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FOREWORD 

The people of Montana in November, 1970 voted 133,482 
to 71,643 to call a convention to revise the Montana Con-
stitution. 

In this area of constitutional change, all critical 
decisions must be made by the people. They approved 
calling the convention; they will elect the delegates; 
and the responsibility to approve or reject the proposals 
of the convention will finally rest with them. 

The Montana Cooperative Extension Service is pleased 
to distribute this citizen's guide to the Constitutional 
Convention. The issues involved in writing a new consti­
tution are complex and outside the voter's everyday ex- _ 
perience. We hope distribution of this monograph will 
assist the public debate on issues to be considered by 
the Convention . The Extension Service believes that to 
the extent that convention delegates and the rest of the 
pubiic are .well informed, misunderstandings may be kept 
at a minimum, both in writing the constitution and in 
voting on it, 

This publication was written by Miss Lucile Speer, 
a knowledgeable student of the Montana Constitut~ 
Miss Speer, Documents Librarian Emeritus at the 
sity of Montana, was a member of the Montana Cei-..ICl;1l:¥.~ 
tional Convention Committee that conducted the 
campaign supporting the calling of the constit 
convention. She has spoken widely for the co atitutioaal 
revision. Miss Speer has written two other vorka ea the 
convention: A Better Constitution for Better Goveraaent; 
A Study of tht Montana Constitution and A CGastit~tional 
Convention for Montana. 

The Montana Constitutional Convention Coaaission 
en~ourage~ the Cooperative Extension Service to publish 
this ~ublication as a public service. The publication 
of this booklet as a public service by the Cooperative 
Extension Service is not meant to imply a position of 
endorsement. 



CHAPTER XI 

CONSTITUTIONAL RE 
VISION--WHAT FOR? 

. ion commission, in its 
. tional Revis . i Idaho's Constitu f new constitut on, 

. . the draft o a i letter transmitting h ake of change s not 
j t for t e s 1 noted that change us ks in governmenta reform 

· 1 beneficial. Few tas · · t' necessari Y d . zing an existing cons i-
are more difficult than mo er~~l execution requires long 
tutional system. Its succ~sfs d and public-minded 

' ff. lt ff or ts an in orme and di icu e . , d of delegates. The goal 
citizenr y, and a dedicated bo y. . h ffort 
of constitutional revision justifies sue e · 

When the 1967 Montana Legislature requested the 
Le gislative Council to study the Montana Constitution 
to see if it was "adequately serving the needs of the 
people of the state," it learned that the Constitution 
had weaknesses which impaired effective government and 
whic h could best be corrected by complete revision. It 
is cluttered with statutory details which obstruct adap­
tation to changing social, economic, and environmental 
conditions; it places restrictions on all branches of 
government that prevent them from dealing with modern 
problems; many provisions are obsolete, outdated by the 
growth and complexity of government; and it lacks the 
clari ty, simplicity and readability impor•.,.t to the 
people's charter. 

M What is the goal of constitutional revision in 
~ntana? Without doubt, Montana citizens believe that 

~fa!;a~~vgernment tod~y needs improvement. But what kind 
overnment is constituti 1 

to promote and support? I ona reform intended 
merely the substitution of saconstitutional revision 
or i s the Constitution t b new set of restrictions, 
bas i c governmental struc~ e changed to provide the 
blems of a dynamic soci' luredto solve the complex pro-

a or er? 

Framers of the Alaska C 
their purpose to produce a onstitution said that it was 
ble, to allow for the constitution "short and fl . 
br' great chang exi-
f ing to Alaska," a constituti es that the future will 

or a government that is e on that "should provide 
;rowth and development of ~~rgehtic in fostering the 

are of all the pea 1 " e w ole state a d 
convention "prepar ~ e . . To accomplish th n the wel-
tha tis characteri:tia ~~mple plan of stat:se ends, the 

ca Y American." government 
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No f i ner exp r ess i on of the ultimate goals to be 
e d t hrough c o nst i tutional revision can be found ecur b 

Shan i n the pream le of the new Illinois Constitution: 
~ . . to p r ovi de f or the health, safety, and welfare 

· t he peopl e ; ma i ntain a representative and orderly 
of ernment; el i minate pove r ty and inequality; assure 
goval soc i al and economic j ustice; provide opportunity leg ' d 1 

the ful les t . eve opmen t of the individual; insure 
!o r e sti c tra n qui l ity; pr ovide for the common defense; 

odm secure t he bl es s i ngs of freedom and liberty to an i 
11 our s elv e s and o ur po s ter ty . 

Th e goals . o f . each state will vary accordina to its 
a rtic u la r blend of hi st or i cal traditions. re 

~nd economic conditi on s, geography and envir 
an d p eople and cultur e s. Before beginnina t 
the Montana Constituti on t o revise its d f 
pro ve its effect i ven e ss , t he Montana Const 
Convention, representi ng t he people of th 
de ci d e wha t are the g oals of this •ta~a. 
po se the c ons t itu ti o n wi ll serve in impl 
go als . 
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