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oppo11c11 1.s b u1 lh~y bt•ar so s111a ll ii prnpol'l ior 1 lo ii.~ fii t•11ds lha1 1l w11 1 
Jillie or no doubt o r i1 s Laking plare, 'I'hrt•t• Sl:ll t•s h:tv(' afrt•ad y dt•d d c•d Ill 

i ts favor-two unan imously and th • 0 1li •r by a 111 ;1j o ri1 y o f' 1wo 111 
one;-these are the only States whos conventions have as Yt' I dt· rc1·111i11 1·cl 
upon the subject, bu t from every informa tion, the olhers will bt• fo1111d 
pretty fully in sentiment with them.-The establishmen t o r an •nt• 1:j t·1 u 
general Government will disappoint the hopes and expecta tions of' rhos• 
who are unfriendly to this Country-give us a national respecti bilit y and 
enable us to impr?ve those commercial and political advantages whic Ii 
Nature and situation have placed within our reach . . . . 

1. FC, Washington Papers, DLC. Printed: Fitzpatrick, XXIX, 345-46. Newe11h:1111 
(1732-1814) represented the county of Dublin in the Irish Parliament. Newenh a111 
and Washington had begun to correspond regularly in 1784. Washington describt•d 
him as "a warm friend to America during her whole struggle" (Fitzpatrick, XX VJ I, 414, 416-18). 

377. One ofJhe People: Antifederal Arguments 
Maryland Journal, 25 December 

For some time Federalists and Antifederalists had accused one another of 
deliberately misleading the public. This item is a Federalist rebuttal to a 
number of alleged Antifederalist misrepresentations . It was reprinted in the 
January 1788 issue of the Philadelphia American Museum and in eight 
newspapers by 10 March: N.H. (1), Mass. (1), Conn. (2), N.Y. (I), N.J. (!),Pa. 
(1), S.C. (1). The reprint in the Massachusetts Gazette, 15 January, was unique. 
The Gazette inserted a bracketed comment after each Federalist answer. These 
comments have been placed in angle brackets . 

ARGUMENT J. 
It has been published to the people, that Doctor Franklin was 

opposed to the constitution, and consented to sign it merely as a witness. 1 

ANSWER. 

Doctor Franklin, in his speech, assigning his reasons for agreeing to 
the constitution, (printed in the Maryland Gazette, &c. of December l8th)

2 
says, "I hope, therefore, that for our sakes, as a part of the people, and 
for the sake of our posterity, we shall act heartily and unanimously in 
recommending this constitution wherever our influence may extend." 
(It is sincerely hoped many of the members of the Massachusetts state 
convention may experience the same witnessing influence by which the 
doctor was actuated, when the all-important question respecting the 
federal constitution is to be decided.) 

II. 
It has been published, that Mr. jay had changed his opinion, and 

affirmed the new constitution to be the most artful trap that had ever 
been laid to catch the liberties of mankind. 3 
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ANsw..:n . , I · 
1
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. . V II r/i n11 of' f ' fi i /r11 /1•/ji /i i(I , (p r llll t'( I l l II 
Mr.J ay, in his I ' Il l''. ' 10 !"1 1
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ha v1• 111 y 
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11 ,111t hority LO en .. . . d · .. Ll 1·c) rthc 1)•01>k•o " 11 11•11<.1 . pm ion 1t 1s a v1s,1 l 
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• 1 
cit-da re that, m.m Y. o . , b the late onvc11 1io11."·' (Whal t 1111._ ,. 
adopt the const1 tu t1~n p 1 opose1'ed~ral or anti-federa l?- ls a11 01h1·1 llt' ll c·1 
of th i~, tgednwtl1e't~~; s~n~~jn~~. than he himself is?) :i rquam e 

Ill. I l ' I de tt &c of the I Ith /)1•t1·111 11·1, 11 11t c . d · the M arylan aze e, · 
It is asse rte 'm Ell th of Connecticut, w1T11 1> 1rnw l•IWM !he Baltimore head, that Mr. swor ' 

" 5 THE CONVENTION · 

A NSWER. ' I . 
h . their j o int leu c r, c 11 r l os 11 q.~ I I< 

Mr. Ellsworth and M:. S erman, Jbnl. h d 'n the Penusylvr111 i11 ! fto111/d , 
· h · l 1slature (pu is e 1 · I 

constitution to t eir eg 6 "We wish it may meet the apprn l>:1110 11 o 
of the 10th November ult.) say, f cu r ing thei r rig h1 s, :i11d 

d be the means o se . I , I • the several states, ~n T ,, (T he sentimen ts co n1 a111 ('< 111 .1 11 
lengthening out their tranqm ity. genial with th . insi 1111 :11 u111 , 

. d e by no means con . 
1 

le tter just ment10ne '.ar f h onventio n from moll V< ', o that mr. Ellsworth withdrew rom t e c 
d islike to its proceedings.) 

IV. 1· v· . 
. t the Governor o . 1/'1{111111 , Mr. Richard Henry Lee, m a letter! Go tlemen " in the Mary/o11d 

. "b h uest of severa en ' 
1 (published y t e req. s "It has hitherto been suppose< " Journal, &c. of last Friday) ~ay ' ents rightly balanced ' I hi' 

l · that m governm 
1 fundamenta maxim, . hould be unconnected, and th ar I 11· 

different branches o~ legislature ~ ld be separate."7 
legislative and executive powers, s ou 

ANSWER. I ' 
. . . is thou ht to be the best ba la n<T< 111 In the British const1tut10n, which . g owers are no t sc par:i l<, 

1 · 1 · and executive p 
the world, the e~1s atJve . b'ect sa s, the executive powe r o~ 1 ~ l ~ 1 
Montesquieu, sp~akmg o~ this su ~ the :wer of rejecting; oth 'rw1st• 11 
to have a share m the leg1sl.ature by . p s (Whose judgment, in regard 
would soon be stripped of its pre~ogat~v:~e most weight, simple Dic/i ',1, o1 
to the affairs of governmen~, ~ug t to 
the great MONTESQUIEU s.) 

V. 'd I , . same ublication, "the pres1 •11 is. Mr. Richard Henry Lee says, m the. . r p example) has one vot • o l 
d · (and Vzrgznza ior I 

for four years u~at10nf,h' d this thirteenth vote not of the peop t' , thirteen in the ch01ce o im, an ,, 
but electors, two removes from the people. 
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ANSWl.;R , 

By lhe ·ons1.i1u1io11 , the f>l'('s icl c111is 10 ht• d10st•11by 11/111'1:\1 0111• !'/1•1/1111 . 
each having one vole of this number, Virp;i11io has lw1•hll', so th at i11 s1C',1d 
of the thirteenth vote in lhe choice o f' prcs icl c111 , (Virginia f'or cxa 111plc ) 
has somewhat less than an eighth. (Such a sad mis1ak · as mr. / ,1•1• 11 ,1 
made, indicates either the most consumate weakness or wick ' cill( '.,, 

and by which of these the anti-federal champio n was guicl >cl , 1 lw 
publick will determine.) 

The constitution also admits of the people choosing the elecLOrs, s11 
that the electors may be only one remove from the people. (Mr. Lee, its 'l'lllN 

by this, has only missed the fact by ONE HALF!! this trivial mistake i11 
an anti-federalist is, however, hardly worth noticing.) 

VI. 
It is also said by Mr. Richard Henry Lee, that the people of thi s 

country have thought a bill of rights necessary to regulate the exercise 
of the great power given to their rulers, as appears by the various bi lls 
or declaration of rights, whereon the government of the greater number 
of the states are founded. 

ANSWER. 

Only four states
9 

appear, by the book of constitutions, 10 to have a bill 
of rights, which are the lesser number of states. (What think ye of (Sir) 
RICHARD, now?) 

These, Mr. Goddard, are the arguments used to prejudice the minds 
of the people against the constitution, some of which, it seems, "several 
Gentlemen" requested you to publish. For this time, we will suppose these 
gentlemen to have been ignorant of the deceptions they have thus 
publicly countenanced, because no gentleman would knowingly 
propagate or countenance untruths. 

December 22, 1787. 

I. For a statement that Franklin had signed the Constitution only as a witness, see 
"Extract of a letter from Queen Anne's county, (Maryland), November 12," 
Philadelphia Freeman's journal, 21 November (CC:278). This item was reprinted in 
the Baltimore Maryland Gazette on 7 December. 

2. See CC:77 for Franklin's 17 September speech in the Consti tutional 
Convention which was printed in the Virginia Independent Chronicle on 5 December. 

3. For this report, see Philadelphia Indep endent Gazetteer, 24 November 
(CC:290-A). It was reprinted in the Maryland journal on 30 November. 

4. For Jay's letter of I December which was first printed in the Philadelphia 
Independent Gazetteer and Pennsylvania Packet on 7 December, see CC:290-B. 

5. This report was first printed in the Massachusetts Gazette on 20 November 
(CC:Vol. 2, Appendix I). The Massachusetts Centinel, on 21 November (CC:Vol. 2, 
Appendix I), corrected the report, stating that Ellsworth approved the Constitution 
"though obliged by domestick concerns to return home prior to its being signed." 
This report, however, was not reprinted in Baltimore. 

6. For the Sherman-Ellsworth letter to the Governor of Connecticut, 26 
September, which was first published in the New Haven Gazette on 25 October, see CC:l92. 
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8. S/1 inl of L11w.1, I , Book XI, d1.1.plt; ~I . I d /""' 1111/ s1·111·d 1 li ;11 ii i'<' ~ 11111 '"• 11 111 
!l. On 28 D '\ · ~11l> ·r a)n cl·rr:11<'. 11111 ·1: .~?1>:: ,1;t• 1: and ilu: A1111•1111111 /\111 11•11111 p111111 ii f'o 11 r, had bills of n gh1 s. ( II yon o1 Hi Ill . ' 

1 his co rrectio n. 
10. See CC:355, note I. 

378. Publius: The Federalist 27 
New York Packet, 25 December 

I . .. which w·1s ·il so pl'i1111·d i11 11 11 • Nr·11• 
Alexander Hamilton wrotel t HS .. ss,1~ ,1ted in 11i ~.' Nt·~ Yo r k. /1111/v dr•r i/111•1 

York journal on 25 DecembeL twas 1ep 111 
1 

, , 
y ·k I d p dent j ournn.I on 26 Dcce m > 1 • • 

and the New oil dn e en of the authorshiJl circula1io11 , a11d 11111 1o 111 ril I Ir r For a genera 1scuss10n ' 
Federalist, see CC:201 · 

The FCEDERALIST, No. 27. 
To the People of the State of N ew-Yoik . 

ur ed in different shapes that a o11s1i1u 1ion ol 11.11' k111d 
It has been h g C e tion cannot operate without t lw .11 d 111 , 1 

proposed by t e onv 1:1t la~s This however li k. mosl ollH·1 111111 ~ 
military force to execute I s h t. 'de rests on ~er' g ·ncra l as .~ 1 · 11 ion , 
that have been alledged o.n to~ i~teliigible designation of' I h(' 1 1 · 11~1111 
unsuppo~te~ ~y tny dr~c~e far as I have been able to di vit1t' llw l.tlC'lll 
upon .wh1chf Iht is bo.un e . 't :eems to originate in a pr ·-su pposi1i o111li.11 
meanmg o t e o ~ectors, I . . I I . . '111 

'II b disinclined to the exercise of (a:clera au 1. 10111 y 111 ' 
the people w1. e I W 'ng any exception Lin t nug'ill la· l oik('ll 
matter of an mterna ?aturel:. av1 of the distinction b IW t'(' ll i1111 ·11111I h · acy or mexp IC!tness 

1 tot e maccur . h d the re is to ]) I' ·-s 111>1>os1· I 1;11 d 1 I t us enqmre w at groun . I 
an externa, e e at the sa m(' 1111H'. I 1.11 . . 1. · · th peopl6' Unless we presum , 
d1smc mauon m e . will be worse aclminis11•11•d th ,111 
the power of the General Gove~nrr;~~e seems to be no roorll I 111 1 lt c 

those of t.he Statfll~:~fr~Ts~~:~tion or opposition in I IH' p t'op lc'. I 
pr~sumpt10n ~ laid d~wn as a general rule, that their co1il1dc•111 c• 111 
believe it may e .11 commonly be proportiont'd 10 1111 
and obedience to a gove;7t~:~%~~istration. It must be adn1i11c'<I 1li .i1 
goodness or bad~ess o . rule· but these exceptions dt']H'111I ct 

the~e are exc~J{uon~ to this that they cannot be considered as h : 1 v i11 ~ 
entirely ~n acn en~a c.au~es, ' ts or demerits of a constitu ti on . '1'111• c• any relatwn to the mtnns1c men . 

. d d fb eneral principles and maxims. 
can on~y be JU ge oh y gb ggested in the course of thcs, pap1•1 ' 

Vanous reasons ave een su ent will b(' h(•111•1 
to induce a probability th~t tlhe .GenermaleGntos~:;:~~princ ipa l of' wlii1 h 

· · d th n the partICu ar govern · 
adm1mstere a . f the spheres of election will pr<.'S ·111 ' 
reasons are.that the e'.'-te~s10~ ~hoice to the people, that thro11gh the 

~=~~~~ 0J;1~~ ~:t~a~~gi:la~ures, which are select bodies of men , and 
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