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frequently, be assured that the regular Correspondence of a Relation
& Friend for whom I have the greatest Affection & esteem would add
very much to my Happiness—

We have at length formd a Congress but as only Seven States are
yet fully represented no Business of Consequence has been taken up.
I shall bring forward the Kentucky Address at as early a Period as
possible, from the soundings which I have been able to make, have
sanguine hopes of Success;? but with me it is an object of such con-
sequence that I shall not be free from Anxiety untill it is finally de-
termined. I think little is to be feared from the Project for ceeding
the Navigation of the Mississipi to Spain almost a total change of
Sentiment upon that Subject has taken place, the Opposition has ac-
quired great Strength from the Sales of Western Territory; many In-
habitants of the Eastern States of great Influence & powerfull Con-
nections have become Adventurers in that Country & are now engaged
in forming Settlements at Muskingum Miamia &c.*—The fate of the
New Constitution becomes every day more precarious—Connecticut &
the Three States South of this have adopted it. in this it will meet with
Opposition the Convention of Massachusetts is now sitting but the
event of their deliberations is extremely doubtful—such warmth has
already prevailed as had well nigh ended in total confusion—both par-
ties are equally confident of Success—should it be rejected in that state
I fear the consequences will be fatal to the Plan. The hope of its
succeeding is the only Prop which at present supports the Feoderal
Government—If it was finally rejected I fear we should immediately
experience the dire effects of Anarchy—& the total disolution of our
Confederacy—But we will not yet dispair there is still room to hope.
Count Mutiers* Ambassador from [France] arrived here a few days
past, he is shortly to be recd. by Congress we shall have much Scraping
& Bowing no doubt—Peace is established in Europe—If you have had
any information from our Relations in Botetourt or Montgomery® pray
communicate it to me; In what manner could Letters be conveyed into
that Country? My Complts. to Jammy I wrote to him last Post—Adieu—
live contented & happy

1. RC, Breckinridge Family Papers, ViU. Brown and Breckinridge were cousins.

2. On 29 February Virginia’s congressional delegates submitted an address from “‘the
people of Kentucky in convention” and moved that Congress approve the “Compact”
between Virginia and the District of Kentucky for making the latter a separate state.
The address and motion were submitted to a committee of the whole house. On 2 June
the committee recommended that Kentucky be made a separate state, and the next day
a grand committee of a delegate from each state was appointed to report an act granting
statehood to Kentucky. On 2 July the grand committee asked to be discharged. Brown

made a motion, seconded by Edward Carrington, that Congress ratify and confirm the
compact between Virginia and Kentucky. The next day the motion was postponed and
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another motion was .l(lﬂl)l(’(l 1o e fer the ’ﬂnll(ll()()(l (Il“ stion (o the new (4”"“"'.. u"dol

i G, XXX 2-7¢ ‘ . 287-94),

+ Consti GG, XXXIV, 72-73, 194, 198, 287, I '
”u‘i( ‘(l)::hl(l;:'lll(l:l))l(l'r(‘ll 787 Congress sold land in the Northwest l('n.luuyl(ull')’l:‘lrl‘wu::al::
()hli(‘)) to the Ohio Company, a New England-based group, In the spring o Jrouj

i ; s beg: settle i at territory.
.w Englanders began to settle in tha . o . o
t: fll\](('omtt de Moustiijcr, France’s minister plenipotentiary 10 l\l/x( (‘llzln(l‘l:)(l Statews, pre
sented his credentials to Congress on 26 February (Jea, X~7\Xl , 62=05).
5. One of the relations was John Preston of Montgomery.

James Madison, Sr., to James Madison
30 January
For this letter, see Orange County Election (11 below),
.I.'" =
Philadelphia Freeman’s Journal, 30 January ' TS

By private accounts from \;irginliu, wlc l(c:ll‘;:‘. :};I‘thg(:mﬂl‘ ]
high in that State; that the advocil

]s‘;li?u;/i(:)rg arg losing ground daily; that they nvuk’ ull n'r;umo:t. T:l
depend principaily upon the magic of Names, dec Iuptul !m.‘ L .\:hlvh
that there will be two to one against it in thelr (.m.wom mll. ’ur“‘
meets next June; that their Assembly had 'pnuuc(l an et to w‘ u]"“m.
sum of money for the expences of deputies 10 Propose, (ug‘l It[' o
States, amendments;® that it was currcrin,ly reported in lhn‘l { u‘t“c.”"w
all opposition had ceased in Pennsylvania to the prope wed (.n.m \11 ‘h“;
That the North Carolina Convention woqld meet ml.]un‘(‘. uln)() i
the people to the southward were all kept in the dark by the stoppiag

of the newspapers in the Post Office.”

p : ', (1), The
. Mass, (&), R.L (2), N.Y, @), NJ. (1); P, (
. 2;35 Féb)ruzlry, and the next day the Mm.\m‘hu.wfl‘&
5, that li odl s fven to the paragraph
A dent remarks, that little heed is (o I?r W | iph
Gaste ngtec’lé G/:zce(igesg;gefting the progress of anti-federalism in Virginiag as ‘nhul
e y'eStequ aybeen recei;/ed from undoubted authority, thal federalism dufly gains g;u;ln‘t.
?riat[;lc:tl stzie' and it has been reported that many of the LEE faction have chnnged thel
 joi | interest.”” : :
O;Déiéeagg‘dgn(l}iié?;] fisdsirr?lbly Adopts an Act for Paying the State Convention Dels
es,” _97 December (above). :
ega‘;es&) 3(6) Il;lc?l;lre:;berthe Norfolk and Portsmouth Jowrnal stated: A dinap mlmn;np n
s ing the Nrc);rthern mail as usual (after waiting to the latest hour), ren M'l M:
g}c))(t)ll(;(?gc)/elt\(l)l ogur kind Subscribers necessary, in ushering o lhcl'." |n'(~'lu‘lm eu h:l‘l :l.:‘l: :&!;:.
i 4 . The Public will please to cast a favorabie €ye it EHEE &
f:)(:xrb{i}::l:t;cv;el;rsl? ;;E:féusly ascribe its vacuum to the real cause above assigned " (CENVal,

4, p. 550).

1. Reprints by 25 February (
Boston Gazette reprinted this item on 1

Civis Rusticus ) :
Virginia Independent Chronicle, 30 January
j ' ' he publication of that in Mr.
The following was written previous to .
Digcone’s];mpe'r ofg the 5th instant,® but not sent to the printer w'h.{m wrigtm
from want of a conveyance, the person who wrole it living al a distance [rom

Richmond.)
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as will enable the merchants of the northern and eastern states not
only to demand an exorbitant freight, but to monopolise on the pur-
chase of the commodities at their own price, for many years, to the
great injury of the landed interest, and impoverishment of the people:
And the danger is the greater, as the gain on one side will be in
proportion to the loss on the other: Whereas requiring two thirds of
the members present in both houses would have produced mutual
moderation, promoted the general interest, and removed an insuper-
able objection to the adoption of the government.

9th. Under their own construction of the general clause at the end
of the enumerated powers, the Congress may grant monopolies in
trade and commerce, constitute new crimes, inflict unusual and severe
punishments, and extend their power as far as they shall think proper;
so that the state legislatures have no security for the powers now
presumed to remain to them; or the people for their rights.

10th. There is no declaration of any kind for preserving the liberty
of the press, the trial by jury in civil causes; nor against the danger
of standing armies in time of peace. :

11th. The state legislatures are restrained from laying export duties
on their produce.

12th. The general legislature is restrained from prohibiting the fur-
ther importations of slaves for twenty odd years; though such impor-
tations render the United States weaker and more vulnerable, and less
capable of defence.

13th. Both the general legislature and the state legislatures are ex-
pressly prohibited making expost facto laws; though there never was,
nor can be a legislature but must and will make such laws, when ne-
cessity and the public safety require them; which will hereafter be a
breach of all the constitutions in the union, and afford precedents for
other invocations.®

This government will commence in a moderate aristocracy; it is at
present impossible to foresee whether it will, in its operation produce
a monarchy, or a corrupt oppressive aristocracy, it will most probably
vibrate some years between the two, and then terminate between the
one and the other.”

Ob. 1st. This objection proves too much, it goes against all sover-
eignty, “it being paramount to all laws of the several states, the dec-
laration of rights in the separate states are no security,” if the dec-
laration of rights in the separate states be no security, which it is
confessed are not repealed, neither would a general declaration of
rights be any security, for the sovereign who made it could repeal it;
“the very title of sovereignty shews the absurdity of an irrevocable

)
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have every security of enjoying the !)cnclhufuiltpc:
.ommon law, and all acts of parliament previous l()7lhc ([1‘)'““ lﬂ(:c.] ion
(lhc first, they ever had—they remain unrcpeal?d, arl\dinartf‘c gpll:h -
of i " the . as long as they rete
i * the rights of the people: as . gD "
(‘hun(li;; thesegrights will exist, amidst the mighty shru.k (?f rcwl)lu:l()n )
;LC rusl’x of power, the fall of colonies, and the rise of c‘ll'np ric '." (,f
l. ]?1}(; re are only five states in the union that have dec m‘:\t 0} mer
i ht;——the proposed government is thoroughly p()[)ulkllr—:k:: .l. i
:)tg representatives are immediately chz\sen l;zl thi Ec&‘: c‘;“ b
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mediately by their represen . ;ldm‘ A
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zﬁguted star%dsriyn need of no bill of rights; the lllbertltl'.n‘ (;l :m"pwm >
i lost to themselves, It
n be lost, until they are to tl o4y el .
neve;dcif their dearest interests, & sottish indolence, i wild leentiou
- dissoluteness of morals, and a contempt of all vhluc.’ o
neSS(i aL“The house of representatives is not numerous enough, -
‘? tney exceed in number the present (Jongrcssl:' llﬁrc :vs:‘n‘cal\r mc
- ire inf tion, and why should 1o -
e could acquire information, AR o
e i b qf om this state will be ten, besides two Senators;
S L e f not augmenting the
h mber at present only five.—The reason of not aug
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i i snting the expences
. the fear of augmenting {
o e s erica, it s wise

law.” The people

representation, I e th f. (
ofpgovernment; and considering the condition of Am

i is circumstance.
rticular respect to this circ : ot
* ZE;Y“%FEE senate havi the power of altering money l?llln. and l:«:‘l\:z
' i hereditary aristocracy, .
the Lords in England, an , e
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o thle pzzgot’ be taxed, but, by the consent of their immediate reps
people ¢ , but,
5. : A |
re?lélrllcteauc‘:n fix no salaries without the consent and dpp'r(,)l);mun l())(lu:::
sid}ent' Here they are checked; if we supp'ose.both \; ‘lcs:;‘d m,“y)
Pfﬁ din . (which would at once demonstrate their w1cked1;;_ss .
Z(r)xdusettigng salaries at an infinitely exorbitant pitch, and above § ]

p sul
Wlll not [he house Of re ICSCIltatlveS ICCIalIIl agaIIlS[ Su(-ll measu (4. 1)
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