. 16. And be it enalled, That the property of
Commiflioners, eqch Affeffor and Commiflioner fhall be valued by

how their pre-

perty fhallbe va- the Levy Court and Court of Appeals of lus county
lued, refpectively ; and in order to enable them to value
the fame, each Afleflor {hall make a {eparate hit of
the real and perfonal property, liable to affefliment by
virtue of this a&, belonging to a Commiffioner or
Commiffioners 1n his hundred, and return the fame
to the Levy Court and Court of Appeals of his county
refpetively ; and each Affeflor thall return a feparate
lit of his real and perfonal property as aforefaid, on
oath, to the faid Levy Court and Court of Appeals. (7}
Enjoined to st SECT. 17. And be it enafled, That the Commiflion-

e 21 ers and Affefors fhall, at the time appoinred for hear-
g

{¢/) This {e&. hath reference to fe@. 7, of chap. 102. 2.-—and by fe&. 3, of
chap, 123. . after fuch arrangement of valuations, and on or before the firft day of
February annually, the Clerk of the Peace in each county is to fet upand publifh in
the refpe@ive kundreds thereof lifts of the perfons and of their property {o valued,
with a notice of the day for holdirg the Court of Appeal.

{#) See after at note (s} for the time of holding the Court of Appeal.
i} Tois {e}, hath reference to {elt. g, of chap. 772, 1,
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ing appeals, and each and every of them, give their I A ™
daily attendance at the Levy Court and Court of Ap- w~~o
peals of his or their county refpectively, under the pe- 1796,
nalty of Twenty Dollars for every neglec or refufal,
to be recovered and applied as is herein before di-
rected. (k) S

SECT. 18. And be it enafled, That the Clerks of the Cleck of che
Peace in each county fhall attend the faid Commuffion- ;;f::‘; }i‘;ﬁ' 4n-
ers of the tax in his county, refpetively, as often as
they (hall meet, who (hall file 1n their offices, reipec-
tively, the returas of the valuauons of the Affeffors,
with their corrections by the faid Commiffioners, in’
a feparate place to be provided for that purpofe ; and
fhall generally do and perform the duties of a clerk
to the faid Commiffioners of his county refpetive-
ly. (1 |
} S{aé’r. 19, And be it enaled, That if any Clerk of penalty for ne
the Peace fhall neglect or refufe to do the duties en- 8
joined on him by this act, he fhall forfeit and pay,
for every fuch neglett of refufal, Twenty Dollars,

to be recovered and applied as is herein before di-
reCted. (m)

StcT. 20. And be it enafted, That the Commiffion- How perfons o

ers of the tax are authorifed to call before them, a]l mittedby the
Afleflors, may be

perfons who may be omitted by the Affeflors, or either rated, &.
of them, in their counties refpectively, and to de-

mand of them a ftatement of all their real and per-
fonal property liable to afleflment, and the real and
perfonal property of any other perfon or perfons in
their pofleffion, to be delivered to the Afleflor of the
hundred in which f{uch perfon may refide, for the
purpofe of valuation, who 1s hereby required to affefs
the fame in manner aforefaid, and deliver the fame to
the faid Commiffioners as is herein before dire&ted ;
and 1n cafe of negleét or refufal, the perfon or per-

{ons

[ &) See chap. 122, c. fect. 2, a fimilar provifion as to attendance at Levy Court
31::! Cfaurt of Appeal, and the like penakty for negle thereof ; but made recoverable
by inditment in the feflions, and to be applied to the ufe of the fate.

{1) See the preceding note /g/ for the fpecial duty affigned (o the Clerk of the
Peace in chap, 125, ¢, e, 3, and fee alfo fect. 5, there.

(m) By chap. 125. c. fe@. 3, the penalty there preferibed for negledt of duty
ravadle to the Teeafurer for the ufe of the ftate to be recovered by indi¢tment in the

1l
{3
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C A P fons {o negleCing or fefuﬁng, {hall be lable to the

Xcvit, . : . :
s~~~ like forfeitures as herein particularly fet forth ; ang

1796 the faid Affeffor fhall proceed as herein before d;-
. tected. () ,

Two Conftables OECT. 21. And be it enafled, That the Court of
:‘:l::;{’;“;:;“ Common Pleas, at the firft term to be holden after
tend the Com. _the month of February next, in the refpective coun-
minoners, and “ries, fhall appoint two Conftables in each county in
e ¥ Lourt. * . .
the ftate, for the purpofe of attending on the faid
Commiffioners, and the Commiffioners of the Levy

Court and Court of Appeals of their county refpec-

tively, when fitting for the tranfation of bufinefs

Penalty foraon and If any Conftable or Conftables, {o to be appoint-
Sinans o ed, fhall negle& or refufe to appear, or when befors
~the {aid Commiffioners, or the Levy Court and Court

of Appeals, fhall neglect or refufe to obey the orders

of the faid Commiffioners, or the faid Levy Court

and Court of Appeals, he fhall, for every fuch ne-

gle@t or refufal, be fined in any fum not exceeding

Twenty Dollars ; which fine the Sheriff of the county

fhall, within thirty days, levy and pay to the Trea-

{urer of the county, to and for the ule of the county:

And the faid Court of Common' Pleds are hereby
impowered and required, in every f{ucceeding year,

and at the firft term which may be holden after the

month of February, to appoint two Conftables, 1n

each of the counties, for the purpofes aforefaid. (o)
Power to fum.  DECT. 22.. And be it enafied, That the {aid Com-

mon witnefiet. - myflioners of the tax, and of the Levy Court and

Court of Appeals, fhall have full power and autho-
rity to {ummon and compel the attendance of wit-
nefles, who may by them, or either of them, be thought
neceflary to give information relative to their duty re-
{pectively. 1

Compenfationto  SgcT. 29. And be it enafled, Thar the {aid Afleflors,

ﬂfnfnfﬂt{frfzf;,, Commiffioners of the tax, the Clerk of the Peace,

xe. and the Conftables attendant thereon, fhall be allowed
for their trouble and expenfe, in difcharging the du-

ties of their refpective offices, a reafonable but ade-
quate

(n) This {c€, hath reference to {e&, 8, of chap, 102. 2

[#) Sce alfo chap, 125, ¢, fe&, §, a fusther injunlion for attendance.
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gquate compenfation, to be adjudged to them by the CHAP.
CVilL;

Commiffioners of the Levy Court and Court of Ap- 2-'0,
peals, as is ufual in other cales; and the witnefles, 1.
which may be fummoned, {hall be allowed the {fame aitowance
fees, for each day’s attendance, that witnefles attend- witneffes.
ing, upon fummons, 1n the Court of Common Pleas

are allowed, to be paid by the county if fummoned

at the inftance of the Commiffioners of the tax, or

of the Levy Court and Court of Appeals, or other-

wife by him, her, or them who require their atten-

dance. (p) -

SecT. 24. And be it enadled, That the Clerk of the y .
Peace of each county, thall make out a fair and cof- property in exch
re¢t account of the valuation of each perfon’s real g2 00¢
property, and of each perfon’s perfonal property, in the Houfe of
his county refpectively, as finally eftablithed by the N°Peen@tire:
Commiffioners of the Levy Court and Court of Ap-
peals, and tranfmit the fame to the Speaker of the
Houfe of Reprefentatives, within fifteen days after
the {ame fhall be eftablifhed, who fhall lay the fame
before the Houle of Reprefentatives for the infpection
of the Members. | '

SecT. 2. And whereas, fome owners of land may p .. .
not refide in the {ame county where fuch land lies, or curing the pay-
may be under the age of twenty-one years: Be it enaél- o 0 € 2%
¢d, That the tenant, or other perfons refiding on, or isan abfentes or
having the care of fuch lands, their goods and chat- **
tels, and the goods and chattels of the landlord, if there
found, on refufal or negleét to pay, fhall be liable to be
diftrained for the payment of the tax ; and in cafe the
tatd tenant, or other perfon having the care thereof, thall
pay, or therr goods be diftrained for the fame, if (hall
and may be lawful to and for the faid tenant, to deduét.
the tax fo paid out of the rent agreed for, or for the
tenant, or perfon having the care of the faid lands, -
to recover the fame from the owner thereof, by action
or {ult, 1n any court where the fame may be ‘cogniz-
able, together with the cofts of fuit; and all parents,
guardians, or truftees, making payment as afore(aid,
thall be allowed the fums {o paid upon his, her, or

Vor. IL 4 N their

(p] This fe&. hath referance to fet, 14, of chap. 102, a—and to fe@, 13, of
chap. 187, a-—as alfo to chap. 27, ¢, fe@. a8, for the fees, |
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cH AP fons fo negleing or refufing, thall be liable to the
v~~~ like forfeicures as herein particularly fet forth ; and
1798 the faid Affeffor fhall proceed as herein before di-

. relted. (u) .
Two Conftables OECT. 21. And be it enalled, That the Court of

to be appointed (C
ol t 2t Common Pleas, at the firlt term to be holden after

tend the Com _the month of February next, in the refpective coun-
EL‘HE‘:;;’&E?t ties, (hall appoint two Conftables in each county in
the ftate, for the purpofe of attending on the faid
Commuiffioners, and the Commiffioners of the Levy
Court and Court of Appeals of their county relpec-
tively, when fitting for the tranfaction of bufinefs ;
Penalty foraon and if any Conftable or Conftables, {o to be appoint-
Siraacs of - ed, fhall neglet or refufe to appear, or when befors
" the faid Commiffioners, or the Levy Court and Court
of Appeals, fhall neglect or refufe to obey the orders
of the faid Commifhioners, or the {aid Levy Court
and Court of Appeals, he fhall, for every fuch ne-
ole& or refufal, be fined 1n any fum not exceeding
Twenty Dollars ; which fine the Shenff of the county
fhall, within thirty days, levy and pay to the Trea-
furer of the county, to and for the ufe of the county:
And the faid Court of Common Pleas are hereby
impowered and required, in every fucceeding year,
and at the firt term which may be holden after the
month of February, to appoint two Conftables, 1
each of the counties, for the purpofes aforefaid. (o
Power to fum.  SECT. 22.. And b il enalted, That the faid Com-
mon vitnefiet. - miffioners of the tax, and of the Levy Court and
Court of Appeals, fhall have full power and autho-
rity to {ummon and compel the attendance of wit-
neffes, who may by them, or either of them, be thought
neceflary to give information relative to their duty re-

{pectively. '
Compeofationto  SECT. 23. Aid be it enafled, That the faid Affeflors,
o .. Commiffioners of the tax, the Clerk of the Peace,
&e. and the Conflables attendant thereon, thall be allowed
for their trouble and expenfe, in difcharging the du-

ties of their refpetive offices, a reafonable but ade:
quate

{n) This {c&. hath reference to fe&, 8, of chap, 102, 3,

{¢] See alfo chap, 125, ¢, fe&t, §y a fusther injun@ion for attendance,
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guate compenfation, to be adjudged to them by the CHAP.
CViil

Commiffioners of the Levy Court and Court of Ap-
eals, as is ufual in other cafes; and the witnefles,  ry4s.

which may be fummoned, fhall be allowed the {fame aitowance
fees, for each day’s attendance, that witneffes attend- witnefles.
ing, upon {ummons, in the Court of Common Pleas
are allowed, to be paid by the county if fummoned
at the inftance of the Commiffioners of the rax, or
of the Levy Court and Court of Appeals, or other-
wife by him, her, or them who require their atten-
dance. (p) o
SECT. 24. And be it enatled, That the Clerk of the y, .

Peace of each county, fhall make out a fair and cor- property in each
county, to be

rect account of the valuation of each perfon’s real 0>
property, and of each perfon’s perfonal property, in the Houfe of
his county refpectively, as finally eftablifhed by the “erefenwtives
Commiffioners of the Levy Court and Court of Ap-
peals, and tranfmit the-fame to the Speaker of the
Houfe of Reprefentatives, within fifteen days after
the fame fhall be eftablifhed, who fhall lay the fame
before the Houfe of Reprefentatives for the infpeétion
of the Members, | *

Sect. 25. And whereas, fome owners of land may ;.. . .

not refide 1n the {ame county where fuch land lies, or curing the pay-
ment of the'tax,

may be under the age of twenty-one years: Beit enalf- g5 @5
¢dy, That the tenant, or other perfons refiding en, or isan abfentee or
having the care of fuch lands, their goods and chat- iefaat.

tels, and the goods and chattels of the landlord, if there

found, on refufal or neglect to pay, fhall be liable to be

diftrained for the payment of the tax ; and in cafe the

lad tenant, or other perfon having the care thereof, (hall

pay, or their goods be diftrained for the fame, i fhall

and may be lawful to and for the faid tenant, toc dedu& .

the tax {o paid out of the rent agreed for, or for the

tenant, or per{fon having the care of the faid lands, -

to recover the fame from the owner thereof, by action

or fuit, 1n any court where the fame may be ‘cogniz-

able, together with the cofts of fuit; and all parents,

guardians, or truftees, making payment as atore(aid,

thall be allowed the fums fo paid upon his, her, or

Vor. II. 4 N their

(#) This fe&. hath reference to fc&. 14, of chap. 102, a—and to fe@t. 13, of
chap, 187, a—as alfo to chaps 27, ¢, fe&. a8, forthe fees,
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c u A b, thewr accounts: Provided, 'That nothing in this a¢
XCVIL - fhall alter any contraét made, or to be made, between
1796, landlord and tenant. (g)
I nbat cafee | OECT. 260 And be it enafled, That, 1in all cafes,
umber, &. may where the Collector of the tax can find no effects up-
veeidlorthe - on the lands, belonging to the party chargeable with
the afleflment, or of his tenant, or perfon having the
care thereof, {ufficient to pay the fame, 1f diftrained,
and the rate cannot be otherwife recovered, by reafon
of non refidence, 1nfancy, or otherwife, 1t fhall and
may be lawful for the Collector, with the approbation
of the Court of Common Pleas, after thirty days pub-
lic notice, by at leaft five advertifements in different
parts of the county, one of which f{hall be 1n the hun.
dred where the land lies, to fell as much of the tim-
ber or grafs growing thereon, or in cafe there be not
timber or grafs fufficient to pay the {aid rate, as much
of the faid land, as will pay the f{aid rate or aflefiment,
at the difcretion of the {aid court ; and any fale {o
made, fhall convey to the purchaler a good and {uf-
ficient title, fubje@ neverthelefs to fuch incumbrances
as the faid property was bound by before the fale
thereof. (g}

Caunty Trea- Sect. 27. And be it enafled, That the relpedive
peswghe  County Trealurers for the timie being, or any others
' to be cholen, before they enter upon their refpective
offices, (hall give bond, with one or more {ufficient
{ureties, to be taken 1n the name of the State of De-
laware, and approved of by the Commiffioners of the
Levy Court and Court of Appeals, in the fum of Six
Thoufand Dollars, conditioned for the due and faith-
ful execution of their refpective offices, under the

Jaws and cuftoms of the ftate. (¥)
When the Lery  SECT. 28. Aud be it enadled, That the Commiffion-
g";‘:f:;?c:;:_“ evs of the Levy Court and Court of Appeals thall
meet on the firft Tuelday in January next, and oo
the firft Tuefday in January in every {ucceeding year,
in each county refpeétively, for the purpofe of receiv-

| 1ng

{7) The provifions in thefe two {efls. 25, 26, are cxtended in chap. 155‘ . fell,
v, 1o ail county, poor, yoad, and ttaie taze..

e ) This fect, kath rafzrence to fofh, 12, of chap. 102, 3, and tochap. 137+ %
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ing the returns of the valuations of the Affeffors, and ¢ u a ».
affefliments made by the faid Affeflors and Commiffion-  X*V11-
ers of the tax, to be by them returned, agrecably tothe 6.
directions of this a& ; and for the purpofe ofy reme-

dying the complaints of all and every perfon or perfons

who may be unequally or over rated, according to the |
diretions of the aét of Affembly of this ftate, inti- ¥
tled, 4n aét for raifing county rates and levies. (s)

SEcT. 29. And be it enafed, That every Afleflor or
Commiflioner to be appointed by virtue of this a&,
thall, before he atts as fuch, take the following oath
or affirmation, fo wit, ,* _

I A. B. do fwear, or [olemnly, fincerely, and truly de--Outhof Afieffors
clare and affirm, that as (Commiffoner of the tay or 2o -ommils
Affeffor, as the cafe may be, for conuty, et

bundred, as the cafe may be) 1 <will to the
beft of my Jkill and judgment, execute the duties of the faid
offce diligently and faithfully, according to the direflions of
the aét for the valugtion of real and perfonal property with-
in ts flate y and that T will [pare no perfon for favour,
affeltion, or partiality, or grieve any one for batred or ilf
will 5 and that I will do equal right and jyflice, according
to the beft of my knowledge, in every cafe in which I fhall
at as Gommiffioner or Affeffor = So belp me God. "

Which qualification thall be adminiftered by fome By whom agmi.
Judge or Juftice of the Peace of this ftate, to each ™fered:
of the faid Commiflioners of the tax; but the quali-
tcation of an Afleffor fhall be adminiftered by one
of the Commiffioners of the tax for his county re-
ipetively. (1)

SECT. 30. And be it enafted, That if any {uit fhall Perfons fued
be brought againft any perfon or perfons for any thing e
done in purfuance of this act, the fuit fhall be com- |
menced within fix months ‘after the fa& committed ;
and the defendant or defendants in any {uit may plead
the gencral iffue, and give this at and the fpecial

matter

#*
LY

(s] This fe&. hath reference to feét. 8, of chap, 102. a. but fee chap. r25. ¢,
f:&._Z. that the meeting of this Court of Appeals is to be annually on the firft Tuef-
dayin March, except as to the prefent year 1797, Ipecially provxied for in latter
part of feft, 4, there,

(t) This e& hath refercnce to fe€k 2, of chap, 102.§2. aad felt. 6, of chap.

18?1 3.
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cu ap. matter 1n evidence, and that the fame was done ip
Xcvill.  purfuance, and by the authority of this a&t ; and if
“":;;;"’ 1t fhall appear {o to be done, or if any fuit fhall be
brought after the time limited, then the jury fhall find
and if, &c. mall for the defendant or defendants ; and if the plaintiff
recover trebe  fhall become non fuited, or fuffer a difcontinuance,
' or if a verdiét fhall pafs, or upon demurrer judgment
{hall be given, againft him, the defendant or defen-
dants fhall recover treble cofts, and have a judgment

and execution for the fame. .
Partsof former SECT. 31. And be 1t ‘E}Idﬂﬁ’d, T hat {o much Of an
sterepealed: 2k of Aflembly of this ftate, intitled, An aéf for raif-
ing county rates and Jeviesy and of one other alt of Af-
{embly of this ftate, intitled, 4n ait direciing the choice

of Infpectors and Affeffors in this goverument, and for the
amendment of an aét, intitled, Au aét for raifing county
rates and levies, as are hereby altered or {upplied, or
may be inconfiftent with the tenor, true intent, and
meaning of thisact, be, and the fame are hereby de-
clared to be, repealed. (x)
Ofapefonl  SECT. 32. Aud be it enafled, That every freeman a-
fax. bove the age of twenty-one years, fhall be rated, in
addition to his afleflment, a perfonal tax for a capital
not exceeding Two Hundred Pounds, nor lefs than
Fifty Pounds, at the difcretion of the Affeffors; and
Levy Courtmay the Commuflioners of the Levy Court and Court of
oy 2 Appeals may, at their difcretion, order any perfon's

{fon’s name off

delesylit.  name to be flruck off the levy lift, that fhall requeft

it. {w)
Pafled February 9, 1796,

CHAP.

{1) ¥or which fee faid chaps. 102. a.and 18y. a—angd the refpe&ive referentes
thereto, as fet down at the preceding {es. of this aét.

1) This fe. hath reference to fe@. 5, of chap, 102, a. and to fe&. 11,0f
chap. 187. a.—But fee chap. tag. c. {ef. 8, an extenfion of the above fum of Tho

. Hundred Pounds to the fum of One Theufand 'ounds,



