T H E

VOTES and PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

FreeHoLDERS and other INHABITANTS
OF THE

Town of BosToN, A1

In Town Meeting aflembled,

ACCoRDING To Law.,

L Publsfbed by Order of the Town.}

To which is prefixed, as Introda&lory,

An attefted C;pr of a Vote of the Tows
at a preceeding Meeting.

B O S T O N:

PriNTED By EDES aNp GILL, 1n QUEEN-STREET,
AND T, aNnp J: FLEET, IN CORNHILL,

L
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At a Meeting of the Freeboldersand other
Inbabitants of the Town of Bofton, duly
warned, and legally affembled, 1w Fanenil-

Hall, an Wednefday the 28th of O&ober,
1792 ; and from thence continued by Ad-

journments to Monday the 2d of November
Sfollow:ng. M

It was moved,

THAT a Committee of Correfpondence be

appointed, to confift of Twenty-one Per-
fons, *“to ftate the Rights of the Colonifts, and
of this Province in particular, as Men, as Chrif-
tians, and as Subjeé&s, ; to Communicate and
Publith the fame to the feveral Towns in this
Province, and to the World, as the Senfe of
this Town, with the Infringements and Viola-
tions thereof that have been, or from Time

to Time may be made; al{lo requefting of
cach Town a free Communication of their

Sentiments on this Subjed.”
Whercupon
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Whereupon the following Gentlemen were
nominated and appointed for the Purpofes
aforefaid, to make Report to the Town as foon
as may be, viz. The Hon. Fames Otis, Elq;
Mr. Samuel Adams, Dr. Jofeph Warren, Dr.
Benjamin Church, Mr. William Dennie, Mr.
William Greenleaf, Tofeph Greenleaf, Efq; Dr.
Thomas Young, Mr. William Powell, Mr. Na-
thaniel Appleton, Mr.Oliver Wendell, Mr. Jobn
Sweetfer, Jorab Luincy, Elq; Capt. 7aanmd-
ford, Richard Boynton, Elq; Captain W:illiam
Mackay, Major Nathaniel Barber, Deacon
Caleb Dauis, Mr Alexander Hill, Mt W zllzam
Molineux, and Mr. Robert Tzerpom

A true Copy,

Attefl.

WirLiaM CooPER, Town-Clerk,




At a Meeting of the Freeholders and other

Inbabitants of .the Town of BosToN, duly
warned and affembled 1 Faneuil- Hall accord-
ing to Law,on Friday the 20th of November,
1772 ; then and there to receive and alt
upon the Report of a Commuttee appointed at
a former Meeting on the 2d of the fame
Month, and fuch other Things as might pro-
perly come under the Confideration of the
Town.

TheHonorable JOHN HANCOCK,E /9
Bez';zg unaﬂimouﬂy cboﬁﬂ Moderator,

The Chairman of faid Committee acquaint-
ed him that he was ready to make Re-
port, and read the fame as follows.

HE Committee appointed by the Town
the fecond Inftant “ to ftate the Rights

of the Colonifts and of this Province in
particular, as Men, as Chriftians, and as

Subjells ; to communicate and publifh the fame
B 1o
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to the feveral Towns in this Province and to
the World, as the Senfe of this Town, with
the Infringements and Violations thercof that
have been, or from Time to Time may
be made. Alfo requefting of each Towna free
Communication of their Sentiments on. this
Subje&t,” beg Leave to report.

Firff, AState of the Rights of the Colonifts
and of this Province in particular.

Secondly, A Lift of the Infringements and
Violations of thofe Rights.

Thirdly, A Letter of Correfpondence with the
other Towns.

I. Natural Rights of the Colomfts as Men.

Among the natural Rights of the Colonifts
are thefe : Firft, a Right to L:fe ; fecondly, to
Liberty ; thirdly, to Property ; together with
the Right to {upport and defend them in the
beft Manner they can. Thefe are evidentBran-
ches of, rather than Deduétions from theDuty
of Self-Prefervation, commonly called the firft
Law of Nature. -

All Men have a Right to remain in a State
of Nature as long as they pleafe : And in Cafe
of intollerable Oppreflion, civil or religious, to
leave the Socicty they belong to, and enter in-
to another.

When
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When Men enter intoSaciety, it is. by vo-
luntary-‘Confent ; and they have 2 Right to
demand and infift upon the Performance of
fuch Conditions and previous Limitations as
form an cquitable original Compal3.

Every natural Right, rot expreﬂy; Egiven up,
or from the Nature of a focial Compaé& necel-
farily ceded, remains.

All pofitive and civil Laws, thould conform

as far as poffible, to the Law of naturalReafon
and Equity.

As neither Reafon requires, nor Religion
permits the contrary, every Man living in or
out of a State of civil Society, has aRight peace-

ably and quietly to worfhip Gop, according to
the Dictates of his Confcience.

“ Tuft and true Liberty, equal and impartial
Liberty” in Matters fpiritual and temporal, isa
Thing that all Men are clearly entitled to, by
the eternal and immutable Laws of Gop and
Nature, as well as by the Law of Nations, and

all well grounded municipal Laws, which muft
have their Foundation in the former.

In Regard to Religion, mutual Toleration in
the different Profeflions thereof, is what all.

good and candid Minds in all Ages have ever
practiced ; and both by Precept and Example

B 2 inculcated

>
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inculcated on Mankind : And it is now gene-
rally agrced among Chriftians, that this Spiric
of Toleration, in the fulleft Extent confiftent,
with the Being of Civil Society, “ is the chicf
chara&@eriftical Mark of the true Church.”* In-
fomuch that Mr. Lock has afferted, and proved
beyond the Poflibility of Contradi&ion on any
folid Ground, that fuch Toleration ought to
be extended to all whofe Doérines are notf{ub-
verfive of Society. The only Seés which he
thinks ought to be, and which byall wifeLaws
arc cxcluded from fuch Toleration, are thofe
who teach Doérines fubverfive of the civilGo-
vernment under which they live. The Roman
Catholicks or Papifts are excluded, by Reafon
of fuch Doftrines as thefe, * that Princes ex-
communicated may be depofed, and thofe they
call Hereticks may be deftroyed without Mer-
cy; befides their recognizing the Pope in foab-
folute aManner,in Subverfion of Government,
by introducing as far as poflible into the States,
under whofe Prote&ion they enjoy Life,Liberty
and Property, that Solecifm in Politicks, Inmpe-
rium in Imperiot, leading directly to the worft
Anarchy and Confufion, civil Difcord, War
and Bloodfhed. |

The natural Liberty of Man, by entering
into Society, is abridg’d or reftrain’d fo far
only

® S:e Leck™ Letters on Toleiation.,

+ A Govainmeart within a Gevernaent,
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only as is neceflary for the great End of Socie-
ty, the beft Good of the Whole.

In the State of Nature, every Man is, under
Gop, Judge, and fole Judge, of his own
Rights, and of the Injuries done him: By en-
tering into Society, he agrees to an Arbiter or
indifferent Judge between him and his Neigh-
bours ; but he no more renounces his original
Right, than by taking a Caufc out of the ordi-
nary Courfe of Law, and leaving the Decifion
to Referees or indifferent Arbitrators. In the
laft Cafe he muft pay the Referces for Time and
Trouble ; he fhould alfo be willing to pay his
juft Quota for the Support of Government,the
Law and the Conftitution ; the End of which
is to furnifh indifferent and impartial Judges in
all Cafes that may happen, whether civil, cecle-

fiaftical, marine or military.

““ The natural Liberty of Man. is to be free
from any fuperior Power on Earth, and not to
be under the Will or legiflative Authority of

Man ; but only to have the Law of Nature for
his Rule.”™

In the State of Nature, Men may, as the
Patriarchs did, cmploy hired Servants for the
Defence of their Lives, Libertics and Property ;
and they fhould pay them reafonable Wages.

Government

® 1ocks on Government,
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Government was inftituted for the Purpofes of
common Defence ;: and thofe who hold the
Reins of Government have an equitable natu-
ral Right to an honorable Support from the
fame Principle * that the Labourer is worthy
of his lec But then the fame Community
which they ferve, ought to bethe Affeflors of
their Pay : Governors have no Right to feck
and take what they pleafe ; by this, inftead of
being content with the Station afligned them,
that of honorable Servants of the Society, they
would foon become abfolute Maflers, Defpot:
and Tyrants. Hence as a private Man has a
Right to fay, what Wages he will give in his
private Affairs, {o has a ‘Community to deter-
mine what they will give and grant of their
Subftance, for the Adminiftration of publick
Affairs. And in both Cafes, more are ready
generally to offer their Service at the propofed

and ftipulated Price, than are able and willing
to perform their Duty.

In thort, it is the greateft Abfurdity to fup-
pofe it in the Power of one or any Number of
Men, at the entering into Society, to renounce
their eflential natural Rights, or the Means of
preferving thofe Rights ; when the grandEnd of
civil Government from_the very Nature of its
Inftitation, is for the Support, Prote&ion and
Defence of thofe very Rights : The principal
of which as is before oblerved, are Life, Liberty

and
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and Property. If Men through Fear, Fraud
dr Miftake, thould in Terms renounce or give
up any cflential natural Right, the cternal Law
of Reafon and the grand End of Society, would
abfolutely vacate fuch Renunciation ; the Right
‘to Freedom being the Gift of Gop ALMIGH-
TY, it is not in the Power of Man to aliecnate
this Gift,and voluntarily become a Slave.

II. The Rights of the Colonifis as Chriftians.

Thefe may be beft underftood by reading and
carefully ftudying the Inftitutes of the great
Lawgiver and Head of the Chrifhian Church :
which are to be found clearly written and pro-
mulgated in the New-Teflament.

By the A& of the Britifh Parliament com-
monly called the Toleration A&, every Sub-
je€t in England, exceptPapifts, &c. was reftored
to, and re-eftablithed in, his natural Right to
worfhip Gop according to the Dictates of his
own Confcience. And by the Charter of this
Province, it is granted, ordain’d and eftabli(h’d
(that is declared as an original Right) that there
fhall be Liberty of Confcience allow'd in the
Worfhip of Gob, to all Chriftians except Pa-
pifts, inhabiting, or which fhall inhabit or be
refident within faid Province or Territory.*
Magna Charrta itfelf is in Subftance but a con-

| ftrain’'d
® 8ce 1+ Wm. and Mary, -St. 2. C. 18. and Mafluchuferts
Charter.
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ftrain’d Declaration, or Proclamation and Pro-
mulgation, in the Name of King, Lords and
Commons, of the Senfe the latter had, of their
original, inherent, indefeazible naturalRights ;1
as alfo thofe of free Citizens equally perdura-
ble with the other. That great Author, that

great Jurift, and even that Court Writer Mr.
]ufhce Blackfione holds, that this Recognition
was juftly obtain'd of King John Sword in
Hand : And peradventure it muft be one

Day Sword in Hand again refcued and prefervd
from total Deftruétion and Oblivion.

1II. The Rights of the Colonifts as Subjeés.

A Commonwealth or State is aBody politick
or civil Society of Men, united together to pro-

mote their mutual Satety, and Profperity, by
Means of their Union.}

The abfolute Rights of Englifhmen, and all
Freemen in or out of civil Society, are princi-
paliy, pes fonal Security, perfonal Laberty and
private Property.

All Perfons born in the Britith American
Colonics, are, by the Laws of Gop and Nature,
and by the common Law of England, exclufive

of all Charters from the Crown, well entitled,
and

+ Iord Coke's Inft. Black%o01e’s Commentaries, V. 1. pa. 322,
the Biil of Rt g té and the A& ot Settlemeut.

1 See Lccke arnd Vatcl,
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and by A&s of the Britith Parliament are de-
clared to be entitled, to all the natural, effential,
inherent and infeperable Rights, Liberties and
Privileges of Subjecs born in Great-Britain, ot
within the Realm. Among thofeRights are the
following ; which no Man, or Body of Men,
confiftently with their own Rights as Men and
Citizens, or Members of Society, can for them-
{elves givé up, or take away from others.

Firf,* The firlt fundamental pofitive Law of
all Commonwealths or States, is the eftablifh-
ing the Legiflative Power: As the firft funda-
mental natural Law alfo, which is to govern
even the Legiflative Power itfelf, is the Prefer-
vation of the Society.”*

Secondly, The Legiflative has ho Right ta
abfoliite arbitrary Power over the Lives éng
FortunéE of the People: Nor can Motrtals af-
ume a Prerogative,not only too high for Men,
but for Angels ; and therefore teferv'd tor thé
Exercife of the Desty alone.

“The Legifttive ¢annot jultly affumeto idfelf
4 Power to rule by extempore arbitraryDecrees ;
but it is bound to fee that Juftice is difpenfed,
and thdr the Rights of the Subje@s be dé-
¢ided, by promulgiated, ftanding and known
C Laws,
. Locke on Government. Salus IBO]Bi:lli f&pre;a f.c; :ﬂoi

-
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Yaws, and authorized independent Judges :
that is, Independent as far as poflible,of Prince

and Feople. * There fhould be one Rule of
Jupice for Rich and ‘Poor ; for the Favourité
at Court, and the Countryman at the Plough.”

Thirdly, The Supreme Power cannot juftly
take from any Man, any Part of his Property
without his Confent, in Perfon or by his Re-
prefentative.

Thefe are fome of the firft Principles of na-
tural Law and Juftice, and the great Barriers of
all Free States, and of the Britith Conftitution
in particular. It is utterly irreconcileable to
thefe Principles, and to many other fundamen-
tal Maxims of the common Law, common
Senfe and Reafon, that a BritithHoufe of Com-
mons, {hould have a Right, at Pleafure, to
give and grant the Property of the Colonifts.
That thefe Colonifts arc well entitled to all
the cflenual Rights, Liberties and Privileges of
Men and Freemen, born in Britain, is manifeft,
not only from the Colony Charters in general,
but Aéts of the Britith Parliament. The Sta-
tute of the 13th of Geo. 2. c.7.naturalizes even

Foreigners after feven Years Refidence. The
Words of the Maflachufetts-Charter are thefe,

“ And further our Will and Plcafure is, and
we do hereby for Us, our Heirs dnd Succef-
fors, grant, cftablith and ordain, that all and

every
* Locae
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every of the Subje@s of Us, our Heirs and
Succeflors, which fhall go to and inhabit with-
in our faid Province or Territory and every of
their Children which fhall happen to be born .
there, or on the Scas in going thither, or re-
turning from thence, fhall have and enjoy, all
Libertieseand Immunities of free and natural
Subjedts within any of the Dominions of Us,
our Heirs and Succeflors, to all Intents, Con-
ftrucions and Purpofes whatfoever, as if they.
and every of them were born within this our
Recalm of England.” Now what Liberty can
there be, where Property is taken away without
Confent? Can it be faid with any Colour of
Truth and Juftice, that this Continent of three
Thoufand Miles in Length, and of a Breadth.
as yet unexplored, in which however, it is fup-
poled, there are five Millions of People, has the.
leaft Voice, Vote,or Influence 1n the Decifions
of the Britith Parliament ? Have they, all to-
gether, any more Right or Power to return a,
fingle Member to that Houfe of Commons,
who have, not inadvertently, but dcliberately,
aflumed a Power to difpofe of their Lives,* Li-
berties and Propertjes, than to. chufe an Empe-
ror of China! Had the Colonifts a Right ta
return Members to_the Britith Parliament, ig
would only be hurtful; as from their local Si-

tuation,

d Sl!; the Ak of the laft Seffion relating to the King's Docks
TardSi ) -
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toation and Circumftances, it is impofhible tiey
fhould be ever truly and properly reprefented
there. The Inhabitants of this Country, in all
Probability, in a few Years, will be more nu-
merous, than thefe of Great Britain and Ire-
Iand together : Yet it is abfurdly expetted, by
the Promoters of the prefent Meafures, that
thefe, with their Pofterity to all Gederations,
fhould be eafy, while their Property fhall be
difpofed of by a Houfe of Commons at Three
Thoufand Miles diftance from them ; and
who cannot be fqubfed to have the leaft Care
or Concern for their real Intereft : Who have
not only no natural Care for their Intereft,
but muft be iz ¢ffect bribed againft it ; as every
Burden they lay on the Colonifls is fo much
{aved or gain’d to themfelves. Hitherto many of
the Colonifts have been free from Quit Rents;
but if the Breath of a Britith Houfe of Com-
mons, can originate an A& for taking away
all our Money, our Lands will go next; or be
fubject to Rack Rents from haughty and re-
Jentlefs Landlords who will ride at eafe, while
we are trodden in the Dirt. The Colonifts
have been branded with the odious Names of
Traitors and Rebels only for complaining
of their Grievances : How long fuch Treat-

rnent will, or ought to be born, is fubmitted.

‘_/4
gy
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A Lift of Infringements and Violations
E cannot help thinking, that an Eny-

of Rights.
W meration of fome of the moft open In-

fringements of our Rights, will by every candid
Perfon be judged fufficient (o juftify whatever
Meafures have been already taken, or may be
thought ‘P::ro__ cr to be taken, in order to ohtain
a Redrefs ofP the Grievances under which we
labour. Among many others, we humbly con-
ceive, that the following will not fail to excite
the Attention of all who confider themfelves
interefted in the Happinefs and Freedom of
Mankind in general, and of this Continent 3nd
Province in particylar.

r

i1ft. The BritithParliament have affumed the
Powers of Legiflation for the Colonifts in all
Cafes whatfoever, without obtaining the Gon-
fent of the Inhabitants, which is ever effentially

neceflary to the rightful Eftablithment of fuch
a Legiflative. |

2dly. They have exerted that affumedPower,
in raifing a Revenue in the Colonies without
their Confent ; thereby depriving them of that
Right which every Man has to keep his own
. - | Earninos
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Earnings in his own Hands until he fhall, in
Perfon, or by his Reprefentative, think fit to
part with the Whole or any Portion of it.
This Infringement is the more extraordinary,
when we confider the laudable Care which the
Britith Houfe of . Commons have taken, to re-
ferve intirely and abfolutely to themfelves the
Powers of giving and granting Money. They
not only inlift on originating every Money Bill
1n their own Houlfe, butwill noteven allow the
Houfe of Lords to make an Amendment in
thefe Bills. So tenacious are they of this Privi-
lege, fo jealous of any Infringement of the
fole and abfolute Right the People have to
difpofe of their own Money. And what ren-
ders this Infringement the more grievous is,
that what of our Earnings {till remains in our
Hands is in a great meafure deprived of it’s
Value, {o long as the Britith Parliament con-
tinue to clairs and exercife this Power of taxing
us; for we cannot juftly call that our Property,
which others may, when they pleafe take away.
from us againlt our WillL

In this refpet we are treated with lefs De-
cency and Regard than the Romans fhewed
even to the Provinces which they had con-
quered. 7/hey only determined upan theSum,
which each fhould furnifh, and left every Pro-
vince to raife it in the Manner moft eafy and
convenizat to themlelves. |

| 3dly. A
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2dly. A Number of new Officers, unknown
in the Charter of this Province, have been
appointed to fuperintend this Reverue; whereas
by our Charter, the Great and Generil Court
or Aflembly of this Province, has the fole Right
of appointing all Civil Officers, excepiing only
fuch Officers, the ele&ioh and conftitition of
‘whom is, in faid Charter, exprefsly excepted ;
among whom thefe Officefs are not i'ngiu'dcd{

4thly. Thefe Officers aré by thelf Com-
miflions invefted with Powers altogether un-
conftitutional, and entirely deflri&ive to that
Sccurity which we have a right to ehjoy ; and
to the laft degree dangerous, not cnly tb our
property, but to our ltves: For the Commif-
fioners of his Majefty’s Cuftoins in  America;
or any three of them, ate by their Commif-
fion impowered, * by writing under their
hands and f{eals to conftitute and appoint infe-
rior Officers in all and fingular the Port within
the Limits of their Commififions.” Each of thefe
petty officers fo made is intrufted with Power
more abfolute and arbitrary than ought to be
Ibdged in the hands of any Man or Body of
Meh whatfoever ; forin the Commiflion afore-
mentioned, his Majefty gives ard grants unto
his faid Commiflioners, or any three of them,
and to-all and every the Collectors, Deputy-
Colle&ors, Minifters, Servants, and all other
Officers ferving & attending in all and every the

Pord:
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Poits & othier Places within the Limits of their
Commliﬁon, full Power and Authority, from
(ime to time, at their or any of their Wills and
Pleafures, as well by nght as by Day, to enter
and o on board any Ship, Boat, or other

el, riding, lying, of being wuhm, or com-
mg into, any Port, Harbour, Creek or Haven,
within theé fimits of theif Com iilfion ; and alfo
in thé ddy-time to go into any Hou{'c, Shop,
Cellar, or any other Place, where any Goods,
Wares or Merthandizes lie concealed, or are fi/~
peed to lie concealed, whereof the cuftoms and
other duties,have not bccn, or fhall hot be, duly
paid and trul fatisfied; anfwered of paid unto
the Collc&ors, Deputy-bollc&ors Minifters;
Servants, and other Officers refpectively, ot
otherwife agreed for ; and the faid Houfe;
Shop, Warchoufe, Cellar, and other Place to
fearch and {urvey, and all and evéry the Boxes,

Trunks, Chefts and Packs theti and there found
to break open.’

This our Houfes, and even our Bed-Charn-
bers, are expofed to be ranfacked, our Boxes,
Trunks and Chefts broke open, ravaged and

plundered, by Wretches,whom no prudentMan
wcu'd venture to employ even asmenialServants;

whenever they are pleafed to fay they ﬁg/jbeﬂ
there are in the Houfe, Wares, &c. for which

the Duties have not been pald Flagrant in-

fran-=s of the wanton exercife of this Pewer,
have
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have frequently hdppened in this 4nd  othet
{ecaport Towns. By this we are cut off from
that domeftic feeuriey which renders the Lives
of the moft unbappy in fome meafure agreeable,
Thefe Officers may upder color of Law and
the cloak of a general warrant, break through
the facred Rights of the Domcil, ranfack Mens
Houfes, deftroy their Seciirities, carry off their
Property, and with little Danger to themfelves
commit the moft horrid Murders.

- And we complain of it as a further Grie;
vance, that notwithflanding by the Charter of
this Province, the Governor and. the Great
and General Court or Affembly of this province
or Territory, for the time being, fhall have full
power and authority, from time to time, to
make, ordaip and eftablifh all manner of whole-
fome and redfonable Ldws, Orders, Statutes,
and Ordinances, Dire@ions dnd Inftru&ions,
and that if the fame fhall not within the term
of three jeirs, after prefcming the fame to his
Majefty in Pi‘i'vy Council be difallowed, they
ihail be apd continue in full force and cflet,
until the fgme (hall be repealed by the Great
@Qd Q¢dcral Aﬂ"cmb,]j ofp this p'rqviﬂcé: Yet
the Parliament of Great-Britain have rendered,
or atrempted to render, null gnd void, a2 Law
of this province, made dnd paffed iii the Reign
of his late Majelty George the Firft, intituled,
™ An At ftating the Fees of the Cuftom-Houfe

D Officers
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Officers within this province,” and by meer dint
of power, in violation of the Charter aforefaid,
cftablithed other and exorbitant Fees, for the
fame Officers ; anv Law, of the province, to the
contrary notwithftanding.

gthly. Fleets and Armies have been intro-
duced to fupport thefe unconftitutional Officers
in colle&®ing and managing this unconftitutional
Revenue ; and Troops have been quartered in
this Metropolis for tE-a*t' puipofe. Introducing
and quartering Standing Armies in a free
Country in times of Peace, without the con-
fent of the Feople either by themfelves or by
their Reprefentatives, is, and always has been
deemed, a violation of their Rights as Freemen;
and of the Charter or Compaét made between
the King of Great Britain and the People of
this Province, whercby all theRights of Britifh
Subjelts are confirmed to us.

6thly. The Revenue arifing from this Tax
unconflitutionally laid, and committed to the
man:zement of Perfons arbitrarily appointed
and fupported by an armed Force quartered in
a free City  has been in part applied 1o the
moft defirudtive purpofes. It is abfolutely ne-
cefary in a mix: Government, like that of this
Province, that a due proportion or balance of
Po*-r fhould be eftablithed among the feveral
Branches of the Legiflative. Our Anceftors
- reccived
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received from King William and Queen Mary a
Charter, by which it was underftood by both
‘Parties in the contrat, that {uch a proportion or
balance was fixed ; and thérefore every thing
which renders any one Branch of the Legiflative
more independent of theother two than it was
originally defigned, is analteration of the Con-
{titution as fettled by the Charter; and as it has
been, u‘?il the eftablifhment of this Revenue,
the conftant practice of the general Aflembly to
provide for the fupport of Government, fo it
is an eflential part of our Conftitution, as it is
a neceflary means of preferving an Equifibrium,
without which we cannot continue a free State.

In particularit has always been held, that the
dependence .of the Governar of this Province
upon the General Affembly for his fupport, was
ncceflary forthe prefervation of this Equulibrium ;
neverthelefs his Majefty has been pleafed to ap-
ply Fifteen Hundred Pounds Sterling annually,
out of the American Revenue, for the fup-
port of the Governor of this Province indepen-
dent of the Aflembly ; whereby theancient con-
ne&ion betwcen him and thisPeople is weaken-
ed, the Confidence in the Governor leflencd,
the Equilibrium deftyoyed, and the Conftitution
cflentially altered. |

And we look upon it highly probable, from
the beft intclligence we have been able to ob-
tain, that not only our Governor andLieutenant

Dz CGoverner,
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Governor, but the Judges of theSeperior Coust
of Judicature, as alfo the King's Attorney and
Solicitor General ate to receive their Support
ff?m this grievous tribute. This will, if accom-
Phﬂa’d, compleat our Skvery: For if Taxes are
to be raifed from us by the Parliament of Great
Britain without our confent, and the Men on
whafe opinions and deciftohs our Properties,
Libertics, and Lives,in 2 great meafurg depend,
receive theirSupport from the Revenues arifing
from thefe Taxes, we cannot, when we think
on thedepravity of mankind, avoid looking with
horror on the danger to which we are expoled !
The Britith Parliament have fhewn their wifdom
in making the Judges there as independent as
poflible both on the Prince and People, bath
for place and fuppart : But our Judges® hold
their commiffions only during pleafdre ; "the
granting them Salaries out of this Revenue is
rendering them dependent on the Crown for
their fupport.  ‘The King, upon his firft accel-
fion to the Throne, for giving the laft Hand to
the independency of the Judges in England,
not only upon himfelf but his fucceflors, by re-
commending and confenting to an At of Par-
fiament, by which the Judges are continued in
office, notwithftanding the  demife ol the
King, which vacates all other Commifhion,
was applauded by the whole Naiion. How
alarming therefore muft it be to the inhabieants
of this province,to find fowidca differencemade

S B between
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Betweeh the fubjects in Britain and "Amefica,
as the rendering the Judges here altogether de-
pendent oh the Crown for their fupport.

2thly. We find ourfelves greatly opprefled
by Inftruions fent to our Governor from the
Court of GreatBritain;whereby the firft branch
of our legiflature is made meerly a minifterial
Engine. And theProvince has already felt fuch
efleéts from thefe inftru&ions, as we think, juftly
intitle vs to fay,that they threaten an entire de-
ftru&ion of our Liberties; and muft {oon, if not
check’d, render every branch of our goyernment
. a ufclefs burthen upon the people. We fhall
point out fome of the alarming effe@s of thefe
inftru&tions which, have already taken place.

In confequence of inftru@ions, the Governdr
has cdlledand adjournedour General Aflemblies
to a place highly inconvenjent to the Members
and greatly difadvantageouns to theinterelt-of the
province, evenagainft hisowndeclared Intetition.

In confequence of inftructions, the Aflembly
hias- been prorogued from time 1o time, ‘when
the importint concerns of the Province re-
quired theit meeting.

- In obedience to inftruétions the Generalk
Aflembly was Anno 1768 diflolved by Gover-
nor Bernard, becaule they would not confent
to refcind the Refolution of a former Houfe, and
thereby facrifice theRights of their Conflituents.

o By
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-8By anInltru@ion, the honorable hisMajefty’s
Ceuncil are forbid to meet and tranfa@® matters
of publick cqncern as a council of advice to the
Governor, unlefs called by the Governor; and
if they fhould from a zcalous regard to the
Intereft of the province fo mectat any time, the
Governor isordered to negative them at thenext
Ele&tion of Counceilors. And although by the
Charter of this province the Great and General
Court have full power and authority to impofe
Taxes upon the Eftates and perfons of all and
cvery the proprietors and inhabitants of this
province, yet the Governor has been forbidden
to give his confent to an a& impofinga Tax for .
the neceflary fupport of government, unlefs fuch
per{ons as were pointed out in the faid inftruc-
tion, were exempted from paying their juft
proportion of faid Tax. |

His Excellency has alfo pleaded inftruétions
for giving up the provincial Fortrefs, Caftle
William, into the hands of Troops, over whom
he had declared he had no controul (and that
at a time when they were menacing the
{laughter of the inhabirants of the town, and
our ftreets were ftain’d with the blood which
they had barbaroufly fhed.) Thus our Go-
vernor, appointed and paid from Great-Britain
with Money forced from us, is made an in-
frument of totally pteventing, or at leaft of
rcadering futile, every attempt of the other
two
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two .branches of our - Legiflative in favour
of 2 difirefled and wronged people : And left
the complaints naturally occafioned by fuch
oppreflion fhould excite compaffion in thé
royal Breaft, and induce his Majefty feri<
oufly to fet about relieving us from the cruel
Bondage and Infults which we, his loyal Sub-
jeéts, have fo long fuffered, thic Governor is for-
bidden to confenit to the payment 6f an Agent
to reprefent our gtievances at the Court ofGteat
Britain, unlefs he, the Governor, confent to his
Eleion;and we very well know what the Man
mufl be to whofe appointment a Governor, in
{fuch circumftances, will confent.

While we dre mentioning the Infringe-
ments of the Rights of this Cdﬁony in particular
by means of Inftru&tions, we cannot help calling
to remembrance the late unexampled Sufpen-
fion of theLegiflative of a Sifter Colony, New-
Yurk, by force of an Inftruion, until they
thould comply with an arbitrary a& of the
Britith Parliament, for quartering Troops, de-
- figned, by military execution, to enforce the
raifing of a tribute.

8thly. The extending the power of theCourts
of Vice-Admiralty to {6 enormous a degree, as
deprives the people in the colonies, in a great
meafure, of their inclimable right to trials &y

Furies ;
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Jarigs ; which hds ever been juftly confidered
as the grand Bulwark and Security of Englifh
property.

This alone is fufficient to roufe qur jealoufy:
And we are again obliged to take natice of the
remarkable contraft, which the Britifh parlia-
ment have been pleafed to exhibit between thé
Sabje@s in Great-Britdin and the Colonies:.
In rhe fame Statute, by which they give up to
the decifion of one dependent interefted Judge
of Admiralty the eftates and properties of the
Colonifts, they exprefsiy guard the eftdtes and
properties of the People of Great-Britain ;
For all forfeitures and penalties inflited by
the ffatute of the fourth of George the third,
or any other A& of Parliament re%atii*c to the
Trade of the Colonies, may be fied for in any
Court of Admiralty in the Colonies; but all
PenaJtics and forfeitures which fhall be incurred.
in Great-Btitain, may be fued for in any of
his Majefty’s Courts of Record in Weftmintter,
or in the Court ot Exchequer in Scotland, re-
fpectively.  Thus our Birthrights are taken
from us: and that tod with every mark of in-
dignity, infult and contempt., We may be har-
ratfed and dragged from one part of the Con-
tinent to the other (which fome of our Bre-
thren here and in the country towns alrc_ad)’
have been) and finally be deprived of our whole
property,by the arvitrary determination of one
bizffed; capricious Judge of the Admiralty.

athly.
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- othly. The reftraining us from ereing
Slitting-Mills for manufa&uring out {ron the
natural produce ot thisCountry, is an Infringe-
ment of that Right with which God and ~Na-
ture have invefted us, to make ufe of our fkiil
and induftry in procuring the neceffarics and
conveniencics of Life. And we look upon the
Reftraint laid upon the Manufa&ure and Urai:f-
portation of Hats to bealtogether unrealonabic
and grievous. Although by the Charter all
Havens, Rivers, Ports, . Waters, &ec. are ex-
prefsly granted theInhabitants of the Province
and their Succeflors, to their only proper ufg
and behoof forever, yet the Britith Parliament
pafled an a&, wheteby they reftrain us from
carrying our Wool, the produce of our own
Farms, even over a Ferry ; whereby the Inha-
bitants have often been put to the expence of
carrying 2 Bag of Wool near an hundred miles
by land, when pafling over a River or Water
of one quarter of a mile, of which the province

are the abfolute proprictors, would have pre-
vented all that trouble.

1othly. The A& paffed in the laft Seffion
of the Britith Parliament, intituled, .4 AF
for the better preferving bis Majefty's Dock-
Yards, Magazines, Ships, Ammunition and
Stores, is, as we apprchend, a violent Infringe-
men of our Rights. By this A&, any one of
us may be taken from hisFamily, and carried to

Lk any -
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any part of Great-Britain, there to be tried,
whenever it fhall be pretended that he hasbeen
concerned in burning or otherwife deftroying
any Boat or Veflel, or any Materials for build-
ing, &c. any naval or viftualling Store, &c.
belonging to his Majefty. For by this A all
Perfons in the Realm, or in any of the Places
thereto belonging (under which Denomination
we know the Colonies are meant to be in-
cluded) may be indicted or tried either in any
County or Shirc within this Realm, in like
manner ard form as it the Offence had been
committed in faid County, as his Majefty and
his Succeflors may deem moft expedient. Thus
we are not only deprived of our grand Right
to Trial by cur Pecrs in the Vicimity, but any
perfon fufpeéted, or pretended to be {ufpeéted,
may be hurried to Great-Britain, to take his
Trial in any Courty the King or his Succeflors
fhall pleafe to dire@®; where, innocent or
guilty he is in great danger of being condenin-
¢d ; and whether condemned or acquitted,
he will probably be ruined by the Expence
attending the Trial, and his long Abfence from
his Famiiy and bLulinefs; and we have the
firongeft reafon to arprehend that we fhall foon
expericince the faial Effedts of this A&, as
about the Year 1:5%9, the Britith Parlia-
ment  palicd Refo'ves for wking up a
rumbcer of perions in the Colonies and carry-
ing them to Great-Eritain for trial, pretcndihng

tnat
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that they were authorifed fo to do,by a Statute
pafledin theReign of Henry theEighth.in which
they fay the Colonies were included,-although
the A& was paffed long before any-Colonies
were fettled, or even in contemplation.

11thly, As our Anceftors came over to this
Country that they might not only enjoy their
civil but their religious Rights, and particularly
dcfired to be freed from the Prelates, who in
thofe times cruelly perfecuted all who differed
in fentiment from the eftablithed Church ; we
cannot fee without concern, the various at-
tempts which have been made, and are¢ now
making, to eftablifh an American Epifcopate.
Our Epifcopal brethren of the Colonies do en-
joy, and rightfully ought ever to enjoy, the
free exercife of their Religion ; but as an
American Epifcopate is by no means eflential
to that free exercife of their Religion, we can-
not help fearing that they who are fo warmly
contending for fuch an Eftablifhment, have
Views altogether inconfiftent with the yniver/al
and peaceful enjoyment of our Chriftian privi-
leges ; And doing or attempting to do any
thing which has®ven the remoteft tendency ta
cadanger this Enjoyment, is juftly looked upon
a great Grievance, and al{o an Infringement of
our Rights; which is not barcly to exercife,but

peaccably and {ccurely to enjoy, that Libcerty
with which CHRIST hath made us frce.

k2 And
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And we are further of Opinion, that nd
Povrer onEarth can juftly give either temporal or
fpiritual Jurifdiction within thisProvince, except
the Great & General Court. 'We think there-
fore that every defign for eftatlithing theJurif
di¢tion of a Bifhop in this Province,is a defign
both againft our civil and religious Rights :
And we are well informed, that the mo:-e can-
did & judicious of our Brethren of theChurch
of England in this and the other Colonies,both
Clergy and Laity, conceive of the eftablifhing
an American Epifcopate both unneceflary and
unreafonable.

12thly. Another Grievance under which
we labour is, The frequent Alteration of the
Bounds of the Colonies by Decifions before
the King and Council, explanatory of former
Grants and Charters, This not only fubjeéts
Men to live under a Conftitution to which they
have not confented, which in itfelf is a great
Grievance ; but moreover under Color,that the
Right of Soil is affe€ted by fuch Declara-
tions, fome Governors, or Minifters, or both in
Conjunétion, have pretended o grant in Con-
fcquence of a Mandamus many Thoufands of
Acres of vacant and appropriated Lands near a
Century paft, and rendered valuable by the
Labors of the prefent Cultivators and their
Anceftors.  There are very notable In-
{tances ot Setticrs, who having firft purchafed
the
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the Soil of the Natives, have at confiderable
Expence obtained Confirmations of Title-from.
this Province; and, on being transfer'd to the
arifdiction of theProvince of New-Hamp/bire,
l]uave been put. to the Trouble and Coft of a
mew Grant or Confirmation from therce:; and:
after all this,there has been a third Declaration
of the Royal Will, that they fhou'd thence-
forth be confidered as pertaining to the Pro-
vince of New-York. The Troubles, Expences
and Dangers which Hundreds have been put
to on fuch Occafions, cannot here be recited ;
but fo much may be faid, that they have been
moft cruelly harrafled,and even threatened with
a military Force,to dragoon them into a Com-
pltance with the moft unreafonable Demands.
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Sgeem—

—_-*———-_—“

A LETTER of Correfpondence, to the

other Towns.

BosToxN, November 20, 1772.

GENTLEMEN,

E, the Freeholders and other Inhabitants

of Bofton,in Town-Mecting duly aflem-
bled, according to Law, apprehending there is
abundant Reafon to be alarmed that thePlan of
De/fpotifm, which the Enemies of our invaluable
Rights have concerted, is rapidly haftening to
a completion, can no longer conceal our im-
patience under a conftant, unremitted, uniform
Aim to inflave us, or confide in an Adminiftra-
tion which threatens us with certain and ine-
vitable deftruétion. But, when in Addition to
the repeated Inroads made upon the Rights and
Liberties of the Colonifts, and of thofe in this
Province in particular, we refle® on the late
extraordinary Meafure in affixing Stipends, or

Salarics from the Crown to the Offices of the
Judges
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Judges of the Superior Court of Judicature,
making them not only intirely independent of
the People, whofe Lives and Fortunes are fo
much in theit Power; but abfolutely dependent
on the Crown, (which may hereafter be worn
by a Tyrant) both for their Appointment and
Support, we cannot but be extremely alarm’d
at the mifchievous Tendency of this Innovation;
which, in our Opinion is direétly contrary to
the Spirit of the Britith Conftitution, pregnant
with innumerableEvils,& hath a dire@Tenden-
cy to deprive us of every thing valuable asMen,
as Chriftians, and as Subje@s, entitled, by the
Royal Charter, to all the Rights, Liberties and
Privileges of native Britons. Such being the
critical State of this Province, we think it our
Duty on this truly diftrefling Occafion, to atk
you, What can withftand the Attacks of mere
Power ? What can preferve the Liberties of the
Subject, when the Barriers of the Conftitution
arc taken away ! The Town of Boffon, con-
ful:ing on the Matter abovementioned, thought
proper to make Application to the Governor
by a Committee ; requefting his Excellency to
communicate fuch Intelligence as he mighe
have received, relative to the Report of the
Judges having their Support independent of the
Grants of this Province, a Copy of which you
have herewith in Paper No. 1.* To which we
received as Anfwer the Paper No. 2.1 The
' Town
® Ses Appendix, Ne. 1. - 1 See Agprpexdix, No. a.
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Town on further Deliberation, thought it ad-
vifeable to refer the Matter to the Great and
C eneral Aflembly ; and accordingly in a fccond
Addrefs,as No. 3. T they requefted his Excel-
Jency that the General Court might convene
at the Time to which- they then ftood pro-
rocgued ; to which the Town received the Reply
as iIDN"* 4. § in which we are acquainted with
his Intentions further to ‘prorogue the General
Aflembly;which has fince taken Place. Thus,
Gentlemen, it is evident his Excellency declines
giving the leaft Satisfa&ion as to the Matter .in
Kequeft. "'The Affair being of public Concern-
ment, the Town of .B¢flon thought it neceflary
to confult with their Brethren throughout the
Province ; and for this Purpofe appointed a
Committee, to communicate with our Fellow
Sufferers, refpecting this recent Inftance of @p-
preflion, as well as the. many other Violations
ct cur Rights under which we have groaned
for feveral Years paft—This Committee have
tricfly recapitulated the {enfe we have of our
invaluable Rights as Men, as Chriftians, and as
Subjelts ; and wherein we conceive thofe
Rights to have been violated, which we are
dcfirous may be laid before yocur Town, that
the Subje&t may be weighed as its Importance
requires, and the colle&ted wifdom of the
whaole People, as far as poilible, be obtained,
~ con a deliberation of fuch greatand lafting mo-

ment
1+ See Appeniix, No. ;. § See Append x, No. 4.
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ment as to Involve in it the Fate of all our Po-
fterity.—Great Pains has been taken to pers
{wade the Britith Adminiftration to thmk, that
the good People of this Province in general
are quiet and undifturbed at the late Meafures ;
and that any Unealinefs that appears, arifes
only from a few fa&ious defigning and dif-
affeted Mcn. This renders it the mote necef-
fary, that the fenfe of thé¢ People fhould be
explicitly declared.—A frec Communication of
your 'Sentiments to this Town, of ouvr com-
mon Danger, is earneftly folicited and will be
gratefully received. If you concur with us
in Opinion, that ourRights are properly flated,
and that the feveral A&s of Parliament, and
Meafures of Adminiftration, pointed owt by us,
are {ubverfive of thefe Rights, you wiil doubt-
lefs think it of the utmoil Importance that we
ftand firm as one Man, to recover and fuppon
them ; and to take fuch Mcafures Ly dirc&ing
our Reprefentatives, or otherwife, as your V. i
dom and Fortitude fhall diftate, to refcue frer
impending Ruin our happy and gloricus Con-
ftitution.  But if it fhould be the gengral Voice
of thls Province, that the Rights, as we have
ftated them,do not belong to us ; or, that the
{everal Meafures of Acminiftration in the Britifh
Court, are no Violations of thefe Rights ; or,
that if they are thus violated or infringed, they
are not worth contandmg tor, or rcfb!mcly

mantatning ; fhould this be the general
I Voice
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Voice of the Province, we muft be refigned to
our wretched Fate ; but fhall forever lament
the Extinétion of that generous Ardor for
Civil and Religious Liberty, which in the Face
of every Danger, and even Death itfelf, induced
our Fathers, to forfake the Bofom of their
Native Country,and begin a Settlement on bare
Creaticn.—But we truft this cannot be the
Cafe : We are fure your Wifdom, vour Regard
to Yourfelves and the rifing Generation, can-
not {uffer you to doze, or fet {upinely indiffe-
rent, on the brink of Deftru&tion, while the
Iron Hand of Oppreffion is daily tearing the
the choiceft Fruit from the fair Tree of Li-
berty, planted by our worthy Predeceflors, at
the Expence of their Treafure, and abundantly
water'd with their Blood.—It is an obfervation
of an eminent Patriot, that a People long in-
ured to Hardfhips, loofe by Degrees the very
notions of Liberty ; they look upon them-
{elves, as Creatures at Mercy, and that all, Im-
pofitions laid on, by Superior Hands, are legal
and obligatory. But thank Hecaven this
is not yet verified in America! We have
yvet fome Share of public Virtue rematning :
We are not ‘afraid of Poverty, but difdain
Slavery.—The Fate of Nations is fo precarious,
and Revolutions in States {o often take Place at
an uncxpcted Moment, when the Hand of
Power, by Fraud or Flattery, has fecured every
Avenue of Retreat, and the Minds of the Sub-

ject
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je¢t debafed to its Purpofe, that it becomes
every Well-Wither to his Country, while it has
any Remains of Freedom, to keep an Eagle
Eye upon every Inovation and Stretch of Power,
in thofe that have the Rule over us. A recent
Inftance of this we have in the late Revolutions
in Sweden ; by which the Prince, once {ubject
to the Laws of the State, has been able of a
fudden, to declare himfelf an abfolute Monarch.
The Sweeds were once a free, martial and va-
liant People : ThcirMinds are now f{o dcbafed,
that they even rejoice at being fubjcét to. the
Caprice and arbitrary Power of a Tyrant, and
kifs theirChains. It makes us thudder to think,
the late Meafures of Adminiftraticn may be pro-
duétive of the like Cataftophe ; which Heaven
forbid ! L.et us confider Brethren, we are
{trugling for our beft 'Birth Rights and Inheri-
tance ; which being infringed, renders all our
Blellings precarious in their Enjoyments, and
confequently trifling in their Value. ILct us

difappoint the Men, who arc raifing themfelves
on the Ruin of thisCountry. Let us convince

every Invader of our Freedom, that we will

be as free as the Conflitution our Fathers re-
cognized, will jultify.

The foregoing Report avas tiwice read difiinflly, and
amended n the NMeeting. And then tbe Queftion awas

put, Whether the fume be accepted ? And payfed in the
Afirinative, Nem, Coun.

A truz Copy,
.1‘:;[;...;0.

WILLIAM CQOGPER, Town Clerk.
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Upon a Motion made, Vated, That the fore-
going Proceedings be attefted by the Town-
Clerk, and printed in a2 Pamphlet ;and that the
Committee be defired to difpofe of Six Hundred
Cories thereof to the Sele@tmen .of the Towns
m the Province, and fuch other Gentlemen as

they fhall thiok fit.

Voted, That the Town-Clerk be dire&ted to
fign the foregoing Letter, and forward as many
of the fame to the Seleétmen of each Town
in this Province, as the Committee fhall judge
proper, and direc.

A true Copy,

Attef.

Wirriaym Coorgr, Town-Clerk.

APPENDIX.
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The MESSAGE: of ,i}lle-Town _;0}' BOS TON
to the GOVERNOR. .

May it pleafe your Excellency, .

HE Frecholders and other Ighabitants

of the Town of Boffon,legally aflembled
in Faneuil-Hall, beg Leave to acquaint your
Excellency, that 2 Repert has prevailed, which
they have reafon to apprchend is well ground-
ted, that Stipends are aflixed to the Offices of
the Judges of the Superior Court of Judica-
ture, &c. of this Province, whereby they are
‘become Independent of the Grants of the Ge-
neral Affembly for their Support ; contrary to
ancient and invariable Ufage. This Report has
{pread an Alarm among all confiderate perfons
who have heard of it in Town and Country ;
being viewed, as tending rapidly to compleat
the Syftem of their Slavery ; which originatcd
in the Houfe of Cemmons of Great-Rritain,
affuming a Power and Authority, to give and
grant the Monics of the Colonifts without
their Confent, and againft their repeated Re-
monftrances.  And, as the Judges hold their

Places
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Places during Pleafure, this Eftablifhment ap-
pears big with fatal Evils, fo obvious that it is
needlefs to trefpafs on your Excellency’s Time
in mendoning them.

It is therefore the humble and earneft Re-
queft of the Town, that your Excellency would
be pleafed to inform them, Whether you have
received any {uch Advice, relating to a Matter
{fo decply interefting to the Inhabitants of this
Province, which gives you Aflurance that fuch
an Eftablithment has been, or is likely, to
be made. —

( No. IL. )

The GOVERNOR’s ANSWER to the
foregoing MESSAGE.

~ GENTLEMEN,
IT 15 by no Means proper for me to lay before
the Inbabitants of any Town whatfeever, in
Confequence of their Votes and Proceedingsin a
Tewn-Meeting, any Part of my Correfpondence
~as Governor of the Province, or to acquaint them:
wubether I have or have not receyved any
Advices relating to the public Affairs of the
Government. This Reafon alone, if your Ad-
drefs to me bad been in cther Refpects unexcep-
tisnable, wwould bave been fufficient to reflramm
e from compling with seur Delire. 1

weile
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I fball always be ready to gratify.tbe Inba-
bitants of the Town of Bolton, upon every regu-
lar Application to me on Bufinefs of public
Concernment to the Toivn, as far as I fhall

have it in my Power confiflent with Fidelity to
the Truft which bis Majefty bas repofed in sue.

T. HUTCHINSON.
Province-Houfe, 30 O&. 1772.

To the Inbabitants of the Town
of Bofton in Town-Meeting

affembled at Faneuil-Hall,

{

( No. III. )

The PETITION of the TOWN - to the
GOVERNOR. o

The PETITION of the Freeholders and other
Inhabitants of the Town of Boflon, legally
aflembled by Adjournment in Faneuil- Hall,
on Friday O&ober 30, 1772. ,.

Humbly [beweth,
HAT your Petitioners are ffill gready
alarmed at the Report which has been
prevalent of late, viz. That Stipends are affixed
to the Offices of the Judges of the Superior
Court of Judicature of this Province, by Order
of the Crown, for their Support.

Such an Eftablifhment is contrary, not only
to tane plain and obvious Senfc of the Charter
of this Province, but alfo to fomc of the. fun-

damentat
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damental Principles of the Common Law ;' to
the Benefit of which, all Britith Subjeéls, where-
ever difperfed throughout the Britith Empire,
are indubitably intitled.

Such a Jealoufy have the Subje@s of Eng-
land for their Rights, Liberties and Privileges,
and fo tender 2 Regard has bcen fhown to
them by his Majefty, that notwithftanding the
Provifion made at the Revolution, that the
Judges of the King’s Superior Courts of Law
there, fhould held their Commiffions, not at
Pleafure, but during good Behaviour, and fince
that Time for their Support, His Majclty,
among other the firlt A&ts of his Reign, was
gracioufly pleafed to recommend it to Parha-
ment, and an A& pafled, that their Commiflions
fhquld not ceafe at the Demife of the King ;
whereby every thing poflible in humanWifdom
fcems to have been done, to eftablifh an Im-
pardality in their Decifions, not only between
Subjet and Subie&, but between the Crown
and the Subje@.——Of how much greater
Importance muft it be to preferve from the
Jeaft fuppofeable Bias, the Judges of a Court,
invefted by the Laws of this Province, which
have been approved of by Majelty, with
Powers as fully and amply to all Intents and
Purpofes whatfoever, as the Courts of King's-
Bench, Common Pleas and Exchequer, within
his Majefty’s Kingdom of England have, or
cught to have?

Your
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Your Excellency will allow your Petitioners,
with due Submiffion to repeat, that this Efta-
blithment appears to them pregnant with fuch
fatal Evils, as that the moft diftant thought of
its taking Effe@, fills their Minds with Dread

“and Horror.

Thefe Sir, are the Sentiments and Appre-
henfions of this Metropolis : Exprefled how-
ever, with due Deflerence to the Sentiments of
the Province, with which your Petitioners are
anxioufly follicitous of being made acquainted.

It is therefore their earneft and humble
Requett, that yourExcellency would be pleafed
to allow the General Aflembly to meet at the
Time to which 1t now ftands prorogued ; in
order, that in that Conflitutional Body, with
whom it is to Inquire into Grievances and
Redrefs them, the joint Wifdom of the Pro-
vince may be employed, in deliberating and

determining on a Matter fo important and
alarming.

" ( No, IV, )
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( No. IV. )

The GOVERNOR's ANSWER to the
foregoing PETITION.

GENTLEMEN,

7" H E Royal Charter referves to the Governor
full Power and Authority, from time to

time, as be fhall gudge neceflary, to adjoury,
prorogue and diffotve the General Affembly.

In the Exerafe of this Power, both as to
Tme ond Place, I bave always been governed

by a Regardto bis Majefly's Service-and to the
Intereft of the Praovunce. -

It £id not appear to me necqﬁzry for {bﬂﬁ
Purpofes that the Affembly fhould meet at the
Time to which 1t now flands prorogued, and,
before I was informed of your Addrefs, 1 'had
determined to prarague it to a further Time.

The Reafons which you have advanced have
not altered my Opinion.

If, notwithflanding, in Complance with your
Petition, I fhould alter my Determination and
mect the /ﬁiﬂ’nzbfy, contrary 1o my own 7udg-
“ent, at fuch Time as yox judge neceffary, I
Sreuid, in Effel?, vield to you the Exercife of
that ‘Part of the Preregative, and [hould be
nnasle to jaftfy my Conduct to the K z'ng.Tb

L oere
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There would, moreover, be danger of encou-
raging the Inbabitants of the other Towns in the
‘Prouvince to affemble, frem time to time, in order
to confider of the Necelfity or Expediency of a
Seffiun of the General Affembly, or to debate and
tranfalt other Matters which the Law that
authorizes Towns to affemble does not make the

Bufinefs of a Town-Meeting.
T. HUTCHINSON.

Province-Houfe, Nov. 2. 1772.
To the Inbabitants of the Town
of Bofton in Town-Meeting
affembled at Faneuil-Hall.

This Reply having been read feveral Times
and duly confidered ; it was moved, and the

Queftion accordingly put—Whether the fame
be Satisfactory to the Town, which pafled in
the Negative, Nem. Con.

And thereupon RESOLVED as the Opinion
- of the Inhabitants of this Town, That they

have, ever had, and 6ught to have, a Right to
Petition the King or his Reprefentative for the
Redrefs of fuch Grievances as they feel, or for

preventing of fuch as they have Reafon to

apprehend ; and to Communicate their Senti-
ments to other Towns.

Attefl.
WiLLiam CooreR, Town-Clert.
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