
Ch.IO. of PERSONS.

alien-enemies have no rights, no privileges,
fpedal favour, during the time of war.

361
unlefs by the king's

WH E N I fay, that an alien is one who is born out of the king'::>
dominions, or allegiance, this alfo mull: be underll:ood with fome
reftrictions. The common law indeed frood abfolutely fo; with
only a very few exceptions: fo that a particular act of parliament
became neceffary after the rell:oration Y, for the naturalization of
children of his majefty's Engliih fubjects, born in foreign coun­
tries during the late troubles. And this maxim of the law pro­
ceeded upon a general principle, that every man owes natural al­
legiance where he is born, and cannot owe two fuch allegiances,
or ferve two mafters, at once. Yet the children of the king's
embaffadors born abroad were always held to be natural fubjects z:
for as the father, though in a foreign country, owes not even a
local allegiance to the prince to whom he is fent; fo, with're­
gard to the fon alfo, he was held (by a kind of pqflliminium) to
be born under the king of England's allegiance, reprefented by his
father, the embaffador. To encourage alfo foreign commerce, it
was enacted by ftatute 2S Edw. III. fr. 2,'.- that all children born
abroad, provided both their parents were at the time of the birth
in allegiance to the king, and the mother had paffed the feas by
her huiband's confent, might inherit as if born in England: and
accordingly it hath been fa adjudged in behalf of merchants a

• But
by feveral more modern fratutes b thefe reitrictions are ftill farther
taken off: fo that all children, born out of the king's ligeance,
whofe fathers were natural-born fubjeCts, are now n<ltural-born
fubjects themfelves, to all intents and p.lrpo[es, without any ex­
ception; unlefs their faid fathers were attainted, or b:milbed be­
yond rea, for high treafon; or were then in the fervice of a prince
at enmity with Great Britain.

TH E children of aliens, born here in England, are, generally
fpeaking, natural-born [ubjects, and entitled to all the privileges

y Stat. 29 Car. II. c.6.
% 7 Rep. 18.

a Cro. Car, 60 I. Mar, 9'. Jtonk. Cent. 3·
b 7 Ann. c.s. and tGeo.ll. c. 21.
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