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frequently, b • ass u r •cl 11 1:1 1 tl u· 11·g11l .11 ( :0 11·1·spo 11 tk' 11<T of' a R •la tio 11 
& Friend fo r who m 1 have I lie grea t t'S I ;\ ff ·r t io n & ·s t • •m wo uld add 
very much to my Happiness-

We have at length fo rmd a Congress but as o nly ' even Sta tes are 
yet fully represented no Business o f Consequen ce has been take n up. 
I shall bring forward the Kentucky Address at as early a Period as 
possible, from the soundings which I have been able to make , have 
sanguine hopes of Success; 2 but with me it is an object of such con­
sequence that I shall not be free from Anxiety untill it is finally de­
termined. I think little is to be feared from the Project for ceeding 
the Navigation of the Mississipi to Spain almost a total change of 
Sentiment upon that Subject has taken place, the Opposition has ac­
quired great Strength from the Sales of Western Territory; many In­
habitants of the Eastern States of great Influence & powerfull Con­
nections have become Adventurers in that Country & are now engaged 
in forming Settlements at Muskingum Miamia &c. ~-The fate of the 
New Constitution becomes every day more precarious- Connecticut & 
the Three States South of this have adopted it. in this it will meet with 
Opposition the Convention of Massachusetts is now sitting but the 
event of their deliberations is extremely doubtful- such warmth has 
already prevailed as had well nigh ended in total confusion- both par­
ties are equally confident of Success- should it be rejected in that state 
I fear the co nsequences will be fatal to the Plan. The hope of its 
succeeding is the only Prop which at present supports the Feoderal 
Government-If it was finally rejected I fear we should immediately 
experience the dire effects of Anarchy- & the total disolution of our 
Confederacy-But we will not yet dispair there is still room to hope. 
Count Mutiers4 Ambassador from [France] arrived here a few days 
past, he is shortly to be recd. by Congress we shall have much Scraping 
& Bowing no doubt-Peace is established in Europe- If you have had 
any information from our Relations in Botetourt or Montgomery" pray 
communicate it to me; In what manner could Letters be conveyed into 
that Country? My Complts. to Jammy I wrote to him last Post- Adieu­
Iive contented & happy 

1. RC, Breckinridge Family Papers, ViU. Brown and Breckinridge were cousins. 
2. On 29 February Virginia's congressional delegates submitted an address from "the 

people of Kentucky in convention" and moved that Congress approve the "Compact" 
between Virginia and the District of Kentucky for making the latter a separate state. 
The address and motion were submitted to a committee of the whole house. On 2 June 
the committee recommended that Kentucky be made a separate state, and the next day 
a grand committee of a delegate from each state was appointed to report an act granting 
statehood to Kentucky. On 2 July the grand committee asked to be discharged. Brown 
made a motion, seconded by Edward Carrington, that Congress ratify and confirm the 
compact between Virginia and Kentucky. The next day the motion was postponed and 
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0 1' N ·w Englanders be~an I.? seul~ in . tlM:e :·e~1!~1~i~«> 1 c 111 \:1 1 y 10 1111· l ll il 1c•cl ~ 1 1 111 ·•, 11>1 
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s ·uted his credentials to Congress on 26 l•eb1 u,11 Y . • " • 
' 5. One of the relations was John Preston of Montgo n1c·1 Y· 

James Madison, Sr., to James Madison 
30 January 

For this letter, see Orange County 1•:l ·c1io11 (11 lu low) 

Philadelphia Freeman's Journal, 30 Jnnu 11 I 

B private accounts fro m Vi rginia, Wt' le 11 ll o 1li ,11 p11l111i ii 
runyve high in that State; thal tit ~· advcu 11Jc 111 1111 111 1111 
stitutio~ are losing ground da il y; 11\a t tl wy i1\111d il l " 11111 

d . . ·1 upon the nnuic ol' N, 11111 o ti c c I <Ill ti 1111 depen pnnc1pa1 Y c n , I 1 I 1 
h ·11 b two to one ·w·1i11 Mt 11 11 1 1ltc II < ,1111 1 111 1111 ' that t ere w1 e • n' ' 1 

t June. that their Assembly ll ad paN t•d ol ll oil I ill 1 I ·'I' 111 
meets nex , · . 11 1111 1 
um of mone for the expences of' d •p u I lt'N Io p10po ' 111 II " 

s dy t . 2 that it was cu rren tl y rq101 It·d 111 tltoil • loll< o 11t ,11 
States amen men s, 1 ( • 1 1 11 , osition had ceased in Pennsylvan ia to the p1 op~>St' < .nil I II 1111 
a opp h Carolina Convention wo uld Ill • •t 111 J1 11 11•; ouu l lliotl 
;:ea~:~~l~:~he southward were all kept in th clark hy II H' l<>jlP•1W 
of the newspapers in the Post Office.·

1 

. . .. (4) R.I. (\!), N.Y. (:.! ). NJ . (I), J' ,1 (I) 1111 
1. Reprmts by 25 February (lO~n ~';;sFeb;uar ' and 1hc· IH'XI cb1y lltc• A/111 1 111/11 11~ 1/ 1 

Boston Gazette ~eprmted this ttem marks that li ttl~ he cl is 10 he• 1-1ivn1 111 1111' 111 11 111-1111plt 
Gazette noted: A correspondent rethe /o ress or an1i-k dc1 ali .~ 11 1 \11 V\1 H 11 ,1, '' 1111 111 
in yesterday's Gazette, respectmg douGredgauthori1 y, th :i l rc'( \\•1 :1lls111 c\ ,tl ly 1-11 1\11 ~ 1-1 11111>1d 
mation has been received from un d h t 11any or till' I ,l•:E /111/11111 lt1i\I 1 l1o111 1-11 d 111111 
in that state ; and 1t has been reporte t . ~ i 
ground, and joined the federalblmtAe1d·es\ an Act fo r Payl11 1-1 Iii<' S1,111 t 1111 11 1111i111 111 I 

2. See "The General Assem Y op s 
egates," 30 Novemberh27 !/o~70~~~~~ (~~~~~~u.th J rnnw il Hlil l<' ti : " tll •• 'l'i'11l11l1111111 111 

3. On? February t e J~il as usual (after wai1ing 10 11 11• I 11 1 ·~ 1 1111111) , 11111h I ii 111 
not rece1vmg the Northern m . hcri1I to iltc·lo pi i••c.1111 ,1 li.111 111 111 I 

apolo!?Y to o~r kind Subscrib~~e n;~~~~~~i i:n ~esase tograsl :i rav01.11il1• i·y1 iut 1111• d t •, 
for this weeks Number. · · · 'b . Pto the real <.:aust' above· ,1,.1.,111 ti II I 111 
publication, and generously ascn e its vacuum 
4, p. 550). 

Civis Rusticus . 
Virginia Independent Chromcle, 30 January i . , 

h ll . was written previous to the publication oj th 11 / 111 1\11 0 

_(T ~ Jo owz~~ h 5th instant, 2 but not sent to the printer w~11· 11 WI 11/1·11 
Dixons paper oJ t e th person who wrote it living at a dist1111r1• /111111 
from want of a conveyance, e 
Richmond.) 
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as will enabl' the m rdm111 s of' Ill<' 11011lit•1 11 a11cl cas tt• rn slat s not 
only to demand an exorbita1ll rr ·igllt , IHll to 1110110poli se 0 11 the pur­
chase of the commodities at the ir own price, for many years, to the 
great injury of the landed interest, and impoverishment of the people: 
And the danger is the greater, as the gain on one side will be in 
proportion to the loss on the other: Whereas requiring two thirds of 
the members present in both houses would have produced mutual 
moderation, promoted the general interest, and removed an insuper­
able objection to the adoption of the government. 

9th. Under their own construction of the general clause at the end 
of the enumerated powers, the Congress may grant monopolies in 
trade and commerce, constitute new crimes, inflict unusual and severe 
punishments, and extend their power as far as they shall think proper; 
so that the state legislatures have no security for the powers now 
presumed to remain to them; or the people for their rights. 

10th. There is no declaration of any kind for preserving the liberty 
of the press, the trial by jury in civil causes; nor against the danger 
of standing armies in time of peace. 

11th. The state legislatures are restrained from laying export duties 
on their produce. 

12th. The general legislature is restrained from prohibiting the fur­
ther importations of slaves for twenty odd years; though such impor­
tations render the United States weaker and more vulnerable, and less 
capable of defence. 

13th. Both the general legislature and the state legislatures are ex­
pressly prohibited making expost facto laws; though there never was, 
nor can be a legislature but must and will make such laws, when ne­
cessity and the public safety require them; which will hereafter be a 
breach of all the constitutions in the union, and afford precedents for 
other invocations. 6 

This government will commence in a moderate aristocracy; it is at 
present impossible to foresee whether it will, in its operation produce 
a monarchy, or a corrupt oppressive aristocracy, it will most probably 
vibrate some years between the two, and then terminate between the 
one and the other." 

Ob. 1st. This objection proves too much, it goes against all sover­
eignty, "it being paramount to all laws of the several states, the dec­
laration of rights in the separate states are no security," if the dec­
laration of rights in the separate states be no security, which it is 
confessed are not repealed, neither would a general declaration of 
rights be any security, for the sovereign who made it could repeal it; 
"the very title of sovereignty shews the absurdity of an irrevocable 

c:o~ 1 ~n N 1 A 1u H>, .rn I N1' ' 1n 
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law." Th, p •oplc• . lla~c: .'v ·.ry ~~~·~~~~~''.~, oJrevi~>u s to th . fourth ol }11111 
common law, and .ill ac Ls of p . I . p "-•I ·cl ' ·u 1d at c t I H p.il 1,1 

' l . d they remain unr e a ' • 
1he first, they ever 1a - I as long as th11y r •tain tl1t• pll 11 111 
dium of the rig~ts of ~he ~e~pa~idst the mi.ghty shock ol n •vol11111111 , 
f'reedom, these nghts w1llfexll1s ,f I ·es and th ris, ol' cn1pi1 , .. 

h f er the a o co om ' • I the crus o pow , h . tl1at l1·1v , cl ·da• ;1 t u111 o fi t t s in t e umon · ' 
There are only ve s a e . tl1oroughly 1><>1>u la1 tl11 111111 c 

. h osed government is . n ghtsH-t e prop . l h by tl1 1wo1>lc· tl w c 11.111 . · mediate y c osen ' 
of representatives are im . . A ·embly ·u1d tlH' 1111· \d111t Ii , 

h · resentatives zn ss • ' 
mediately by t eir rep h l 'slature of tile· sta le 111 ,1y tlt111 t it 

· ch manner as t e egi electors, m su d .11 b r•niovt'cl 1111111 hi 11111111111 , 
the end of ~our years, h~~~~~ ~~ it,wt10 th app1111>.1tl1111 iii tl11 I' 111 I ' 
unless he discharge the f A . •r '1c"1 A unvc 1111111 tll th11 11111 

l d advantage o 111 ' • n l 
and to the gory an f b'll [' r 't<rht s· tl w lll ll't tic 111 111 I" ' I 

· d d in need o no 1 0 l"l • ' I I stltute stan s . l l LC> tll(' lllMt' IVt' 111 ,, I 1111 ' I 
b l til they are os ' 

never can e ost, un . . tt'sh i11clol ·11 c '" ,1 w Id l 11 111\1111 
d f their dearest mterests, a so . t. 

regar o f l and a ·ontc111pt o l :ill v '1111 
ness, a dissoluteness o mora s, . . not n111111·ro11s 1•1111111-1lt," ,111d 

"Th h e of representatives ts 2d. e ous t Co11gr •ss·" tll t'tt' w.1 ,1 111111 d · ber the presen · · · 
yet they excee m nu~ . f . and why should llOI I I wit 111 

h ld acquire m ormat1on, 
when t ese cou . ·11 be ten b 'Sid 'S two t•t1.1t rn , 

b f om this state w1 • · 1 cessors? the num er r l five.-The reason or not au11, 1111• 111lt1 1-1 I " 
the number at present onby h ' . th fear of aug111 ' nlit1f); tilt•,. 111• 111 r 

t . I take to e t is, e . ' I I representa wn, . . h d 'tion of At1H' t'l!'a, ti w ' 
of government; and cons1denng. t ~ con I 

. t to this circumstanc . 
to pay a particular respec faltering mo n ·y hill ;" :11111 wit 

"Th t have the power o I 
3d. e sena e . E l d an hereditary aris trn 1:11 ' i.1 ' 

not? because the Lords m ~g a~ by the commo11s to C' c II ' I II 
not, of late years, been perm1tte b d hosen by tl w n•p1 t' 1•111 ii ·1 

Power, shall the senate, a rotatforyh. o y, ct1·a1 i·ight ol' Ic•ul l.11\1111 the 
b d ·ved 0 t is essen n 

of the people, e epn b the consent of th ·ir i11111H·dl ,111 1111 
people cannot be taxed, but, y 

resentatives. . . hout the consent and approhat 10 11 111 I he 
They can fix no salanes wit k d .f uppose both 1llc-s1• l11u llc 11 

h e chec e ; I we s 
president: Here t ey ar d t ate their wickedness a11cl 11111 ) 
colluding, (whic~ would a~ ~ci~el e~:::b~tant pitch, and above se t vie t· ' 
and setting salanes at an m n y . laim against such n1 •as1111 · ' 
will not the house of represent~~~~le~h::~ are altered, and r dn•ssc· c~ i' 
and refuse all grants of money, h onstitution in my idea, th •t . I 

Of this truly respectable part ohf t ~ c fear· they cannot take llwli 
d f r appre ens1on or · 

not the least groun ° h mption is not a violent one•, 
seats, 'till thirty years of age: t e presu 

Rob
Highlight


