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abundance of the heart, the long train of industrious Tradesmen, who
are now spending their past earnings, or selling their tools for a
subsistence—will resent it=nay, the whole body of an almost ruined peos
ple, will despise and execrate the wretch who dares blaspheme the ro-

LITICAL SAVIOUR OF OUR COUNTRY.

190. Centinel II
Philadelphia Freeman’s Journal, 24 October
“Centinel” II, in part a reply to James Wilson’s speech of 6 October
(CC:134), had a direct influence on some Pennsylvaniunn. For instance, Fran:

cis Murray wrote that “Centinel” 11 and other Antifederalist writings “greatly

changed” his sentiments on the Constitution (to John Nicholson, 1 November,

RCS:Pa., 207), while John Smilie of Fayette County relied heavily on “Cens
tinel” 1I in his speech of 8 December in the Pennsylvania Convention

(RCS:Pa., 525-26, 531n).
Reprints by 13 December (6): Mass. (1), R.I (1), N.Y. (), Md. (1), Va. (1)
For its publication as a broadside and in pamphlets and for authorship, see
CC:133.
To the PEOPLE 0f PENNSYLVANIA.

FRIENDS, COUNTRYMEN, and FELLOW-CITIZENS, AS long as the liberty of
the press continues unviolated, and the people have the right of ex
pressing and publishing their sentiments upon every public measure, it
is next to impossible to enslave a free nation. The state of society must
be very corrupt and base indeed, when the people in possession of such
a monitor as the press, can be induced to exchange the heavenhborn
blessings of liberty for the galling chains of despotism.—Men of an as:

piring and tyrannical disposition, sensible of this truth, have ever been

inimical to the press, and have considered the shackling of it, a8 the first
and the

step towards the accomplishment of their hateful domination,
entire suppression of all liberty of public discussion, as necessary o e
support.—For even a standing army, that grand engine of oppression, il
it were as numerous as the abilities of any nation could maintain, would
not be equal to the purposes of despotism over an enlightened people.
The abolition of that grand palladium of freedom, the liberty of the
press, in the proposed plan of government, and the conduct of its
authors, and patrons, isa striking exemplification of these observations,
The reason assigned for the omission of a bill of rights, securing the lib-
erty of the press, and other invaluable personal rights, is an insult on the un-

derstanding of the people.

The injunction of secrecy imposed on the members of the late Gone
vention during their deliberations, was obviously dictated by the genius
of Aristocracy; it was deemed impolitic to unfold the principles of the

intended government to the people, as this would have frustrated the
object in view.

The projectors of the new plan, supposed that
of the subject, was more likely to obtain unanimi

an ex parte discussion
ty in the Convention;
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preclude all investigation.~If their views were laudable; if they were
honest,~the contrary would have been their conduct, they would have
invited the freest discussion, Whatever specious reasons may be s
signed for secrecy during the framing of the plan, no good one can ex-
ist, for leading the people blindfolded into the implicit adoption of it
Such an attempt does not augur the public good-It carries on the face
of it an intention to juggle the people out of their liberties,

The virtuous and spirited exertions of a few patriots, have at length
roused the people from their fatal infatuation to a due senge of the im-
portance of the measure before them. The glare and fascination of
names is rapidly abating, and the subject begins to be canvassed on ity
own merits; and so serious and general has been the impression of the
objections urged against the new plan, on the minds of the people, that
its advocates, finding mere declamation and scurrility will no longer
avail, are reluctantly driven to defend it on the ground of argument,
Mr. Wilson, one of the deputies of this State in the late Convention, has
found it necessary to come forward. From so able a lawyer, and so pro-
found a politician, what might not be expected, if this act of Convention

be the heavenly dispensation which some represent it. Its divinity
would certainly be illustrated by one of the principal instruments of the
Revelation; for this gentleman has that transcendent meritl~But if, on

the other hand, this able advocate has failed to vindicate it from the ob-
jections of its adversaries, must we not consider it is as the production
of frail and interested men.

Mr. Wilson has recourse to the most flimsey sophistry in his attempt
to refute the charge that the new plan of general government will su-
persede and render powerless the state governments. His quibble upon
the term Corporation, as sometimes equivalent to communities which
possess sovereignty, is unworthy of him. The same comparison in the
case of the British parliament assuming to tax the colonies, is made in
the Xth of the Farmer’s Letters, and was not misunderstood in 1768 by
any. He says that the existence of the proposed federal plan depends
on the existence of the State governments, as the senators are to be ap-
pointed by the several legislatures, who are also to nominate the elec
tors who chuse the President of the United States; and that hence all
fears of the several States being melted down into one empire, are
groundless and imaginary.—But who is so dull as not to comprehend,
that the semblance and forms of an ancient establishment, may remain,
after the reality is gone.—Augustus, by the aid of a great army, assumec
despotic power, and notwithstanding this, we find even under Tiberius,
Caligula and Nero, princes who disgraced human nature by their ex-
cesses, the shadows of the ancient constitution held up to amuse the

people. The senate sat as formerly; consuls, tribunes of the people, cen-
sors and other officers were annually chosen as before, and the forms
of republican government continued. Yet all this was in appearance
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