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Rob Natelson - Constitutional Jurisprudence 
Joshua Sharf - Fiscal Policy 
Paul Prentice - Fiscal Policy 
Barry Fagin - Technology Policy 
Ross Izard - Education Policy 
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A central role of an effective think tank is to 
produce quality research and analysis. Since 
1985, we have provided research resulting in 
changes in law and policy. But we have never 

been content with just research. We are 
more than a think tank. We are an “action 

tank.” We put our ideas into action through 
groundbreaking litigation, coalition building, 

work on ballot initiatives, new media and 
investigative reporting. We don’t just fight on 

paper. We fight for freedom on the streets, in the 
statehouse, in the media, on the ballot, and in 

the courts. 

The mission of the Independence Institute is to 
empower individuals and to educate citizens, 
legislators and opinion makers about public 

policies that enhance personal and economic 
freedom. 

WE ARE AN ACTION TANK AND A  
PUBLIC RELATIONS FIRM FOR LIBERTY. 
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By Jon Caldara, President

Could a Flood of Money Drown Polis’ 
Re-Election? 
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Deborah Donner 

Joseph Smith

Dick Wadhams
This fall’s election should be a huge victory for 
Colorado.  

While political fortunes can change in a 
moment and November is a long way away, 
as it stands Colorado Republicans should take 
back the State Senate and I even think the 
House. I also would say the Treasurer and 
Secretary of State offices will be in play. 

I will go so far as to say even our state’s progres-
sive overlord, Jared Polis, could be in danger 
of losing re-election. Keep in mind I am in the 
minority here, but let me share my thinking. 

From any current standpoint, there is no way 
Jared can lose. If need be, he can just write him-
self another campaign check for $25 million. 
There is nobody I see running on the other 
team that can do that. 

Jared is wildly popular. The press would take a 
bullet for him. He is a shoo-in, except for one 
tiny but snowballing issue.  

Colorado’s government is drowning in money. 
So much so that the Legislature (and wrap your 
head around this) can’t spend it all. Good thing 
that, with your help, Independence Institute 
has a permanent income tax cut on the ballot! 

Where did all this money come from? Well, it 
came out of thin air. It’s Monopoly money from 
Washington. 

And the very same reason why Colorado’s state 
purse is bursting at the seams is the same rea-
son why Jared Polis could lose reelection. 

It’s called inflation. 

When any central bank prints money out of 
thin air, it eventually leads to inflation. 

Since Barack Obama was sworn into office, the 
Federal Reserve has grown our money supply 
by nearly 200%. Since COVID hit, it’s gone up 
by around 40%. Over time, the prices we pay 
rise to match. 

Congress can’t stop spending (birds gotta fly, 
fish gotta swim) and the Federal Reserve, fear-
ing a recession, will not do what’s necessary to 
stop it. Inflation will continue to run hot. 

While maybe not likely, it is not out of the 
realm of possibility that we have double-digit 
inflation by the time the fall elections roll 
around.  

No amount of lip service from our new “afford-
ability” governor will be able to make up for all 
the inflationary actions he and his administra-
tion have taken. 

Think Freedom,
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By Shayne Madsen

Another Anti-business, Government 
Overreach Bill in the Works
Democrats in Colorado’s General Assembly are 
poised to enact yet another government over-
reach bill based on California law, but this time 
in anti-business civil litigation.   

House Bill 1071 passed the House of 
Representatives on Valentine’s Day and is now 
headed for the State Senate.  Although the bill 
is printed on only two pages, it has serious and 
far reaching implications.   

Simply stated, the bill seeks to 
amend the Colorado Consumer 
Protection Act, which is designed 
to allow the Colorado Attorney 
General to initiate consumer claims 
on behalf of injured consumers 
against defendants that violate 
Colorado’s consumer protection 
laws.  Think unscrupulous debt col-
lectors or tenacious robocallers.   

HB 1071 would allow trial lawyers to bring 
such claims as a class action case with the trial 
attorneys authorized to collect their attorneys’ 
fees from the defendant.  No additional dam-
ages would be awarded to the actual wronged 
consumer—only the trial attorneys who filed 
the case.  Nor would a small business that 
successfully defended against the action be 
allowed to recover its attorneys’ fees.   

This same kind of law is in effect in California, 
where businesses and their attorneys report 

that such consumer claims are routinely 
added to all litigation against businesses. This 
results in a dramatically increased caseload 
to the courts and in costs to businesses, even 
when the trial lawyer claims are frivolous and 
groundless.  

The Cato Institute, in its recent “Index of 
Personal and Economic Freedom” which 
ranks the 50 states, rated Colorado as “better 

than average” in its civil litigation 
regime.  Passage of HB 1071 will 
certainly impact this rating in the 
future.  

It goes without saying that HB 1071 
is sponsored by Representative 
Steven Woodrow of Denver, who 
is himself a class action plain-
tiff ’s attorney.  Representative 
Woodrow’s business will certainly 

reap the benefits of passage, but the individual 
consumers in his district will see no benefit for 
themselves.  We hope that the Senate comes 
to it senses.  

Shayne M. Madsen is the Director 
of our Political Law Center where 
she is a leading voice on donor 

privacy issues. She previously led the Public Policy 
and Regulatory Affairs Practice Group in the Denver 
office of law firm Jackson Kelly PLLC. 

Shayne Madsen

To read the bill in 
full, scan QR code

ONLINE AND IN-PERSON CLASSES
WITH KATHLEEN CHANDLER

Local Government Training
Get involved!  Volunteer to be part of the 

solution instead of just complaining. Learn 
the skills needed to apply for local positions 

and to serve as an effective leader.  The 
training will cover the application process 

for appointed positions, what to expect once 
you are on a board, and the ongoing support 
we (Independence Institute can) offer as you 

serve your community.

Speaking Up / Speaking Out 
If you can’t talk with your neighbor or even your 
“uncle Joe” this is the class for you. We will help 
you be courageous, not obnoxious. Gather with 

others to learn how to sharpen communications 
skills and use your voice to stand up for 

your beliefs.  Make persuasive arguments in 
conversation with someone with a different 

viewpoint.  Practice news skills and gain new 
insights on how to employ them. 

FOR DATES, TIMES, AND LOCATIONS:  I2I.ORG/LOCAL-GOV
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Just before New Year’s Day, the Marshall Fire 
ripped through Boulder County, killing two 
people and burning more than 1,000 homes 
and other buildings, most of them in Superior 
and Louisville. No one knows exactly what 
caused the fire, but one thing is certain: the 
effects of the fire were made much worse 
by Boulder County’s open space pro-
grams and dense zoning in the cities. 

Forest Service research has shown that 
the best way to protect people’s homes 
from wildfire is to make the homes 
and surrounding property as fireproof 
as possible. The roofs should be made 
of non-flammable materials. Walls can 
be made of wood, but no vegetation, 
other than perhaps grass, should be 
close to the walls. Fire specialists call this fire-
wise or defensible space. 

An important part of defensible space is that 
homes should be located at least 100 to 140 
feet apart from one another. Otherwise, if 
one home catches fire, the radiant heat from 
that fire will ignite its neighbors. This means 
that anti-sprawl, density mandates favored by 
urban planners are setting people up to have 
their homes burn in wildfires. 

In the interior West, no place has enacted more 
stringent anti-sprawl policies than Boulder 
County. Almost a third of the land in the coun-
ty has been made into open spaces, either 
through purchases or conservation easements. 
Most of the rest of the county outside of incor-
porated cities is zoned for 35-acre minimum 
lot sizes. The cities themselves zoned land for 

dense development, too dense to allow 100 feet 
between homes. 

The Marshall Fire was first reported at 11 
a.m. on December 30 near the intersection 
of State Highway 93 and Marshall Road. It 
took a full hour to burn across three miles 

of grasslands before it reached the 
town of Superior, where hundreds of 
homes were crammed in as little as 
ten feet apart from one another. The 
fire quickly burned all these buildings 
to the ground while it spared many 
houses on larger lots, provided those 
homes didn’t have a lot of flammable 
vegetation around them. 

To guard against future wildfires, 
Boulder County needs to put a buffer around 
all existing cities consisting of homes on one- 
to two-acre lots that are maintained in a defen-
sible condition. This may mean selling some 
open space or undoing some conservation 
easements. If the county refuses to do that, I 
urge everyone who lives on a small lot in the 
county to have excellent fire insurance or, bet-
ter yet, move out before the next fire season. If 
you aren’t yet convinced, please read my four-
page policy brief reviewing the Marshall Fire 
and how it was affected by Boulder County 
plans. 

By Randal O’Toole

Boulder’s Anti-sprawl Planning 
Helped the Marshall Fire Destroy 
Hundreds of Homes

Randal O’Toole is the Transporta-
tion Policy Center Director at the 
Independence Institute. He is an 

economist who has written five books on land-use 
and transportation issues.

Randal O’Toole

The Marshall Fire burning homes in Louisville. 

Photo is courtesy of Centura Health Avista 
Adventist Hospital.

To read Randal’s 
policy brief, scan 
QR code above
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While Complete Colorado is well known for 
generating original investigative-style report-
ing, often breaking stories the mainstream 
media misses (or simply ignores), we also offer 
what we like to consider some of the best 
opinion commentary in the state on issues 
that truly matter. And while much of that is 
written by Independence Institute’s own crack 
team of policy experts, we also offer a wide 
variety of opinion curated from outside of II.  
For instance, Ari Armstrong, who has been 
writing about Colorado politics and culture 
from a pro-liberty perspective since, as he puts 
it, “before the term ‘blog’ was coined,” writes a 
weekly column for Complete on a wide variety 
of topics that appears on Tuesdays.  We are 
also fortunate to have the great Mike Rosen 
gracing Complete as a bi-monthly columnist 
on a variety of both state and national political 
issues. We are also quite pleased that former 
Mesa County Commissioner Rose Pugliese 
has joined up in 2022 as a regular columnist 
covering state budget issues. And of course, we 
carry II president Jon Caldara’s weekly column 
on Wednesdays. 

But beyond Complete’s strong stable of regular 
columnists, we also curate content from guest 
authors from around the state. This year, for 
instance, we’ve published important pieces 
on water issues from both Greg Walcher, 
former director of Colorado’s Department of 

Natural Resources, and State Senator Jerry 
Sonnenberg; pieces on emerging threats 
to school choice from Cato Institute schol-
ar Colleen Hroncich; local resident Sarah 
Hunt’s report on the ongoing failure of Fort 
Collins’ municipal broadband scheme; and 
Breckenridge resident Kim McGahey’s 
research into the extreme COVID overreach in 
Summit County. We even had a Mesa County 
rancher weigh in on Governor Polis’ ongoing 
disregard for rural Colorado. 

It’s called Complete Colorado for good rea-
son.  We make it a point to bring our readers 
Colorado-specific stories, whether hyper-lo-
cal, regional or of statewide interest, from 
the Front Range to the Western Slope, and 
from the Eastern Plain to the High Country.  
And we couldn’t do it without the support of 
Independence Institute’s generous donors.  So 
as always, thanks for being an II supporter and 
a Complete Colorado reader.  We hope you keep 
coming back.

By Mike Krause

Complete Colorado Offers the Best  
Opinion Commentary

Mike Krause is Editor-in-Chief of 
Complete Colorado. A former ski 
instructor and construction car-

penter, Mike was a Senior Fellow and editorial writ-
er at II before heading up Complete Colorado.

Mike Krause

ROSE PUGLIESE

COLLEEN HRONCICH
GREG WALCHER

ARI ARMSTRONG

JERRY SONNENBERG

MIKE ROSEN
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A Firearms Textbook for Everyone
Ever since the Independence Institute was 
founded in 1985, our effectiveness in the bat-
tle of ideas has been bemoaned by our critics 
and celebrated by our friends. One reason for 
our success is giving our scholars the oppor-
tunity to focus on projects that produce the 
greatest effects in the long run. Too often 
in the world of public affairs, well-meaning 
organizations get trapped in the short-term 
news cycle. So I am very grateful that at the 
Independence Institute, I had the flexibility 
to spend most of 2021 writing two law school 
textbooks. Textbooks aren’t glamorous, but 
they can change the world.

One of those textbooks is 
Firearms Law and the Second 
Amendment: Regulation, 
Rights, and Policy, coauthored 
with four other law professors. 
My inspiration for the text-
book might surprise you: Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg.

When she was a law professor 
at Rutgers, Ginsburg wrote 
a textbook, Constitutional 
Aspects of Sex Discrimination. 
What law students learn 
depends on what profes-
sors can teach, and teaching 
depends on what textbooks 
exist. Although some profes-
sors do collect or write their own materials for 
class, most of what gets taught in law school is 
from textbooks. Only if a textbook on women’s 
rights existed could women’s rights be broadly 
studied in law school.

By 1971, there were professors who sympa-
thized with women’s rights but were far from 
expert on the subject. They could teach it only 
if someone else wrote a textbook. They had 
neither the time nor inclination to determine 
which cases and materials were most import-
ant, collect and edit them, and then organize 
them into an orderly narrative. So Ginsburg 
did it all for them. She also provided her own 
analysis.

Now, the same process is happening for the 
Second Amendment. Since 2012, Firearms 
Law has been spurring the creation of Second 
Amendment classes at law schools; every year 
more law students learn how to incorporate 
the right to keep and bear arms into their legal 
practice. Unlike in past generations, the new 
generation of lawyers includes members who 

are already well-educated about the right to 
keep and bear arms and gun control laws.

The success of Firearms Law and the Second 
Amendment has spurred two other publishers 
of law school textbooks to produce their own 
entries into what has become the growing field 
of Second Amendment education.

Firearms Law was written for more than just 
the law school audience. The style is accessible 
to the general intelligent reader, and the text-
book is also a treatise of arms law and history, 
from ancient times to the present. As such, 
it has been useful to the courts. Judge Brett 

Kavanaugh, when he served 
on the D.C. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, cited the text-
book. So did Judge Thomas 
Hardiman of the Third 
Circuit; he was the runner-up 
for the Supreme Court nomi-
nation that eventually went to 
Judge Kavanaugh. The Illinois 
Supreme Court has cited the 
textbook twice. 

Firearms Law is neither small 
nor inexpensive. It runs 
2,243 pages and costs $300. 
However, some of the book is 
available for free. The printed 
book is 16 chapters, and those 

are supplemented by seven online chapters, 
which are available at: firearmregulation.org. 

Also free online is chapter 3 from the printed 
textbook, on colonial America. Did you know 
that in the English-speaking world, the first 
written guarantees of the right to arms were 
the colonial charters of Virginia in 1606 and 
New England in 1620? Neither did anyone 
else until I found out and put the history into 
Firearms Law. Even if you don’t buy the book, 
thank you for your donations to the Second 
Amendment Project at the Independence 
Institute. You helped make this book possible.

Dave Kopel is Director of our 
Second Amendment Project 
and our Research Director. He is 

also an adjunct scholar with the Cato Institute in 
Washington; and adjunct professor of advanced 
constitutional law at University of Denver’s Sturm 
College of Law. 

Dave Kopel

By Dave Kopel
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How Did Colorado’s Proposed Social Studies 
Standards Make a Left Turn?
In 2019, when public anger was mounted 
against drastic reforms to both K-12 sex educa-
tion and vaccination laws, House Bill 19-1192 
quietly passed through the Colorado legisla-
ture and was signed by the governor. The law 
mandates teaching elementary and secondary 
students about the history, culture, and social 
contributions of American Indians, Latinos, 
African Americans, and Asian Americans; les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and transgender individuals 
within these minority groups; the intersection-
ality of significant social and cultural features 
within these communities; and the contribu-
tions and persecution of religious minorities. 

In addition, HB 19-1192 created a governor-ap-
pointed commission tasked with making rec-
ommendations for revisions to the state’s 
PK-12 history and civics academic standards. 
Handing over even more control over how 
history and civics are taught, the commission 
must develop and promote educational pro-
grams for public schools and participate in 
local school district civics standards commu-
nity forums. The makeup of this unelected gov-
ernment body is spelled out in statute and mir-
rors the “groups” to which the law refers. If the 
governor would allow me to do so, I would be 
happy to assemble a commission that includes 
the same “groups,” but with individuals from a 
different political bent than he chose. 

Other recent legislation also requires revisions 
to the social studies standards. Social studies 
include geography, economics, history, civics, 
and financial literacy. The social studies stan-
dards review committee, primarily made up of 
educators, combined legislative requirements 
and the 1192 Commission’s recommendations 
with their own revisions and created a 145-
page document with the recommended revi-
sions proposed to the elected State Board of 
Education. 

It only took reading a few pages into the 145-
page document to realize how the standards 
had been hijacked by the progressive left. You 
would think our country was founded for the 
purpose of oppressing marginalized groups 
rather than for freedom and opportunity. 

Aspects of critical race theory are recogniz-
able throughout the standards. For example, 
with an emphasis on groups rather than on 
individuals, it is suggested for teachers to 

ask first-grade children about the differences 
and similarities of African American, Latino, 
Asian American, Indigenous Peoples, LGBTQ, 
and religious minority cultures. And in second 
grade, students should understand how these 
groups work through conflict and promote 
social change. 

Fortunately, before standards are adopted in 
Colorado, there is a formal process for public 
comment. I immediately alerted citizen educa-
tion groups and individual activists about the 
proposed standards and explained how to par-
ticipate in the public comment process. They 
were moved to action. I hired a high school 
social studies teacher to do an analysis of the 
standards based on historical accuracy and 
traditional content. 

To notify the public about the proposed stan-
dards, we published our six-page comment 
letter on CompleteColorado.com. I asked the 
National Association of Scholars (NAS) for 
their assistance, and they published their 
excellent insights while also endorsing ours. 
In order to help spread the message to oth-
ers, social studies teacher Kyle Walpole and I 
joined Jon Caldara on his PBS Devil’s Advocate 
show to discuss the issue. (The show is posted 
on our YouTube Channel, IITV.) I also made 
several guest appearances on popular radio 
shows. 

We won’t know the results until sometime 
after June because the extensive number of 
comments delayed the process. The Colorado 
Department of Education received over 950 
emails and letters and more than 16,600 indi-
vidual comments on the standards through 
their online system.  I am sure that a record 
number of people from the center-right 
made their voices heard. Now it is up to the 
Democrat-led State Board of Education to 
decide the final fate of the Colorado Academic 
Social Studies Standards. 

By Pam Benigno

Pamela Benigno is Director of the 
Education Policy Center. A tireless 
advocate for both public and pri-

vate school choice, she works with education orga-
nizations, policymakers, and community leaders to 
expand school choice opportunities. 

Pam Benigno
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Chris Wright of Liberty Oil and 
Gas shares outdoor apparel com-
pany The North Face’s duplicitous 
attempt to disassociate them-
selves from oil and gas despite 
their extensive use and reliance on oil and gas.

Erik Voorhees, founder of cryp-
tocurrency company ShapeShift, 
busts many of the myths and 
misconceptions people have about 
crypto.

Pam Benigno, Education Policy 
Center Director, and social studies 
teacher Kyle Walpole discuss the 
proposed revisions to Colorado’s 
social studies standards.

By Tyler MasseyThe Latest on Devil’s Advocate
On his weekly PBS12 show, Devil’s Advocate, Jon Caldara sits down with fascinating people to 
discuss important topics. Below are a few great interviews. To check out all past episodes, go to 
Independence Institute’s YouTube channel, IITV.

Mandy Connell, host of The Mandy 
Connell Show on KOA NewsRadio, 
talks about a changing Colorado.

Rob Natelson, Senior Fellow of 
Constitutional Jurisprudence, 
covers the constitutional conse-
quences of the 20th century and 
how they affect vaccine mandates 
today.

John Kellner, DA of Colorado’s 
18th District and candidate for 
Attorney General, discusses the 
crime wave and fentanyl epidemic 
that Colorado is facing.



Independent Inking  | Spring 2022
13

In the fall edition of Independent Inking, the 
Fiscal Policy Center announced the release of 
a study on the economic consequences of Polis’ 
COVID-19 mandates. In it, we highlighted the 
impact of lockdowns on small businesses in 
Colorado, but the study also uncovered weak-
nesses in Colorado’s workforce. This winter, 
the Center published two concurrent studies 
on the skilled labor shortage in Colorado and 
how to address it from a free-market perspec-
tive. 

Our research paper, Unequal Opportunities, 
Unequal Outcomes: The COVID-19 Recession in 
Colorado, found that Colorado has a high num-
ber of workers in vulnerable, low-skilled jobs 
who lost employment during the pandemic. 
Today, employment in the industries that suf-
fered most during the pandemic—hospitality 
and food services—still has not recovered to 
pre-pandemic levels. Meanwhile, businesses in 
industries such as construction cannot seem 
to find enough skilled workers to fill open 
positions. 

This prompted our investigation into the nature 
and extent of the skills gap in Colorado’s work-
force in a study we published in December, The 
Colorado Skills Gap: Underlying Causes. Using 
employment data, we ran an economic shift-
share analysis to identify industries in which 
skills gaps persist. 

The Fiscal Policy Center conducted research 
into existing workforce policies and career 
and technical education in the state. To better 
understand the problem and possible solu-
tions, the Center also engaged with dozens 
of stakeholders from industry, government, 
and other think tanks across the nation. This 
culminated in a policy paper published in 
January, Addressing the Skills Gap: A Market-
Based Approach for Colorado. 

The paper provides an overview of how the fed-
eral government and states have been involved 
in promoting vocational and workforce train-
ing for over a century and have gradually but 
extensively expanded the reach of its policies 
over time. It explains why, despite govern-
ment intervention, Colorado still suffers from 
a severe skilled labor shortage in many indus-
tries. 

Citing Austrian economists, including F.A. 
Hayek and Carl Menger, the paper applies prin-
ciples of free-market economics to the skilled 
labor problem and related public policies. It 
concludes that because central planners will 
always fall short of the knowledge necessary to 
engineer the labor market properly, all public 
policy intended to address the labor needs of 
the economy must rely instead on free-market 
principles. To guide policymakers in crafting 
future legislation to address the skills gap, it 
provides three guideposts, specifically: 

1.	 Market forces rather than central planning 
must drive solutions. 

2.	 Any public funding must be tied to no 
more than two simple, specific, and easily 
measurable outcomes. 

3.	 Government programs and incentives can-
not be so overly cumbersome or complex 
as to prevent widespread use by industry 
and/or laborers. 

In addition, the paper offers one possible pol-
icy solution which follows their guidelines 
and could help close the skilled labor gap in 
Colorado: an opportunity scholarship tax cred-
it to incentivize the training of skilled laborers. 

In February, I had the opportunity to testi-
fy on workforce development legislation in 
the Senate Education Committee. I presented 
findings from our studies and, in follow-up 
questions, outlined for legislators the three 
principles of market-driven workforce policy. 

Independence Institute’s Education Policy 
Center has contributed to vocational educa-
tion initiatives in Colorado high schools. With 
the latest work of the Fiscal Policy Center, 
Independence Institute has extended its reach 
into workforce development and vocational 
training beyond K-12.

By Ben Murrey

Applying the Principles of 
Free-Market Economics

Ben Murrey serves as Director of 
Fiscal Policy, working to promote 
fiscal responsibility in Colorado 

government and to defend the Taxpayer’s Bill of 
Rights.  

Ben Murrey
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By Jon CaldaraWe’ve Lost a Great Friend in PJ O’Rourke

By Laura Carno

$10,000 Grant Supports 
FASTER Colorado’s Mission

One of the many, many great aspects of my 
gig at Independence is meeting, and often 
becoming friends with, interesting, passionate, 
and talented freedom fighters. I feel espe-
cially blessed to have been befriended by PJ 
O’Rourke, the great humorist, whose irrever-
ence quickly matched ours.

Any man who says, “Giving money and power 
to government is like giving whiskey and car 
keys to teenage boys,” is our kind of guy.

If you recall the year when President Obama 
“won” the Nobel Peace Prize for “all his future 
accomplishments,” you’ll remember our send-
off of the moment. PJ was speaking at one of 
our events and not only did we present him 
with a “Noble” Peace Prize for all his future 
accomplishments—everyone there won one! 
See, we were promoting equity in outcomes 
before everyone was woke.

Around all our necks hung beautiful Peace 
Prize medallions emblazoned with the likeness 
of PJ O’Rourke himself.

I’ve had a few drinks with PJ over the years. 
Due to the silly COVID lockdowns, the last one 
was around a year ago and virtual. He joined 
me and others drinking at home for an episode 
of our Freedom on Tap cocktail hour. We chat-
ted about his amazing career and friendships 
with writers like Hunter S. Thompson.

PJ, we’ll carry your spirit with us always. You 
once said, “Always read something that will 
make you look good if you die in the middle 
of it.” 

I hope I die with Parliament of Whores  
in my hands.

FASTER (Faculty/Administrator Safety 
Training and Emergency Response) Colorado 
was honored to be one of three recipients of the 
Sportsmen for Community Grant for 2022. In 
February, I attended the charity hunt and spoke 
to the more than 200 assembled hunters about 
the mission of FASTER and thanked them for 
their generous support of SFC. The grant, along 
with other money raised for FASTER Colorado, 
goes toward scholarships to provide free or 

low-cost training to armed school staffers in 
Colorado. 

Laura Carno is the Executive 
Director of FASTER Colorado, a 
project of Independence Institute, 

that trains school staff to provide armed defense 
and emergency medical aid. 

Laura Carno

PJ O’Rourke joined Jon for our live-streamed Freedom on 
Tap cocktail hour during the pandemic
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By Jake Fogelman

California and Colorado’s 
Unholy Regulatory Alliance
Here at the Independence Institute, we’ve 
known for years now that California is the 
source of many bad ideas that end up winding 
their way into Colorado. Zero Emission Vehicle 
(ZEV) mandates are just the latest case study.

As it currently stands, California is the only 
state in the country allowed to establish their 
own vehicle emissions regulations, while other 
states are left either to adopt the California 
Air Resource Board (CARB) program or those 
established by federal officials.

Guess which Colorado chose?

Thanks to a 2019 Executive Order from 
Governor Polis, and subsequent rulemaking 
from the unelected members of the Air Quality 
Control Commission, the Colorado auto indus-
try and local consumers are subject to the 
whims of California bureaucrats, whether they 
like it or not.

As of January 2, 2022, automakers must now 
make an increasing minimum percentage of 
ZEV sales each year as part of their light-duty 
fleet (8,500 pounds GVWR). Should they fail to 
meet the quotas, automakers will be required 
to buy credits from others that have banked 
them.

The policy stands to increase costs on auto 
dealers and consumers alike. Inventories must 
be shifted to accommodate the rules, while 
consumers interested in conventional vehicles 
will see their options diminish at a time when 
new vehicle inventory is already down 58% 
year over year.

But the “Californication” of Colorado’s vehicle 
rules doesn’t appear to be stopping there.

In 2020, California Governor Gavin Newsom 
signed an executive order banning the sale of 
new gas-powered cars and trucks after 2035. 
The order was then kicked to the CARB to 
formalize the rules in order to make Newsom’s 
decree a reality, consumer input be damned.

Colorado Energy Office Executive Director 
Will Toor has already said that Colorado offi-
cials are collaborating in that process, mean-
ing the gas vehicle bans could be on their way 
here as well.

The regulations are simply a solution in search 
of a problem. Electric vehicle take-up is already 
happening organically among freely choosing 
consumers who want them. Mandates are 
wholly unnecessary and stand only to burden 
those who either can’t afford their premium 
price tag, or whose lifestyle cannot be accom-
modated by the limitations an electric vehicle 
brings.

Amidst 40-year-high inflation and greatly 
disrupted supply chains, executive decrees 
and regulations handed down from opaque 
bureaucracies are the last thing Colorado auto 
producers and consumers need.

You can trust the Independence Institute to 
stand watchful of the state’s regulators and 
continue to support Colorado energy consum-
ers.

Jake Fogelman is a research 
associate with the Energy and 
Environmental Policy Center. He 

is a cum laude graduate of Metropolitan State 
University of Denver where he studied political sci-
ence and economics. Jake is a Colorado native.

Jake Fogelman
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Have you heard the news? Independence Institute 
launched our LinkedIn page! Follow us to get reg-
ular updates on what we do here at Independence, 
the projects we are proud of, job openings and 
more!

       Scan QR code to access our page


